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SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Siitra:

“Where
are the hells?” Poisonless answered, “Within the three seas are
hundreds of thousands of great hells, each one different. Of those

The worthy woman asked the Ghost King Poisonless,

known as ‘great,” there are eighteen primary ones in addition to five
hundred subsequent ones, which inflict limitless cruel sufferings
and hundreds of thousands more, which inflict limitless further
sufferings.” The worthy woman again questioned the great ghost
king, “My mother died recently and 1 do not know where her

spirit has gone.”

Commentary:

The worthy Brahman woman asked the Ghost King Poisonless,
Where are the hells? You spoke of the existence of hells. Ultimately
were are the hells located? Ghost King Poisonless answered the
Brahman woman and said, Within the three seas are hundreds of
thousands of great hells.

What are these seas of karma? These seas of karma are composed
of a conglomeration of living beings’ karma. “Seas” are symbols
for something vast, not necessarily actual seas. They illustrate that
accumulated karma is as limitless and boundless as the great sea.
These three seas are created from the karma of people’s three karmic
vehicles of body, mouth and mind. So Poisonless told the Brahman
woman that within the three seas are the great hells numbering

hundreds of thousands. How many hells are there? Billions of them
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and each one of the hells is different, replete with its unique
setup. It could be said that there is a hell for each kind of karma
created by each person. Hells are not existent and prepared before
people passed way. The hells manifest based on each individual’s
karma; each experiences retributions based on the offenses they
have created. Those who make all sorts of bad karma will receive
all sorts of bad retributions.

For instance, consider the Hell of Molten Pillars. The molten
copper pillars are hollow and filled with raging fire. What kind
of individual falls into the hells? Licentious individuals. The
power of their karma makes these individuals see the copper
pillar as being the shape of a person. A lusty man sees the molten
copper and think it is a beautiful woman. As he runs forward and
embraces the beautiful woman, his skin and flesh are seared; he
is stuck to the pillar and try as he may, he cannot withdraw from
it. A lusty woman sees molten copper as an extremely handsome
man or an old friend. Paying no heed to her situation, she is
intent on getting close to that man. But when she does get close,
she gets burned to death by the fire of desire. After she is burned
to death, a clever wind that wafts in the hells mysteriously rises
and revives her. But she lives only long enough to go through the
experience again. She has forgotten the agony she experienced;
she only remembers what she was attracted to, so she races
forward to receive the same terrible retribution. She does this
repeatedly. This is how the Hell of Molten Pillars works. There
are many different kinds of hells, each with each unique features.

Of those known as “great,” the greatest hells, there are
eighteen primary ones. Each of these eighteen great hells have
eighteen compartments that are distinctly different places.
In addition to those are five hundred subsequent ones, five
hundred more hells, which inflict limitless cruel sufferings. The
various cruelties are uncountable. Besides those are hundreds of
thousands more hells, which inflict limitless further sufferings.
The sufferings inflicted in these hells are lighter than those in the
five hundred previous hells but are also limitless and boundless.

The worthy woman again questioned the great ghost king.
The Brahman woman asked, O big brother ghost king, please
be compassionate and tell me. My mother died recently and
I do not know where her spirit has gone. My mother passed
not long ago, I do not know where my mother’s soul went. Big
brother ghost king, please do a good deed and tell me where her

soul has gone.

2 To be continued
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