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Drawing Near to Mother Nature
at the Third Buddha Root Farm in Kalumpang
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By Karuna Chong
Chinese Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Nan

This is a report of our third Buddha Root Farm Retreat
in Kalumpang, Malaysia, December 24-30, 2019.

It was such a joy when I first learned that the Buddha
Root Farm had finally arrived on Malaysian shores after
having heard the great stories from the session at the
Buddha Root Farm in Oregon over four decades ago.
I realised that we are also blessed to have such a “farm”
to allow our Buddha Root (nature) to be nurtured and
to grow.

Although it was the third Buddha Root Farm in
Malaysia; it was my very first time and there are so many
wonderful thoughts and experiences share.

First, the close contact with Mother Nature with the
beautiful, starry night sky, cool breezes, clear gushing
water in the river, and many other wonderful sights
would take pages to describe.

The beautiful starry night sky was such a wonder
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to gaze at and it reminded me
very much of the low hanging
stars at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. They really were like
diamonds glittering in the sky.
To add to this splendour, we were
rewarded with another wonderful
sight on the last day of the
retreat. Just before the morning
recitation, the fireflies, as if it not
wanting to be outshone by the
stars, decided to put on a light
show for us to gawk at by lighting
up in the trees.

Most days, after our lunch

and community activities, many
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of us took the opportunity to By the river at Kalumpang.
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go to the river. The water was so
clear and cool and had a soothing effect on the body. The
sound of water gushing and flowing over and between
the rocks was wonderful. I could just soak in the cool,
refreshing water and listen to the wonderful sound of it
flowing past.

The quiet serenity of the night oftentimes was broken
by the sound of insects and other night creatures which
was a drastic contrast to the hectic, hot days and nights
in the city.

This opportunity to be “immersed”, and closely
connected with nature was a serene experience. Being so
caught up in my normal daily routine, I had forgotten
about the beauty of nature and it presence in my everyday
life. I have been too busy and blind to appreciating the
many wondrous things around me.

this Buddha

provided me with an opportunity to “really” delve into

However, Root Farm session has
my own nature and nurture it. It has aroused the desire
to make this retreat a “must attend” annual event in order
to help my Buddha Roots grow.

My sincerest appreciation to all of the Dharma
masters and those who made this wonderful experience

possible. &

46| SMIEIRE —0_0F=H

&> FORR T EEIHHTEILE -
ARG HEANERFEEEENEVIBE > <&

DURAER B AR T > BIRBHEE - —H
DA > EAETCHN BRI HERIEFENHE

EE) > WELLTE T REARYEE - AR
BB CERAYIRER - RSP THE, T 0 A
B A E = H IR -

B2 > EXRAPEIRI 21T AR 0 7 —{E
"HIE ) WIFERIEE BRI o KT R DAY
RIHY TR, - BETHGE T BT —(EEH
& —— AR AR 2T G BB E L 2T HF
FEEE) -

B B A B AR AT A B FRAY 2
—REIFLEEHINT - &






