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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Maiijusri : Bodhisattva of
Great Wisdom

(continued)
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English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Manjusri Bodhisattva, along with the Bodhisattvas Universal
Worthy, Earth Treasury, and Guanyin, have been teaching and
transforming living beings in China for a long time. There is a

Chinese saying,

In every household, a Guanyin;
On every family altar, an Amitabha.

Most Chinese people, Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike,
worship Guanyin Bodhisattva and on some occasions recite
Amitabha Buddhas name. But they do it without knowing the
meaning behind it. Very few of them understand what they are
all about. In fact, most people think of Buddhism as superstitious,
obtruse, and unrelated to daily life, and so they ignore it altogether.

Actually, if you don’t understand Buddhism, then you don't
know what it means to be a person. If you don't know how to be a
person, you won't understand Buddhism, either. Only when you
truly understand Buddhism will you know how to be a person
and how to do things properly.

“Well,”

who seem to know nothing about worldly matters?” If a left-

you ask, “why are there many lefc-home people

home person truly understands the Buddhadharma, he will
also understand worldly matters. Conversely, it takes someone

who truly understands worldly affairs to understand the

Buddhadharma.
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For example, a certain professor of mechanics believes in
Buddhism, but he hasn’t understood the Buddhadharma. He
claims he’s not out for fame or profit, but he’s always debating
and arguing with people. He harbors the misguided view
that Buddhism is included within the scope of science. I told
him, “Buddhism includes science, but science cannot include
Buddhism.” I debated this with him many times in Malaysia,
but I don’t know if he really understands.

Why do I say that Buddhism includes science? It’s because
the Buddha has fundamental wisdom, but his omniscient
wisdom also encompasses science and philosophy, in its entirety,
including the field of mathematics.

Wise people understand everything, while those who lack
wisdom don’t understand anything. That's why I've given
Buddhism a new name; I call it the “Teaching of Wisdom.”
Buddhism is the study not of how to achieve spiritual powers,
but of actualizing wisdom. With wisdom, problems are solved
right away and everything is understood without having to be
learned. Without wisdom, you may study all you want, but
your learning will not be comprehensive or exhaustive.

Why have I changed “Buddhism” to the “Teaching of
Wisdom?” Because the Buddha is greatly enlightened, and
his great enlightenment is simply wisdom. Therefore, no one
should object to wisdom since they do not wish to remain
confused. The wisdom I'm talking about encompasses every
kind of knowledge.

Manjusri, the Bodhisattva of Great Wisdom, is foremost
in wisdom. The Sanskrit word Bodhisattva means both “one
who enlightens sentient beings” and “an enlightened sen-
tient being.” He is an enlightened being who possesses great
wisdom, and he enables all living beings to become enlight-
ened. The Chinese use the abbreviated pusa instead of the full
transliteration pu-ti-sa-duo. Manjusri translates as “wonderfully
auspicious.” Wonderful means inconceivable, and auspicious
means everything goes exactly as one wishes.

Manjuséri Bodhisattva, in past lives during past kalpas (eons),
was the teacher of the seven Buddhas: Vipashyin Buddha,
Shikhin Buddha, Vishvabhu Buddha, Krakucchanda Buddha,
Kanakamuni Buddha, Kashyapa Buddha, and Shakyamuni
Buddha. These seven Buddhas were all born in Hangzhou,
China, in past kalpas, hence Hangzhou was a Buddhist holy

site. They were in past kalpas, not in the current kalpa.

0 To be continued



