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In Memory of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

—Dharma Talks from the 24th Observance of his Entering Nirvana
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At the Five Contemplations Hall of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, June 21, 2019

By Bhikshu Heng Lai
Chinese Translated by Bhikshu Jin Yong

The Master said the only goal he had when he came to this
world was to create living Buddhas. He had no other goals.

So, I was able to witness the Master fulfill this intention
for many years. Each time he encountered a living being,
even [if it was] an animal, he would work on crossing
them over towards Buddhahood. Even in the course of
doing business and interacting with people in the outside
world , he would look at them and their Buddha-nature
to see what he could do to get them to become Buddhas.
One time, we went to the Golden Gate Park. There was,
at that time, an aquarium there. They had fish and other
sea creatures, and so, some lay disciples invited the Master
and the Master said, “Okay, I'll go along.” So, he went
on a trip to this aquarium. When we arrived, instead of
enjoying looking at the fish and other animals there, he
started reciting mantras for them.

Even to the point of reciting for an alligator, he recited
mantras for the alligator and continued on down. Next, he
looked at the fish, and then recited for them. He wanted
to cross over all living beings. He had the true Dharma

spirit of the Buddha. Because we are human, we have a

18] ®BIBRE —O0—NE+—H

(ER SER ]
UK R ER o sE

LGRS 8 A Ry 55y
WU TS -

HAEAR » FRAFE AT RIS

A - Aamttt BRI EAEZSY) - £
J\%Vijj%EjJﬁﬂF’]ﬂﬁ%L RI{EER
SNEHIABERIS ~ T30 - EANEEE
BEEITHINE - BB - 7%—
Ko ELBHE EAR =TI
& - EERAL A — A SR A KRS
PIHIKIREE » EAER © THFIE > K -
1 R E e EAREERFIEDKIRES -
HMWIREESEIELKEEY) - EA

—EA At R n Ry s R AR L
B FIEE A > AL R EE RS
EElR O AR WA

AR - E ANBAEAFERE
o JAMIEAE NS > LLREHMAYZRAE -
HMEEEREE - N RIM A LUE
17 = APl B ARl ey B B3k e
T BB AT - EAZIRA
Al >~ A8 B B EIZEAYEF



great advantage over those in the animal world because we can
cultivate the Way. So, he really worked hard on us to help us
cultivate the Way and wake up to our true natures. He would
always tell us whether walking, sitting, lying down, [or] eating,
always be mindful. Be mindful of the Buddha, be mindful of the
Dharma and be mindful of the Sangha. Always keep yourself in
the present. Don’t let your mind wander all over the place and
you’ll have more ofen attainment that way.

Even as we eat this wonderful vegetarian meal, we can still
be mindful. This is a good practice for us today because we eat
every day, and there are many other days in the week, many other
weeks in the month, and many other months in the year. Today

is a special day—you can use it for cultivation. Amituofo.

By Bhikshuni Heng Chih
Chinese Translated by Bhikshuni Jin Jing

On this day, we express our remembrance of the Master by
honoring the day of his passing. I will share with you two small
things that I remember well. Shortly after I joined the Shurangama
session in the summer of 1968 at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in
San Francisco, | had a dream of the Master in which I was just an
observer. In the dream, he was walking ahead of me along a path
beside a lake. So, I saw him only from the back dressed in a gray
robe. He moved silently and humbly with his shoulders, slightly
rounded—no words were spoken. And yet, the dream left me
with a lingering sense of having witnessed something profound
beyond the scope of words and thought.

It wasn’t until sometime later that I realized what the Master’s
bearing had communicated. It came to my understanding when
I heard the Master’s quote—it was a passage from Mencius. It
goes like this, Mencius said, “Humaneness, righteousness,
propriety and wisdom are rooted from the mind and
the heart, and yet they also take form. They are clearly
visible in the countenance. They suffuse the back and they
spread through the four limbs. The entire body becomes a
nonverbal analogy.”

It was then that I realized in both my waking state and
dreaming state, I had witnessed this nonverbal communication
of the essence of virtue, embodied by the Master. His quiet
presence communicated to me that he was entirely virtuous. The

second thing I remember was the verse the Master wrote. It goes

like this:
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Language is only fabrication and provocation, We use it
to make excuses.

Let us value our energy for we all can become Buddhas.

During this dream, stay silent; have not the slightest
thought.

While awake to find that all along, there is not even a
single word.

Language is only fabrication and provocation, We
use it to make excuses. We have the habit of talking. Did
you happen to notice how many words you said on your
way here today? Were they all worth it? The Master might
tell us, “Probably not.” He said that words and sentences
are but figments of our imagination. They arise from
definitions we make with our minds—definitions that are
not reliable because they come from our false thinking. But
he also said, “Words are convenient for us to use because
they help us justify our actions.” They help us vindicate
our mistakes. They help us excuse our behavior. In other
words, they help us sustain our ego and we use them to try
to convince ourselves and others that we are the center of
the universe.

