A Lifetime of Instilling Goodness

—In Memory of Dharma Master Heng Bin

HEACRITE — IS EWED

ARE X
AR

By Terri Nicholson
Chinese Translated by Cindy Wang

Dharma Master Heng Bin first encountered the Buddha-

dharma in 1978. She was studying at San Francisco State and
working part time in the library there. One of her jobs was
shelving the new acquisitions. While she was doing this, she
came across a couple books published by the Buddhist Text
Translation Society that Professor Epstein had ordered for one
of his classes. She was intrigued and signed up to take the class
the next semester. A strange thing also happened while she was
working in the library. One day an Asian woman came in and
gave her a picture of Amitabha Buddha. She told her not to
tell anyone she had given it to her and left. She never saw the
woman again.

Later, she went to Gold Mountain Monastery to attend the
evening ceremony and one of the Venerable Master’s lectures.

She then signed up for another class with Professor Epstein.
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Dharma Master Heng Bin (left)
at Dharma Realm Buddhist University’s

Commencement Ceremony, 1984.
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When she expressed her interested in looking into Buddhist practice
more seriously, he encouraged her to speak to the bhikshunis who
were then living at the International Institute for the Translation
of Buddhist Texts in Pacific Heights. This is also where Instilling
Goodness School first started.

She called to set up a time. That night she had a dream in
which she was trying to recite Namo Amitabha Buddha, but it kept
coming out all jumbled. Then the Venerable Master came and said,
“Just picture Amitabha Buddha in front of you when you recite
and it will come out clearly. She did and was able to recite. After
that she was feeling more and more drawn to Buddhism and to the
Venerable Master.

Later that summer, she went on a camping trip to Yosemite with
some friends. In the middle of night, she woke up and something
had a hold of her. It was terrifying. Then, she saw Guanyin
Bodhisattva and Amitabha Buddha standing off to one side and,
suddenly everything was fine. She could hear the river and felt very
peaceful. Later, she had another dream. In this dream, Guanyin
was taking her and some other people up into the mountains on an
expedition. None of them had bodies, just consciousness. She told
Guanyin, “You should come and speak at Professor Epstein’s class.
I know he would really like it.”

Around that time, one of the bhikshunis gave her a copy of
the Dharani Sutra. After that, the only thing she wanted to do was
study the sutra and the mantra. She had another dream. In this
dream, there was a statue by her bed. A small, Anglo woman about
4 feet tall stepped out of it. She was very thin, wore a white robe
and had red hair piled on top of her head. She was very beautiful,
and the kindest looking person Dharma Master Bin had ever seen.
She held out her hand and asked Dharma Master Bin, “Do you
want to come with me?” She really wanted to go with the woman,
but at the last minute she chickened out and said. “I have to go to
work.”

The next day she went to see the bhikshunis again to talk about
these dreams and what it meant to take refuge. She also told them
she was thinking of dropping out of school because it didn’t interest
her any more. While she was there, the Venerable Master called
and asked to talk to her. He told her that the woman in the dream
was Guanyin Bodhisattva leading her to believe in Buddhism. He
also said she should stay in school and that as Buddhists we should
always do a good job of whatever we’re doing and not quit things.
She took this advice very seriously for the rest of her life. After
finishing school, she moved to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Dharma Master Heng Bin (bottom row, third from the left) and other newly 7%1‘%:)/_( . :}/_\, % E198 5 Eﬁl@ﬁtt 5 I 'f ’E %%

ordained novices after receiving the ten novice precepts at the City of Ten Thousand

Buddhas from the Venerable Master Hua at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. =T EFI _‘:j_,\ ’ E—:T\IE%E9OE%)] ’ /7'%
T AR SEAEER » FIACHLE 0 2R
and soon decided she wanted to leave the home life. She took the  FUHHYE UISFEIT T —4F » &k F s

shramanerika precepts on the Buddha’s Birthday in 1981 and was S PRI EE R BTN A E R
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Dharma Master Heng Bin’s first allegiance was always to the ABEFE » dh 5 O JTAYIE A SR A L
Sangha. It was clear in everything she did that being a left-home BLE ey R - SRR ET - M
person was central to who she was and she never wavered from that BN AEFMEE L= 2 A 2@l FIR
commitment. She took the Six Great Principals of the City of Ten ~ ZKEEFBIE(E ST - E A GBI &2
Thousand Buddhas as her guide and was always
very strict with herself.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddha was
her home. She only left a handful of times,
which included once to be part of a bhikshuni
delegation to China in 1985, another time in
the early nineties to care for her dying mother,
and for a one year retreat to Snow Mountain
Monastery in Washington State.

When Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA) established the Refugee Resettlement
program, she volunteered to help teach in the
schools. She had found her Dharma door. From

then on, educating children and instilling them v § f

with goodness was her practice, and she embraced
it with her whole heart. She helped her students 1992124 & &% &2 BRERAR (EAF =)

Dharma Master Heng Bin (bottom row, second from left)
at the Buddha Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, 1992.
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to be wholesome and encouraged them to help the world in
the future. The Master encouraged her to get her teaching
credential, which she did, and then conscientiously applied
everything she learned in her teaching.

She used every ounce of her energy to teach and cared
deeply about every single student. At one point, she even
taught in both the boys™ and girls’ schools. Each day after
morning ceremony, she would light all three woodstoves
at the girls’ school, teach her morning classes, accompany
students to lunch ceremony, and then supervise them at
lunch time, even though it was her only meal of the day. Next
she would return to pack up her things, and then head over
to the boys’ school to teach for the entire afternoon. In her
spare time, she mopped the floors, cleaned the bathrooms,
and worked in the financial office.

She wasn’t the kind of teacher who stood at the front
of the classroom and lectured. Instead, she engaged the
students in active learning, skillfully gaining their interest
and encouraging them to work hard. And she made learning
fun and interesting. Whether she was drilling students on
math facts, helping them build pyramids during the study
of Egypt, taking them to the back pasture to sketch the
grapevines, or enticing them into the world of literature and
written expression, she did it with her whole heart and her
students responded in kind. Through her own actions and
the way she taught, instilling goodness naturally happened
too. Even when she became gravely ill, she continued to teach
and her students were almost always foremost on her mind.

Outside of her teaching duties, she was a reclusive
cultivator and lived a simple life. She did not like to talk
about herself, but she was always interested in helping and
encouraging others. She had deep faith in the Venerable
Master, and relied on him and Guanyin Bodhisattva to help
her throughout her illness. One of her Dharma sisters said
about her, “I was inspired by Dharma Master Bin’s passion,
her bravery in overcoming difficulties and accepting suffering
so that she could continue to teach. She prayed that any
beings hurt by her could forgive her.” Her loss is a great one
and she will be sorely missed. We hope that the seeds of
compassion and virtue she planted in her students, her fellow
teachers, and others she encountered will continue to sprout

and grow. &
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