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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NosLE TRUTHS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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Translated by the International Translation Institute

Perhaps called mere words. People in some countries
called the noble truth of the accumulation of suffering “mere
words,” which means it just has a name, and nothing really
exists.

Perhaps called not pure and pristine. People in some
countries called the noble truth of accumulation “not pure
and pristine.” [Living beings keep accumulating things that
lead them to suffering.] These things are dirty, impure, not
pristine. Never are they undefiled; they are truly defiled.

Perhaps called ground of arising. People in some
countries called the noble truth of accumulation “the ground
of arising.” What arises from this ground? It is a ground from
which afflictions arise.

Perhaps called attachment and grasping. People in some
countries called the noble truth of accumulation “attachment
and grasping.” Attachment means being attached to
something, and grasping means attempting to take something
as one’s own belonging. Thus, “attachment and grasping”

means being so obsessed with something that it is like you

e want to rob other people. One goes to other people’s places,
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< FRAE T - MERCH takes their belongings, and claims them to be one’s own.
|
\/
= JANUARY 2020 VAsRA BooHi Sea | 3



Dt H ‘ PRrOPER DHARMA SEAL

FafaEkis - SeEAERIA
NUZE(E TR, BV TR TR
st R EBIR A HEEN —ER
g o

Mkl - SEEANERIA
NOUE(E TR BE TR, MR
{HEEE ? SRR

M) EEANERA

Gaisdd TR EE(ERTEI T EE
stiEfE T RECRAEMM T IRSRE
HyEHE -

Faamed: : SeEAmERIA
&S = %JI%%ULI REZE ~AEE
(HEEE ? REA AN -

Mok 4k B ﬁ%ﬁﬁ’]l%ﬂ’?k
N egiafE TR AL TR
i S TUERERY - TR SRR SFARAR
O

b AT B - IS
TSt - oA S - B R - Bk
e - A RIGR - SRR g - B
HEELF - R - R b i
5L BRAARE]D -

PRAWET1 © SOPRERFIEE SR —
st > AR T |

MRS S IREE & - PAEG TS
WAMEEF L (EROT I TR
EfE B, (IR TFARS AR
YRt SRR - AR FERYRT © 5
FEAMNBIZRMA - &aiEfE T IEEE )

2ty TEE ) AR AT
EEAYT -
ek braEl @ sLEHIIERZN

N XegiEd e RRIER T T
PR, o EREERPRF—TIRYIEN -

Fekalia - s AR A
&g OE ) sESAM T T
¥a o o BERE —UJREENS - EHEiE T
G

4 | SMERE “0Z0FE—H

Perhaps called low and base. People in some countries called
the noble truth of accumulation “low and base.” This means
something worthless and valueless.

Perhaps called increase and growth. People in some
countries called the noble truth of accumulation “increase and
growth.” What does it cause to increase and grow? The roots of
evil.

Perhaps called heavy burden. People in some countries
called the noble truth of accumulation “heavy burden.” This
means that such an accumulation aggravates beings, adding to
their already many heavy burdens.

Perhaps called able to produce. People in some countries
called the noble truth of accumulation “able to produce.” What
does it produce? Afflictions.

Perhaps called coarse and uncouth. People in some countries
called the noble truth of accumulation “coarse and uncouth.”
Coarse means unrefined, and uncouth means not following the

rules.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called leaving filth,
the noble truth of the cessation of suffering is perhaps called
without equal. Perhaps it is called universal casting out.
Perhaps it is called leaving filth. Perhaps it is called supreme
roots. Perhaps it is called renowned assembly. Perhaps it is
called no waiting. Perhaps it is called destroying delusions.
Perhaps it is called the uppermost. Perhaps it is called the
ultimate. Perhaps it is called breaking the seal.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha. Manjushri Bodhisattva called out
again, “Disciples of the Buddha! ”

In the world called Leaving Filth, the noble truth of the
cessation of suffering is perhaps called without equal. In our
Saha world, there are a lot of names for the noble truth of the
cessation of suffering; it is the same in the world called Leaving
Filth. People in some countries called the truth of the cessation
of suffering “without equal” because nothing can compare to it.

Perhaps it is called universal casting out. People in some
countries called the truth of cessation “universal casting out”
because it enables living beings to completely and universally

eradicate all afflictions.
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Perhaps it is called leaving filth. People in some countries
called the truth of cessation “leaving filth” because it enables
living beings to transcend all wearisome defilements. This is
the meaning of the truth of the cessation of suffering.

Perhaps it is called supreme roots. People in some
countries called the truth of cessation “supreme roots,” which
means unsurpassed roots of goodness. If one reaches this
level of cessation of suffering, one experiences the state where
nothing increases or decreases. This is the supreme foundation.

Perhaps it is called renowned assembly. People in some
countries called the noble truth of cessation “renowned
assembly.” This means that if one attains the truth of cessation,
one is able to join the assembly of all Buddhas, extolling and
praising all Buddhas.

Perhaps it is called no waiting. People in some countries
called the truth of cessation “no waiting.” This means that one
requires nothing more to help end one’s suffering.

Perhaps it is called destroying delusions. People in some
countries called the truth of cessation “destroying delusions”
because this truth enables living beings to smash through all
delusions and shatter all doubts.

Perhaps it is called the uppermost. People in some
countries called the truth of cessation “the uppermost” because
it represents the highest Dharma.

Perhaps it is called the ultimate. People in some countries
called the truth of cessation “the ultimate” because it is
concerned with attaining ultimate cessation.

Perhaps it is called breaking the seal. People in some
countries called the truth of cessation “breaking the seal.”
There could be transcription errors in some sutra texts that
render “seal (E[])” as “egg (U[1).”

According to the explanation in the Shu-Chao Commentary
of the Avatamsaka Sutra, this refers to a seal. What is a seal?
A waxen seal is used to print text on paper. After the text is
printed, the wax is “broken”and can no longer be used again.
This refers to the five skandhas—the form, feeling, cognition,
formation, and consciousness skandhas—no longer arising.

This is why it is called breaking the seal.

0 To be continued
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