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Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

The sixth paramita is the paramita of prajna; prajna is wisdom. There
are three kinds of prajna: literary prajna, contemplative prajna, and
real mark prajna. Literary prajna refers to different kinds of wisdom
literature. For example, the sutras are considered a type of literary
prajna. When you look at the words and contemplate them, that is
contemplative prajna. Upon contemplating them, you achieve the
state of true marks, that is the real mark prajna. These three kinds of
prajna comprise the sixth paramita.

What are the four limitless minds? Quickly, look it up in the
Buddhist dictionary. Someone might remember the definition
without looking it up; however, I won't ask today, so your effort to
memorize the definition would have been in vain. What are they?
They are kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy, and equanimity
(which is also sometimes referred to as renunciation or giving.)

The unlimited mind of kindness means to have boundless
kindness. Don’t limit your kindness and compassion. You must have
great kindness and compassion.The unlimited mind of kindness, the
unlimited mind of compassion, the unlimited mind of sympathetic
joy, and the unlimited mind of giving, they must all be limitless and
boundless. Don’t think like this to yourself: “This person has not
changed even the slightest bit even though I have been treating him
with such kindness and compassion.” This is being limited, it is not
considered unlimited. You have to think like this: he does not seem to
be changing now, but he will surely change in the future. Regardless,
I will wait and think of ways to rescue him.

The unlimited mind of compassion doesn’t say: “Oh, this person
suffers too much.” Kindness can bring happiness, and compassion

can alleviate suffering.
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The unlimited mind of sympathetic joy means to enjoy giving. Do
not limit your sympathetic joy, nor your generosity, thinking, “I have
already given so much. I can no more to give. If I give anything else,
I will have nothing left for myself.” When you bring the focus back
to yourself, all that was limitless will become limited. If you do so not
for your sake, but for all living beings of the Dharma Realm, that is an

unlimited mind.

Sutra:
Deeply understands all dharmas are fundamentally still, without
coming into being or ceasing to be, everything is equal, when all

thoughts are left behind, purity is attained, ultimately perfect.

Commentary:

Deeply understands all dharmas are fundamentally still, without
coming into being or ceasing to be, everything is equal. Deeply
understand means that this is not an ordinary kind of understanding. To
deeply understand all dharmas are fundamentally still is to thoroughly
know all dharmas are basically still when nothing comes into being or
ceases to be. All dharmas are equal without distinctions. In the context
of the three kinds of contemplation of emptiness, delusions and the
Middle Way, this corresponds to the Middle Way. The Middle Way has
no distinct appearance. The three kinds of wisdom are Wisdom of the
Way, All-Wisdom and Wisdom of All Modes. The Middle Way conforms
with the Wisdom of All Modes. When thoughts are left behind, purity
is attained. This refers to emptiness. Emptiness belongs to All-Wisdom.
which is ultimately perfect. This is the contemplation that all dharmas
are unreal and illusory, thus accomplishing the Wisdom of the Way.

Emptiness, delusions, and the Middle Way belong to the three kinds
of contemplations: contemplating emptiness, contemplating delusions,
and contemplating the Middle Way. The contemplation of emptiness
is All-Wisdom, the contemplation of delusions is the Wisdom of the
Way, and the contemplation of the Middle Way is the Wisdom of All
Modes. When the mind makes these three kinds of contemplations, it
accomplishes the three types of wisdom. Here it simply means we need to
have these three types of wisdom to enlighten ourselves by enlightening
others, to rescue ourselves by rescuing others, to benefit ourselves by
benefiting others. The Buddha has these three types of wisdom, which
is why he rescues and transforms all living beings. Delusions originate
from emptiness, through delusions one also enters the Middle Way,

therefore it is said to be ultimately perfect.

s> To be continued
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