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Recalling the Earliest Days at the City  (continueq)
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A Talk Given by John Scroggs on June 26, 2019 at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
Chinese Translated by BTTS volunteer
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The last time I shared my experiences, I spoke of the heating
system situation at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and had
mentioned Robbie, the person who created and installed the first
wood stove, at a time when we had no heat here. It is not the case
that we purchased the place without any heating system; there
was plenty of thermal units, but heat was mostly provided by a
large steam boiler plant. So it was an “all or nothing” proposition,
and was out of the question to heat every building when there
were so few people living here.

Robbie was an artist and Master Hua had asked him if he
could build a Lotus Flower platform for the Guanyin Image
behind me. So that was the primary reason he was here.

There were a number of artists who came up here in those
early days. Wan Taisheng was here with his whole family and
they were working on and assembling this Guanyin statue. I can

still remember his children working in the wood shop putting
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together some of the hands.

We had another Asian artisan, Ho Tien, who came up a bit
later. He was a traditional Chinese wood carver. He did many of
the carvings adorning the alters in this and other halls. He also
began two large standing images of Dharma Protectors which he
has never completed. They are still here if some one would like
to take up and finish the project. Although Ho Tien is quite old,
I believe he is still alive. Maybe he would be able to give some
verbal guidance.

Another artist named Flory Falong Chowe, encouraged
by Master Hua, also moved up to teach some art classes on
sculpture and painting, as well as to continue her own work. I
remember some exhibitions back then, one of which Master Hua
participated in with his paintings of Guanyin Bodhisattva with
the forty-two hands and eyes. These exhibits were in the same
location we still use for art exhibitions.

Another artist who moved up here was a potter by the name
of Matteo. He did large ceramic vases. He brought his parrot
with him and he used the parrot as a model for a number of the
ceramic creations he did here. Anyway, art was an important
element here at CT'TB from the very beginning.

But getting back to the “heat” topic—it was really a luxury
in the early days. We had the “Ice Box” standard from Gold
Mountain Monastery (GMM) where, for instance, a new gas
heater had been installed but was never turned on by anyone
to save some money. And CTTB was and is a little colder
than GMM. Here, at CTTB, when unheated, the walls of the
buildings sweat in the winter and the inside is often colder than
the outside. Soon after Robbie built and installed the first wood
stove, Master Hua agreed to contract with a local welder to build
25 Swedish style secondary combustion stoves which we installed
in many locations throughout the property.

This helped tremendously and gave us a way to warm things
up without spending a lot of money. I asked Master Hua if I
could install a wood burning steam boiler in the Guest Building.
(I don’t know what we call it today, but it was also called the
DRBU building.) This boiler worked for a while, but was not
very efficient. It consumed lots of wood and it struggled to meet
the demand load of the building in the winter. It was helpful to
have these wood stoves done at the time for a number of reasons,
one being that they are now “grandfathered-in” for this modern

age of today when it is not possible to use wood for heat in many
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locations in California.

Also, because these wood stoves are already installed, we
are still able to use them if we wish. It helps us to use up
the plentiful supply of wood we keep getting from the falling
limbs and trees on this property. It is also a benefit to have
a back-up heat source if we ever experience power failures,
and perhaps it has natural gas shortages. Who knows? How
many times in history have things turned out contrary to the
expectations of the crowd?

I can think of a few that have occurred in this relatively
short life of mine. Anyway, this wood heating option we have
out here in the country, in this particular place, gives us a
resilience and redundancy for heating, which is useful thing to
have, even if it is not used.

Of course we did have some heat units in the beginning,
but only in a few locations, and not in the large
institutional buildings. The main share of the heat
was provided by steam when the state owned the
facility, so we had large steam pipes throughout
CTTB and undersized gas pipes throughout,
which we also could not use, at least not very well.
So when we began to install gas heat that worked,
but this usually required a lot of pipe resizing. I
experimented with steam heat in two areas: one
was in the Guest Building, and the other was in
the Bodhi House basement. This latter boiler was
done at a later stage during the Refugee program,
so I won’t talk about it now.

This wish for “resilience and redundancy”

o KGR E AR — ] > (ERCRIA 2 RS -

EREHERNENARY - A REBRELK
Ry RSVt e SER R - LB iE RS
BRI ERAEEY - &5 H A 2% EHh -
Horp 2 — 2R S AINET 2 105 A 5 B2
SHIBR R > EERGIEREE T HCHE

FE S ARSI B R 2R I BE SR S R AT A
Z AR > IR FRAII PR T LAGE A - iE Lk
SKNE W] DAE B R FUOB FE BRI VAR AR A %
HETARFERL - 5551 - BReE (E Ry i 4t
BRER - ANRBENE B B R AR AR
RE(EF - slERIE ? EES E A X/ D REEHA
NI TR AR 2 it 2

Fer] DR EIAE TS (MR8 Y AR 88 2R Y
RPN - SR > IR ARIEEEIR R
S AR B (T Ry BRAMTEE B A A0 AV
gE > BNEEEE A At AR -

BN VIR — iR R a0 B
LA S TT 5 KRB S i SR AIR
28 o DIRTEE R INBUF Y E SRR - BRSR
EEAREFEZR > R OSRZRVE R
ATFEEE G SNERRZEMAA L
RTINS BLHTE » E FRATIBAAG NS FLETR SR
ZHHF o BT RV ELETE NS T © G AEW
(a7 sl A 7R - — (B ARV ES
Kt B—milESieiat M= > ek

Novemser 2019 Vasra BooH Sea |25

B8 #b o ‘ a4 iIHaog



BB ¥ OHf ‘ BobHi FiELD

is not limited to the world of heating. In the early days, it
seemed important to me, because we never had either. When
we had things that needed doing, there was usually only one
person available to do it—one person to man the office, one
person to mow the grass, one person to maintain the sewage
plant, one person to do emergency repairs, etc. Whether this
was true or not, this was how it appeared to me. To make
matters worse, as soon as we “hit our stride,” started to “get
a handle on the work load,” and get comfortable with the
daily routine, Master Hua would send one or two of us off
to work in another Way-place in Los Angeles, or Seattle,
or Vancouver, BC. So, it was always “too much work, not
enough people to do the work, and, if we may say so, not
enough money to do the work.” Yet the mystery was that it
all worked! The system at that time seemed to thrive on this
“lack”— this kind of emptiness, filled with few personnel,
little money and lots of work to do. Perhaps we could say it is
the same today? Perhaps we could say, paradoxically, that the
“comfort and ease” we develop in the Way-place is derives
from a lack of “comfort and ease?”

Today we covered some of the early years relating to
“heat.” Next time I hope to get into the early history of
the power system at CTTB, and then I would like to tell
some stories of the activities that occurred here prior to the

beginning of the Refugee Program. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —FFELV0+FyT US$45.00 / 1 year

(] ZfFFEe/\ 77T US$85.00 / 2 years
(] =FFEE—1H17T US$110.00 / 3 years

BONHERS - fEtEe5% vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXZEHIE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

RN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org

B8 In Taiwan 3305 R EENEE

2L RN\ 518
FEEL ¢ (02) 2786-3022 {HE - (02) 2786-2674

144 Name:
ikl Address:

ZEE Tel. No.:
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