EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG
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14. Cultivating Dry Land

In 1951, Venerable Master was invited to Tung Sin Tan, a Daoist
temple, Hong Kong to lecture on the Earth Store Bodhisattva Sutra.
During the lectures of the Earth Store Sutra, around a hundred
devotees came everyday. After the lectures on this sutra were
complete in the early 12th month on the lunar calendar, many
laypeople suggested finding a site to construct a temple (a vihara)
for Venerable Master within the first ten days of the twelfth lunar
month.

The causes and conditions soon ripened, and they were informed
that there was a piece of land about a few tens of square feet in Hong
Kong, in the district of Shau Kei Wan, Sai Wan, Ho Ma village.
(Editor’s note: After Japan’s surrender to the Allied Forces, there was
a lot of public land owned by the government that was neglected,
referred to as “overlord land.” It was permissable for individuals
to temporarily occupy small spaces.) However, there was a flaw in
an apparently perfect place: there was no water in the mountain.
Residents in the area were dependent on the downhill public “water
pipe” at the roadside. They got their water supply from the street,
and had to carry the water uphill by climbing up hundreds of stone
steps. The mountain road was rugged, so you can imagine how

extremely tough it was to get water.
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Venerable Master Hua was in front
of a tree of Western Bliss Garden, 1952.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua narrates:

When I was in the Guanyin cave,
I was quickly turned away from staying
at the thatched hut by the neighboring
Dharma Master. He persuaded the people
at Fu Yun Mountain to “evict” me. I then
relocated to Shau Kei Wan, Ma Shan
village and a small temple was built in
the mountain. Previously, Western Bliss
Garden (Monastery) was situated on the
mountain; there was no water and one
needed to climb up three hundred stone
steps to reach it. Although there was no
water, [ still felt it was possible to build a

small temple.

' [Postscript 1] As told by Upasika Tan
Guo Shi:

A reporter who originally lacked
faith in Buddhism told the Master about

a piece of public land in the mountain
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where a small temple could be built; however, there
was no water supply in that poor area. The Venerable Master said: “We
will go there to have a look!” From then on, the Master paid the rent
and obtained the rights to use the land. Not long after that, my father
brought my mother and sister to visit the Venerable Master. At that
time, I did not go because I was studying in first grade in a Christian
school. I thought that only ignorant people believed in Buddhism and
that the left home people did nothing except conducting rituals for
business. After my mother and sister met the Master, they decided to

take the Master as their teacher.

[Postscript 2] As told by Upasika Tan Guo Zheng;:

In Hong Kong there was once a reporter who covered religious
news. Hence, many Buddhist monks and Daoist priests showed
him some deference. Venerable Master said, “Although was the case,
nonetheless, if it were not because of him, Buddhism may not have
flourished in Hong Kong. Therefore his merit in Buddhism is great! If
he encounters difficult situations, Buddhism should take care of and
support his family.” Venerable Master’s extraordinary generosity made

me deeply admire him.

s> To be continued
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