Mendocino County Supervisor Candidates
Forum at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
and Dharma Realm Buddhist University
(DRBU) jointly hosted a candidates’ forum
for District One Supervisor on Februrary
9, 2020. Dharma Master Heng Lyu, Abbot
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and

Susan Rounds, president of Dharma Realm

Buddhist University, welcomed candidates
and an audience of approximately one
hundred twenty people.

The
eastern region of the county, including
Potter Valley, Redwood Valley, Calpella,
and Talmage where CTTB and DRBU are
located. All four candidates, Jon Kennedy,

first district covers the central-

John Sakowicz, Glenn McGourty, and
James Green participated in this forum.

Each candidate made a one-minute opening
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statement and then responded to questions from the

audience. Each candidate gave one-minute answers
and was also allowed 30 seconds to respond to an
answer by another candidate.

The questions from the audience covered a
variety of topics such as the relationship between
the City of Ukiah and the rest of the county, water
resources, maintaining a balance between agricultural
use and the need for more housing, support for
agriculture, mental health, homelessness, the balance
between economic development and environmental
protection, the safety of Talmage Road for cyclists
and pedestrians, emergency preparedness, wildfire
threats, health care, cannabis and hemp cultivation in
the county, communications with constituents, and
the implementation of Measure B.

District One is the largest agricultural district in
the county and agriculture is the biggest economic
driver countywide. Support for agriculture is a major
concern for all four candidates. Water resources was
another issue thatall the candidates stressed, including
the importance of the Potter Valley Water Project’s
impact on future water in the area. The safety issue
on Talmage Road was a concern for many in the area.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and Dharma
Realm Buddhist University were pleased with the
turn out and delighted to have the opportunity to

support the democratic process in our county. &
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