Let us value our energy for we all can become
Buddhas. In the second line of this verse, the Master
reminded us that talking uses up our energy and making
others listen to our talking uses up their energy. He pointed
out that there are better things to do with our energy. For
example, we can use it to urge ourselves to wake up and to
propel ourselves to ward becoming sages and Buddhas.

During this dream, stay silent; have not the
slightest thought. In the third line, the Master suggested
how we might proceed with our lives. He said during this
dream, stay silent. This dream he referred to is the lives
we're living. The Sages and the scientists tell us that what
we are able to think and know is extremely limited in its
scope—so limited that it’s likened to a mere dream state.
The Master’s advice is: don’t talk so much. In fact, the best
is to be quiet and listen to the silence. Try it some time. Try
it on your way back home today.

The second part of the third line says: have not the
slightest thought here. Slightest translates to the [Sanskrit]
word [for] ksana, and ksana has a formula. I'm going to tell

you the formula ksana is a measure of time. So remember
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not the slightest thought, not a ksana of the thought. Some says
that the ksana is equal to 1/75th of a second. Others say that 60
ksanas are equal to a finger snap. There are 90 ksana in a thought
and that there are 4,500 thoughts in a minute. The point being
that not for the slightest intake of a breath—not for the slightest
blink of an eye. Should we have thoughts?

While awake to find that all along, there is not even a
single word. And finally, the fourth line. The Master offered
us a glimpse of what emerging from this dream might be like.
He said, “Awake to find that all along, there is not even a single
word.” Well, just think about it. All the talking we do and all
those words we use to make excuses for ourselves isn't worth it.
Lets take this last line away with us and ponder it. Use it as a
meditation topic in Chinese. Huatou loosely translated means
that which comes just before language. What is it that exists just
before we use words to define it? I ask you again: what is it that
exists just before we use words to define it? That’s the Master’s

advice I leave for you today to remember him by.
By the Abbot, Bhikshu Heng Lyu

So, we all know the Venerable Master made eighteen great
vows to benefit all living beings.

When he was young, included first in one of his eighteen
great vows was: any living beings encompassing the Dharma
Realm, from Bodhisattvas to living beings in the hells—if there
is a living being among them who doesnt become a Buddha, he
won't become a Buddha either. Therefore, out of loving kindness
and compassion, the Venerable Master consistently transforms
living beings day and night. Each time he reverently completed
his prostrations to the Three Jewels—the Buddha, the Dharma,
and the Sangha—he would add an extra bow. He said the extra
bow was dedicated to all living beings in the Dharma Realm
because they will eventually become Buddhas in the future.
At the same time, he also transferred the merit from bowing
to all living beings. From this, we can deeply understand that
the loving kindness and compassion of his great vows to benefit
living beings goes beyond space and time.

This year, 2019, is the 40th anniversary of the opening of the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The Venerable Master once told
us, “The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is the place to produce
myriad Buddhas.” Therefore, he said those who come to the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas will definitely become Buddhas in
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the future.” Hearing that, someone may say, “I am at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas now, how do I become a
Buddha?” The answer is simple. We should practice the
Six Great Guidelines that the Venerable Master already
set for us to incorporate into our daily lives. They are: no
fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing
personal advantage and no lying. Someone might say,
“I am a businessperson, if I don’t fight, how can I make
money?” Or someone may say, “I am a student, if I don’t
fight, how will I get into a good school?” In fact, not
fighting doesn’t mean we don’t do anything; it’s to remind
us that we should keep a peaceful mind towards the things
that we do while not having thoughts of anger, resentment
or jealousy. In the same way, not having greed is the same
as being content which is true happiness. Not seeking
reminds us to purify our mind by having less desire,
especially lust. Not being selfish reminds us to practice
loving kindness, compassion, and putting ourselves in
other people’s shoes.

Not pursuing personal advantage reminds us to benefit
all living beings. Refraining from lying reminds us to be
honest and have an open heart. Therefore, the Master said
the Six Great Guidelines are the foundation of becoming
a Buddha and those who practice the Six Great Guidelines
are undoubtedly happy all the time. He is no longer, with
us in a physical body. Before entering nirvana, however,
he told us that he came from empty space and will return
to empty space. What does that mean? It means that with
his loving-kindness and compassion we are encouraged to
remember that our inherent Buddha-nature is completely
pure—ijust like empty space—beyond production and
cessation. At the same time, he also encourages us to
cultivate sincerely. The Venerable Master will always help
us [regardless of our whereabouts] because empty space
pervades everywhere; the loving kindness and compassion
of his great vows to benefit living beings pervades
everywhere as well. Today, we gather together here to
sincerely express our gratitude to the Venerable Master for
his loving kindness and compassion. At the same time,
we should cultivate vigorously to help the proper Dharma
dwell in the world so all living beings receive the benefit.
Therefore, we can definitely accomplish Buddhahood soon

and not keep the Venerable Master waiting too long. %
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