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11. Lecturing on the Earth Store Sutra

of 1951, Chan Sui-Cheong and other
laypeople invited Venerable Master to lecture on the Earth Store

During November

Sutra at Tung Sin Tan in Hong Kong. Raising a Dharma Banner
and opening this expedient Dharma Door, Venerable Master
lectured more than forty days to an audience of over a hundred

Buddhists every day.

Narrated by Venerable Master Hua:

During the winter of 1951, Loh Guo Ming, Chan Guo Fat
(Chan Sui-Cheong), Yuen Guo Lam (Chan Sui-Cheong’s wife),
Tang Guo Shin, and Mak Guo Lin along with other laypeople
invited me to lecture on the Earth Store Sutra at Tung Sin Tan.
The next autumn, at the same place, I lectured the Vazjra Sutra,
and subsequently the Amitabha Sutra at Poh Kok Temple. As you
all know, I lecture sutras all the time since I cannot live without
lecturing sutras. As long as I have a breath, I will give lectures on
the sutras; I will only stop lecturing the moment my breath ceases.
If you ask me, “Are you capable of lecturing sutras?” Well, I am not
capable of it, but I am practicing and learning how to lecture. Some
people in Hong Kong rumored: “He lectures sutras? How can he

lecture sutras when he is illiterate? How does he know how to
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[Ewemmnena]

of Earth Store Bodhisattva

lecture on the sutras?” At the
time I was lecturing on the
sutras in Taiwan, and there
were people who made
i similar comments about me,
“He cannot even read a single
word, how can he lecture
on the sutras? Don’t go and
listen!” The more these people
prevented others from going,
the more curious others
became as they wanted to

see how an illiterate Dharma

Master could lecture on the

sutras. I was also curious
about this; if I am illiterate,
then how could I lecture on
Sutra of the Past Vows 5
the sutras?

My calligraphy is also

poor. Even though people
were aware that their Master’s calligraphy was poor, they still
wanted to keep his works as antiques. I tell you honestly and
clearly that I am unwilling to write letters. First, this is because
of my busy schedule. Second, I know that my calligraphy is poor,
and therefore, am unwilling to have my poor
calligraphy kept as an antique in the future. I
lived in Hong Kong over ten years, and many
left-home people claimed that I was illiterate. I
admitted that I was illiterate, but I was willing
to learn. Even though the literary prajna is not
the real, [true actual inherent wisdom], one still
needs to know a little bit of it.

You should not assume whatever I say is
always correct. When I have lectured, there
may have been some mistakes. Why? Because
I have not read the sutras even once before
lecturing on them. I am now lecturing on the
Avatamsaka Sutra in America, but this is actually

the first time I have had the Avatamsaka Sutra
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WY ETE AR BT .% in my hands. Although I have participated in
Choi Guo Su. the 7-day Avatamsaka Sessions in Hong Kong
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Buddhist Lecture Hall in which everyone chanted the Avatamsaka
Sutra for twenty-one days, I had not read a single word of the
Avatamsaka Sutra due to my administrative duties. Therefore, I
have not read or chanted the Avatamsaka Sutra before. Generally
speaking, before a Dharma Master lectures on the sutra, he will first
read the commentaries, then read the sutra text, and then study it
many times. However, I have neither read or chanted the sutra nor
read its commentary. That’s why the principles I have lectured may
have some mistakes. Why? Because I am stupid, so I might not fully
understand all the principles that was spoken by the Buddha. All of
you are wise people, especially the young people. Your wisdom far
surpasses mine manifold. Even though what I said was not correct, I
have already ploughed the barren field and let you plant and harvest.
If what I lectured is correct, then you can follow it; otherwise, you

can correct it with your own true wisdom.

[ Postscripts] Laywoman Tan Guozheng wrote:

At that time, my family did not really believe in a particular
religion. Even though I studied in an English Catholic school, what
the Bible preached did not convince me to be baptized and become
a Catholic. My father, Tan (Tam) Pucai (Dharma name Guopu), did
not have any particular religious beliefs either, but he enjoyed going
to Tung Sin Tan. At that time, many businessmen would attend the
Taoist organizations there, and my father often went too. At that
time, he was already over seventy, so I often accompanied him to
Tung Sin Tan. I always waited on the balcony outside, because a lot
of incense was being burnt inside. It made the place really smoky and
I was not interested in whatever they were doing.

In the winter of 1951, Upasaka Chan Sui-Cheong invited the
Master to lecture the Earth Store Sutra. Layperson Chan Sui-Cheong
ran a shop selling cloth; the first floor was for family living, and on
the second floor was a loft, where Master lived. I did not attend the
lectures when Master gave talks on Earth Store Sutra because I was
indifferent to the activities in Tung Sin Tan. When Master lectured
Earth Store Sutra at Tung Sin Tan, Choi Guo Su, who was around
fifteen or fourteen at that time, saw the Dharma seat emit light,
illuminating the whole hall. She also experienced many other states.
The Master said she came from the heavens and so she had heavenly

eyes. )
2 To be continued
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