2019 Amitabha Session of City of T'en Thousand Buddhas
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Amitabha Buddha
Birthday with a recitation session
from December 8-14,2019. On the

first day of the session, in the early

celebrated

morning hours, the Dharma Masters
transmitted the Eight Precepts, and
this was then followed by a leaving-
home ceremony at 7:15 AM.

The new preceptee, Guo Hua
Shi, who recently left the home-life is
an alumnus from the Boys’ Division of Developing Virtue Secondary
School (DVS). He is also a grandson of Dharma Master Heng Jin who is
the oldest Bhikushni at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. He served as
a volunteer teacher at the Boys” School since January 2018. Along with
his relatives, friends, and hundreds of faithful lay people, many DVS
students attended the ceremony on their own initiative. They flocked to
the already packed Buddha Hall to witness their “teacher and alumnus”
have his head shaved on the special day of Amitabha’s Birthday.

After the leaving-home ceremony, the assembly recited the Amitabha
Sutra and the sacred name of Amitabha Buddha, which was then followed
by universal bowing. At lunch, during the celebration of Amitabha
Buddha’s birthday, five monastic disciples of the Venerable Master spoke
the Dharma, making it a delicious and abundant Dharma feast for
the assembly. Dharma Master Jin Gong — one of the five disciples —
pointed out that the nourishment from food is only temporary, while the
nourishment from Dharma is long-lasting, and endures life-after -life.
He also stressed that in this Dharma-Ending Age, living beings have the
ingrained habit of fighting and contention; as for Amitabha Buddha, he
does not take sides with any particular person; rather, he stands beside
everyone.

Dharma Master Jin Chuan recalled in his talk that, not long ago,

a terminally ill cancer patient from a hospice care unit made a call to
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Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM) requesting the monastics to
pray for him. Dharma Master Jin Wei, originally from Poland, used
to be a volunteer caregiver at a hospital for several years before he
became a monastic. He understood how patients felt about death,
and strongly encouraged Dharma Master Jin Chuan to go with him
to visit the patient in person as a way to fulfill a dying man’s last
wish. They brought a Buddha-recitation machine and placed it next
to the patient’s bed. The Dharma Masters explained the Dharma to
him while teaching him how to recite the Buddha’s name. When
they arrived, the patient was watching TV; by the time they took
their leave, the patient had already put on earphones and was single-
mindedly reciting the Buddha’s name, with an expression full of joy.
Dharma Master Jin Chuan sighed, “Some people recite the Buddha’s
name on a daily basis, but, when they are about to pass away, they are
unwilling to recite the Buddha’s name due to karmic obstacles that
have (caught up with them and) manifested. Fortunately, this patient
had the chance to listen to the Buddha’s name at the end of his life
and was able to recite along with the player; he truly had roots of
goodness!”

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, Abbot of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, expressed that, while alive, reciting Amitabha Buddha’s
name can lead one to living a pure and free life, and then upon passing
away, one can be reborn in the Western Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Because of this, one should recite Amitabha Buddha’s name more
often. Doing so brings about many significant benefits for this and
future lives; by reciting, one will attain inconceivable responses. The
Venerable Master once remarked that one of the thing he likes doing
the most is to recite “Namo Amitabha Buddha.” The Venerable
Master recited the Buddha’s name at all times, even in his dreams, and
so should we as his disciples. Dharma Master Lyu wished everybody
an early Happy Chinese New Year, “May all who recite the Buddha’s
name become members of his retinue — Amitabha Buddha’s Dharma
retinue.”

On theactual day of Amitabha Buddha’s birthday, Sangha members
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas transmitted the Three Refuges
and the Five Precepts to twenty-two lay people. Among them, many
expressed that they wanted to learn Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s
teachings. Also, a couple of lay people expressed their clear aspiration
to become Buddhas. To help living beings become Buddhas is just
one of the important objectives of Bhikshu Dharmakara (Fazang)
who became Amitabha Buddha and realized the Land of Ultimate
Bliss. This is also the ultimate goal of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

in bringing the Proper Dharma to the West. #
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