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Vanquishing All Demons’ Armies
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—An Instructional Talk Given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in November 1973.

English Translation by Leo Wang, Katherine Wang, and the Early Bird Translation Team

it £ e th Ak 15 FLE o
The picture of Shakyamuni Buddha

subdues the demon armies
and realizes enlightenment.
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Demons can kill and harm people; they can cause people
to die, to go crazy, to lose all common sense and reasoning.
‘common sense’ refers to principles, and ‘reasoning’ refers
to knowledge (that can be learned or acquired.) If you lose
all your common sense and reasoning, then you will be
very confused and be unable to tell apart the false from the
true. Demons have such powers to make people do all of
this. They can cause people to become confused, upside-
down, and unwilling to abide by any rules. Demon kings
have these kinds of talents and skills.

What is the first demon army? It is ‘desire.” As for
those of you who have desires, do you know that desire is
a demon army? There is a shastra that says, “desire is the

very first demon army.” Desire is first and foremost among
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the demon armies.

What is the second demon army? It is ‘worry.” Once you have
desire, worry will come. Why is there worry? It is just because you can’t
satisfy your desire that you worry. You keep thinking all day long—
today, tomorrow, and day after day—to the point that your hair turns
gray and your vision becomes blurry. Although your tongue remains,
your teeth fall out. That is the second demon army— worry.

What is the third demon army? It is ‘craving.’ Why are you worried?
It is just because you—crave what you desire. Craving love is like being
really hungry and thirsty when there is no water. What are you thirsty
for? When your desires are unfulfilled, you feel ‘hungry and thirsty.’
Craving is the third demon army.

What is the fourth demon army? It is to ‘thirst for love.” You have
a strong yearning in heart. The more you yearn, the more thirsty you
become. Now do you understand? Ha! You deal with demons all day
long, yet you still fail to understand this principle! This is the fourth.

What is the fifth demon army? It is ‘sleep’. You may thirst for or
hanker after something, fail to obtain it, and then want to sleep due
to the lack of energy. When you're listless, you want to go to sleep.
This is when the demon army of sleep comes about. Therefore, when
cultivating the Way, you should not feel that you do not have enough
sleep, because no matter how many hours you spend sleeping you will
still find it not enough. When I was as young as you, I used to be as
sleepy as you are now — I fell asleep for two days, three days, five days

. even having slept for seven days, I could still be sleeping without
waking up. This is the fifth demon army of sleep.

What is the sixth demon army? After the demon army of sleep goes,
then that of ‘fear and terror’ arrives, and you become afraid. “Ah?! Is
someone trying to kill me?” Under the influence of fear, you go crazy
and feel terrified. Terrified, you will basically feel afraid of everything
—fear the south, the north, the east, and the west. There is no where
you can go without feeling afraid! Ha, the place where you start is even
scarier. This causes you to become paranoid and suspicious.

What is the seventh demon army? It is ‘doubt’. The army of doubt
means that you are doubtful. When you sit down, you start to grow
suspicious, “Ah! Are they scolding me over there? What are they talking
about? It must be about me. Why are they so rude to me?” Then you
start to find problems not only above and below, but also in the four
cardinal directions of the north, the south, the east, and the west, as
well as in the four ordinal directions. No matter whom you run into,
you don't feel right. This is an example of being paranoid. Thus, the

seventh demon army is that of doubt.
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What is the eighth demon army? It is ‘venom’. The eighth
demon army is that of a mind which harbors venomous
thoughts. ‘Harbor’ means that the mind contains something.
“Venom’ is poison.

What is the ninth demon army? It is ‘offerings and
advantages.’ As a cultivator, you may become greedy for others’
offerings, “Ah, that person is really rich. If he makes an offering
of one million dollars to me, then all of my problems will be
solved!” Being greedy for ‘offerings and advantages’ from others
is the ninth demon army.

What is the tenth demon army? It is ‘the army of pride
and arrogance after being attached to illusory fame, which
is having an undeserved reputation. However, you still feel
puffed-up by it, “Ha! Look at me. I am really amazing. Behold,
me — ha! In the heavens and on earth, I alone am honored.
Look! I am even loftier than Mount Sumeru!” As such, pride
and arrogance is the tenth demon army.

Each of you! Count them for yourself — how many of
these demon armies are following you? If you have only one,
that is ‘bad incredible;” if you have many, that is even more ‘bad
incredible!” So, each and every one of you should investigate
these demon armies and see if you are entangled with them. If
you can subdue these ten kinds of demon armies, then you will
be the one who has ‘vanquished all the multitudes of demon

armies.’

[ Editor’s note: National Master Qingliang mentions the ten kinds
of demon armies in his Commentary and Sub-Commentary on
the Avatamsaka (Hua Yan Shu Chao). According to the Shastra
on the Perfection of Great Wisdom (Mahaprajfiaparamita Satra):
“The first demon army that exists within you is desire; the second
is worry; the third, craving; the fourth, thirst for love; the fifth,
sleep; the sixth, fear and terror; the seventh, suspicion; the
eighth, venom; the ninth, gains and offerings; the tenth, pride and

arrogance after being attached to illusory fame.] &






