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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Lamps of campaka oil, lamps of sumana oil, lamps
of patala oil, lamps of varsika oil, and lamps
of navamalika oil, the merit obtained is also
immeasurable. Campaka is a yellow flower. The essential
oil extracted from this lower can be burned in lamps of
campaka oil. Sumana is known as the “joyful flower.” You
may make offerings to the Dharma Flower Sutra of lamps
of sumana oil, burning oil extracted from sumana flowers.
Patala means “flower that blooms repeatedly.” This species
of flowering plant produces blossoms continuously, and its
oil can be burned in lamps of Patala oil. Varsika, which
means “summer-born flower,” is a flower that blooms only
in the summer. Oil extracted from this flower is burned
in lamps of Varsika oil. And nava, a Sanskrit word,
means “variegated flowers”; madliki is “jasmine.” These
variegated jasmine flowers have patches of many different
colors: red, green, purple, white, yellow, and other colors.
The oil extracted from these flowers is burned in lamps
of navamalika oil. You may make offerings with lamps
burning essential oils from various flowers such as these. The
merit obtained from making any of the aforementioned

offerings is also immeasurable.
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Sutra:

Constellation King Flower, those who hear this chapter, 7he
Former Deeds of Medicine King Bodhisattva. Shall also attain
limitless, boundless merit. If a woman hears this chapter, 7he
Former Deeds of Medicine King Bodhisattva, and upholds it,
after her life ends she needs not be born as a woman again in

her future lives.”

Commentary:

Sakyamuni Buddha addressed Constellation King Flower
Bodhisattva, “Constellation King Flower, those who hear
this chapter, The Former Deeds of Medicine King Bodhisattva,
shall also attain limitless, boundless merit. Not only is the
merit of hearing the entire, Dharma Flower Sutra inconceivable,
but even hearing this chapter alone generates immeasurable merit.”

The Buddha said, “I'm going to give you another example.
If a woman hears this chapter, 7he Former Deeds of Medicine
King Bodhisattva, and reads, recites, and upholds it, after her
life ends she needs not be born as a woman again in her future
lives.” If there is a woman who dislikes having a female body and
thinks it brings a lot of trouble and worry, she may not want to be
a woman again. In that case, she still has to wait until she finishes
her current life cycle. She cannot commit suicide just because she
doesn’t want to be a woman; rather, she must wait for the natural
end of her life. Then, having finished her karmic retribution as a
woman, she will not be born as a woman again.

If she upholds the chapter 7he Former Deeds of Medicine King
Bodhisattva in the Dharma Flower Sutra, then after her life as a
woman comes to its natural end, she will not be born as a woman
again. However, if you wish to be a woman, thinking, “Even
though being a woman can be troublesome, I enjoy being one.
I don’t want to be a man,” you can choose to do so. This passage
does not mean you have to give up being a woman. It’s up to you.
So, women hearing this shouldn’t be afraid that they cannot be
born again as women and run off to avoid listening to the sttra

lecture.
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