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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:
THE FORMER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTV A
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(3% 08 B IR 3 480 oF Translated by the International Translation Institute
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A - R - JEREAT - If a woman born during the final five hundred years
following the parinirvana of the Tathagata hears this siitra
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P - the emptiness of all phenomena.
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i~ KERER - B - Then at the end of her life she will be born in the land

of peace and bliss in which Amitabha Buddha and the
multitude of great Bodhisattvas will surround her dwelling.
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Commentary:
Then at the end of her life she will be born in the land of
peace and bliss. When her life in this world comes to an end, she

will surround her dwelling. In this land abounding with peace
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and bliss, she will see Amitabha Buddha and the pure, oceanic
assembly of Bodhisattvas surrounding the Buddha as he lectures
on the sitras and teaches the Dharma. Members of that assembly
are mindful of the Buddha, mindful of the Dharma, and mindful
of the Sangha.

Sitra:
She will be born in a lotus flower, upon a jeweled seat.
She will not be afflicted by greed and desire.

Commentary:

She will be born in a lotus flower and will accept the lotus
flower as her parent. She will appear upon a golden jeweled seat
within the lotus flower. A jeweled seat refers to a golden dais. She
will not be afflicted by greed and desire. The Buddha understands
the thoughts of living beings. He knows that sometimes women
have a difficult time rising above greed and desire. Greed and
desire, which can confuse even the most intelligent women, may
become overpowering forces.

How does greed manifest? One may crave for food and
constantly think, “What tasty food can I eat?” With such thoughts
of greed, one may sneak food from the refrigerator, hoping to find
and eat something delicious. That is an example of greed for food.
One may also be greedy for fine clothing, thinking, “I need a new
outfit to make me look awesome.” One may also be greedy for a
luxurious house to live in. Many people have greedy thoughts like
these about food, clothing, or a place to live.

There is another kind of desire that is even stronger than the
desire for clothing, food, and a place to live. This is a desire that
comes with you at birth. When you are born, you bring with
you impure thoughts. These thoughts make the desires for food,
clothing, and a place to live seem like small problems. The biggest
problem of all is sexual desire. These impure thoughts are difficult
to stop. If you succeed in stopping them, it means you have become
a sage, an Arhat, or a Bodhisattva, for they alone are able to stop
these thoughts.

If you are not a sage, a worthy one, an Arhat, or a Bodhisattva,
you will not be able to stop your thoughts of sexual desire. You will
not have control over yourself. When you lack control over your
sexual desire, it will become an afHiction. You will be tormented
by such thoughts. You will lose your temper without rhyme or
reason. Why? Confused by lust, you get angry. Being angry, you
are distraught and unhappy all day long; no matter who you meet
or what you hear them say, you feel upset. Such emotions are

brought about by desire.
#0To be continued
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