Propagating the Dharma Through Music in Taiwan
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Under the sponsorship of the Hsuan Hua Foundation in Taiwan, every year Dharma
Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) has the opportunity to organize a delegation to visit
Taiwan. The delegation’s main activities in 2019 were to attend the Fifth Buddhist Forum
on Contemporary Chinese Buddhism hosted by the Sheng Yen Education Foundation of
Dharma Drum Mountain, and to become sister schools with Fu Jen Catholic University.

Circumstances and conditions also made it possible to host two large concerts, in which the

Dharma was propagated through music.
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The first concert, “Open the Window of Your Mind,” was held at the
Wanrong Auditorium in the Electrical Engineeringand Computer Science
Building of National Taipei University on the evening of December 17.
In addition to playing music, Reverend Heng Sure shared short Buddhist
stories with everyone, purifying the audience’s mind and re-kindling
their wisdom, bringing light and warmth to everyone. There were many
musical performances at this concert; and although most of the lyrics were
in English, audience members were able to sing together by following the
music book, which created a warm and joyful atmosphere. The concert
reached its climax when Reverend Heng Sure invited the university’s
former president, President Xue Fujing, and Upasaka Guo Zongming to
join him in singing “If We Open the Door of Our Hearts” in Taiwanese
— such a familiar tune resonated deeply with the souls of the audience
and became the highlight of this concert. Thereafter, Reverend Heng Sure
interpreted the meaning of the song from a Buddhist perspective.

The second concert, “Puppet Show, Fairy Tales, and a Concert,” took
place on the night of December 19. It was hosted by Ms. Gwhyneth
Chen, a renowned pianist and senior disciple of the Venerable Master,
and took place in the Shin Kong Concert Hall, where she serves as the
artistic director. Ms. Chen gave the opening remarks for the concert.

Reverend Heng Sure combined his talents for folk music and
storytelling to convey the profound meaning of Dharma — through
songs and stories, which were accompanied by guitar and banjo, as well
as a lively puppet enactment. It was so relaxing and enjoyable that the
performance, which was originally to last one hour, ended up lasting two.
When it finally ended, everyone was filled with Dharma joy; the audience

could still feel the music reverberating deeply in their souls. #
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

(] —E3ESPU+FHIT US$45.00/ 1 year

(] Z“8ZEE/\+FAJr US$85.00 / 2 years
[ =#EE—H 7T US$110.00 / 3 years

BoHEERs - faths53 vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXEHE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

KN E In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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