Science, Technology and Sustainability During the Climate Crisis
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On December 3, Dr. Andreas Toupadakis, a Greek-born retired
Chemistry professor from UC Davis, gave a talk at Dharma Realm
Buddhist University (DRBU)’s last symposium event for 2019. The

theme was on the urgency of reconnecting science with spirituality

and developing compassion-based technology to approach the
climate crisis. He listed the “vital signs” that indicate the magnitude
of the climate emergency, from overpopulation to the rapid
expansion of air transport. He called attention to the statement
made by 11,000 scientists this year, “The climate crisis has arrived
and is accelerating faster than most scientists expected. It is more
severe than anticipated, threatening natural ecosystems and the fate
of humanity.” Dr. Toupadakis advocates that science and technology
must be used to uplift the poor and destitute and progress with
respect for the planet and all of its creatures, instead of feeding
unconstrained human desires. To him, spirituality and science are
like the two wings of a bird.

Bringing ethics to science and science education has been Dr.
Toupadakis’s lifelong passion. During his 14 years as a chemistry
professor at University of California, Davis, he integrated themes of
self-awareness and spiritual growth into his teaching of chemistry.
He strongly resonates with DRBU’s approach of educating the whole
person and was very delighted to see two of his former students from
UC Davis: Justin Lee, a current MA student, and Dharma Master
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Heng Yuan, co-manager of the kitchen at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas and MA alumni.

How can we not be overwhelmed by the immensity
of the problems with humanity and the world? Dr.
Toupadakis shared his morning prayer which included
having the strength to accept the disasters in the
material world without judgment or upset, to accept
all the behaviors of others without judgement or
criticism, and to accept his own weaknesses and faults
with peace. He starts with doing small tasks at hand
with compassion, not fear, asking himself, “What can I
do for others today?” He trusts that, with sincerity and
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Politics of the Common Good i Early China
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On November 12, 2019, Dr. Michael Nylan, a
professor of Early Chinese history from the University
of California, Berkeley, gave a lecture on the “Politics
of the Common Good in Early China” at a DRBU
Symposium. The focus was on the Shangshu ([HZ -
Venerable Documents) classic, in twenty-nine chapters,
which was deemed the chief repository of political
wisdom. For that reason, the Shangshu was repeatedly
“reconstructed” and revised in imperial times. During
the talk, Dr. Nylan shared the example of Emperor Yu
(%) who governed with virtue and benevolence. She
presented historical examples of minsters who risked
their lives to speak truth to the emperors. Abundant
evidence shows that benevolent governing and wide
consultation in imperial decision-making process were
deeply rooted in China’s early history, notantithetical to
Chinese tradition. Dr. Nylan wished our contemporary
governments could learn from the ancients.

Dr. Nylan herself is keen on speaking her truth in
her research as a historian, and has written on a range
of interdisciplinary topics such as political rhetoric,
gender construction, and the Five Classics and their

place in Chinese history. &

44| EMERE —o—hE+"H

2019411 H12H >
AN R EAT FE A o REHY
LA ] SR A AR R
JEME AR ARE &
FETER T P EFHA
A w B ) AR -
HEEEEED (HE)
mELXAE _-+URE > #
BEBUAHENEE -
R By iE & JR A - (i
&) E&EERHE X

Setithsontan "iE ) RMEET - T
ath o BRE - B
BHLDUBEACEGENE T > W hed TREE LR
FMEZEmERrREw ESH T KREFEER
B » (BRI EASIEEP A ER S S  FEERR
A B Y R EARE SR - 9 A B v B e R 2 T B
B5E - e DA M E B T DA A2
SIS .

“Let us use history to
inspire us to push a
country forward, to
help us believe that

all things are possible

and to demand a
country lives up to
its stated ideals.”
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