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The Sutra for the Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng
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Furthermore you should focus your mind and make offerings
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to me, Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva. And then you should
recite my name either silently or out loud, single mindedly recite:
Homage to Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva. Reciting in such

manner for one thousand times.

Commentary:

This is the third part, to specially make offerings by proclaiming
the name. Whose name is being proclaimed? Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
name is being proclaimed.

Furthermore you should focus your mind and make offerings
to me, Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva. First, you should make
offerings to the three jewels of the ten directions by understanding all
dharmas are within the three contemplations of emptiness, delusions,
and middle way. Although you may practice such contemplations,
it is not enough. You should furthermore specifically gather in your
mind and focus upon Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva, and make
offerings to me, Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva.

And then you should recite my name either silently or out
loud. To recite silently is to recite in your mind. Make offerings to
Earth Store Bodhisattva by reciting the name out loud, or recite the
name silently in your mind, with utmost sincerity say to me: Homage
to Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva. This is to be mindful of Earth
Store Bodhisattva.

Reciting in such manner for one thousand times. Why do we
make offerings to the three jewels and recite Earth Store Bodhisattva’s

name? It is because Earth Store Bodhisattva has great vow powers.
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When you recite his name, it will eradicate all your karmic obstacles
and help you grow all wisdom. That is why we should recite Earth Store

Bodhisattva’s name.

Sutra:

After one thousand recitations, request by saying: “The greatly
compassionate and kind Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva, please
be mindful and bestow upon me and all living beings, so all our
karmic obstacles will quickly be eradicated, our pure faith will grow
and increase, and to respond correspondingly to the matters we are

contemplating today.”

Commentary:

Basically if you do not make offerings to the three jewels of the
ten directions but solely make offerings to Earth Store Bodhisattva by
reciting his name, it will yield corresponding responses. Why does Earth
Store Bodhisattva instruct practitioners of this method to first make
offerings to the three jewels and to recite the names of the three jewels
of the ten directions before making offerings and reciting his name for
one thousand times?

Earth Store Bodhisattva reveres the three jewels of the ten directions,
that is why he instructs the practitioners of this method to first make
offerings to the three jewels of the ten directions. He does not just care
about himself saying: “look at me, I, Earth Store Bodhisattva am number
one. You should first make offerings to me and you should first recite
my name.” Unlike we ordinary people, even though we are not number
one, we fight to be number one, even to a point where we harbor greed,
anger and stupidity just fighting to be number one. Do you think this
behavior is the same as Earth Store Bodhisattva? So when we listen to
the lecture, don’t merely just listen to the words but hear the underlying
meaning. The behavior of Earth Store Bodhisattva is not only about
himself. Basically the dharma host of this dharma door is Earth Store
Bodhisattva himself. Earth Store Bodhisattva basically does not need to
instruct people to make additional offerings to the three jewels of the ten
directions, but he did it anyway.

After one thousand recitations of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name,
you will say this to Earth Store Bodhisattva: “Greatly compassionate
and kind Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva, your compassion is
vast and your vow powers is great. Please be mindful and bestow upon
me and all living beings. I now hope only that you would bestow upon

and protect me.

s0To be continued
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