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Celebrating Tradition:

DRBA’s 60th and CTTB’s 40th Anniversary
Commemorated at the 27th Honoring Elders Day
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By Zhu Qing
English translation by Early Bird Translation Team
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) celebrated its
annual Honoring Elders Day on October 26, 2019. This
year’s celebration coincided with the 60th anniversary of
the founding of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
(DRBA), the 40th anniversary of the CTTB’s opening the
ceremony light, as well as the 40th anniversary of the founding
of Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU).

This year also marks the 27th anniversary of CTTB
hosting Honoring Elders Day. Every year CTTB invites
elders, many locals from the Mendocino community to
celebrate this festival together. This year, the attendees enjoyed
performances given by the students from Instilling Goodness
and Developing Virtue School (IGDVS), which was founded
by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. The students worked hard
together to stage these performances, and also to prepare and

serve a most delicious and nutritious vegetarian lunch to the
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elders in attendance. The atmosphere on the site of the performance felt

warm and welcoming.

Over 800 people participated in this year’s Honoring Elders Day.

The theme was “Commemorating the Past and Innovating the Future.”

Among the shows was a series of reflections on how Venerable Master Hua

instructed his disciples in 1959 to establish the “San Francisco Buddhist
Lecture Hall,” and how the name changed twice since the Master came
to America: first to “Sino-American Buddhist Association” and finally to
“Dharma Realm Buddhist Association.”

After the purchase of the property in 1976, CTTB celebrated its
grand opening light ceremony on November 4, 1979, as well as the
formal founding of DRBU on the very same day. That year also marked
the completion of Venerable Master Hua’s nine-year-long Avatamsaka

Sutra lecture series and the three-steps-one-bow pilgrimage made by two

American monks for the sake of world peace. It took Dharma Masters

Heng Sure and Heng Chau two years and ten months to complete their
arduous bowing pilgrimage from Los Angeles to northern California,
where they finally arrived at CTTB.

On this Honoring Elders Day, forty years after the founding of
CTTB, the students staged rich and wonderful performances including
guqin, guzheng, pipa, a violin duet, chorus, Chinese orchestra, Chinese
Water Sleeve Dance, Dragon Dance, and 24-Season Drums, one after
another. A very popular local band called “Uketones” comprised of local
Ukiah elders, also came to play. They also stayed to support the student
performances. A Ukiah resident, Mr. Spencer, also played jazz piano.
His music was lively, quick, and full of rhythm. During the show, the
students also said that “innovating the future” means that “we must
continuously improve to have a positive impact on the future.”

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the abbot of CTTB, celebrated together
with everyone the Honoring Elders Day as well as the three anniversary
activities. One of the founding presidents of DRBU, Dr. Ron Epstein,
introduced Carmel Angelo, the chief executive officer of the County of
Mendocino. Then Ms. Angelo
shared a short history to the
assembled guests of DRBA,
CTTB, and DRBU.

Before the purchase of CTTB,
Dharma Master Heng Lai, asenior
American bhikshu, told of how
he came to investigate the site.
He recalled that there were three
other disciples of the Venerable
Master with him when they
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' made the first trip to CT'TB.
They were overwhelmed and
. felt that this place was too
big. After several years of
{ negotiations, the acquisition
! was finally sealed and this
place became the largest
Buddhist

North America. Several years

monastery  in

later, the Master initiated
and advocated celebrating
Honoring Elders Day and
Cherishing Youth Day. Dharma Master Lai quoted the
Venerable Master, “We should always respect the elders,
because this is the way we respect ourselves. When you
respect elders, you respect the country, you respect
teachers, and ultimately, you respect yourself, your
true self.” Dharma Master Lai represented the Sangha
greeting all of the guests and welcoming them to our
celebration of Honoring Elders Day.

In her speech, Dr. Susan Rounds, the President
of DRBU, pointed out that as she looked around the
audience, she saw that the crowd of elders represented
wisdom, while the youth represented hope and promise.
She said, “At DRBU, we believe that the world needs less
artificial intelligence, and more true wisdom. Whatever
our superficial differences may be, our fundamental
nature—the nature intrinsic to living beings — is the
same: pure, compassionate, and full of light. All we need
to do is let that light shine.”

This was followed by Dharma Master Lai and Dr.
Susan Rounds unveiling the US Postal Commemorative
Poster, which celebrates the 60th anniversary of the
founding of DRBA, the 40th anniversary of the Opening
Light ceremony at CTTB, and the 40th anniversary
of the establishment of DRBU. This year’s special
Honoring Elders Day also included delicious vegetarian
cakes baked carefully by the laypeople to commemorate
all three anniversaries. As everyone ate cake and shared
in the joy of celebration, the event was brought to a

perfect conclusion. &
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