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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NosLE TRUTHS

#%43THR  Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

If not (if you have not mastered Sanskrit), and yet you claim that you
are the Buddha, and then I claim that I am the great Buddha, even
greater than you. Or you claim that you are the great Buddha, and
I claim I am the heavenly Buddha, greater than the great Buddha.
What's the use? All of you should know: these are just illusory names!
One doesn’t become great by having a fancy title. Only if you truly
cultivate, and have merit and virtue can you be considered great.

For example, we have someone here who believes he is Jesus, and
always tells others, “Look, I am Little Jesus.” If you were actually
Little Jesus, you should be able to speak the language of Israel. I don't
believe that he can do that, therefore, he is an imposter.

From this one case, you could apply it to three other cases. If you
understand one corner of a table, you should be able to roughly
figure out the other three corners. A table has four corners, [and is
usually placed in alignment with cardinal directions or intercardinal
directions. The four cardinal directions are north, south, east, and
west; the four intercardinal directions are] southeast, southwest,
northeast, and northwest. If I explain one corner, you should be able
to understand the other three corners. If you can only figure out one
corner, but have no clue about the other three, then you are not yet
worthy to teach.

No matter who you are, you should resolve: “I must cultivate!”
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Then you should cultivate honestly and not attempt to
gain false recognition for yourself, saying, “Oh, I'm such
and such...” Really? Do you think if you don't tell me that I
wouldn't have a clue?

Perhaps it is called indestructible. People in some
lands call the truth of the path to the cessation of suffering
“indestructible.” This path is more solid than vajra, as long
as you cultivate, you will be able to walk the path from a
position of an ordinary person to the position of the Buddha.
However, you have to cultivate and must walk the path. If
you dont walk the path and then claim, “I am already a
Buddha.”

would be unbelievable!) Isn’t that pathetic?

How could you achieve that? I don’t know! (That

Perhaps it is called profound expedients. People in some
lands call the truth of the path to cessation “profound
expedients.” This is a great expedient — the most superior
expedient — which also means an ultimately skillful means.

Perhaps it is called escape. People in some lands called
the truth of the path to cessation “leaving.” Leaving from
what? You escape your “cage” and leave your “prison.” This is
like a bird flying out of a cage — it’s free! It is also someone
getting out from his prison. Each of us has our own prison in
which we are stuck and have no freedom; we can’t fulfill our
wishes or do what we want. Things are always unsatisfactory.
That’s because we are stuck and can’t escape our own prison.

Escaping the prison of self is part of this, but we also
need to escape the three realms: the desire realm, the form
realm, and the formless realm. All of these are various forms
of escape.

Perhaps it is called not vulgar. People in some lands call
the truth of the path to cessation “not vulgar.” As the Chinese
“ Oh, not

bad!” Not being vulgar means being great and lofty; you do

saying goes, “Oh, pretty good,” in English, it is
not act mean and lowly, or beg for the sympathy of others.
As cultivators, each of us should have lofty thoughts and
not behave in a lowly fashion; we should be noble. You
should not be arrogant, thinking, “Oh, I am not lowly, but
you are inferior and detestable, so I am not going to talk to
you because you are beneath me.” This is not right either. If
you behave this way, you separate and break away from living
beings; this is known as “leaving.” You fail to collaborate with
living beings and you also fail to unite with them as one. So

that’s why I never want to “leave” [living beings behind].
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So others have asked me, “What kind of person are
you?” I replied, “I am the same as you.” I will not say,
“I am higher than you, get out of here.” I will not do
that — why? As I always say, my principle is that of
the Dharma Realm. Anything included in the Dharma
Realm is also contained within me. In the Dharma
Realm, there is good and bad, success and failure, and all
of these are within me. Whatever I do encompasses the
entire Dharma Realm, and is without a notion of self. I
am the Dharma Realm and the Dharma Realm is me.
Therefore, for me, there is neither good nor bad, since
good and bad are included within the Dharma Realm.

Perhaps it is called penetration. People in some lands
call the truth of the path to cessation “penetration,”
meaning this path penetrates all directions without
impediment, even other universes.

“Penetration” means able to go in any direction at will.
In other words, you can come to San Francisco from any
direction; you can go to New York from any direction,
you can go to Paris from any direction, you can go to
Rome from any direction. Hence, there is an old saying,
“all roads lead to Rome.” “Leading to Rome” means that
Rome is accessible from any direction. But it isn’t just
Rome that’s accessible, is it? We live in a net of worlds —
which even leads to other worlds! Comparatively, Rome,
New York, San Francisco, and Paris are tiny; only seeing
these is too short-sighted! If you cultivate the way, you
can penetrate as many worlds as the innumerous sands of
the Ganges. So the truth of the path to cessation is also
known as “penetration.”

Perhaps it is called nature of liberation. People in
some lands call the truth of the path to cessation the
“nature of liberation.” Once you practice the path to
perfection, you attain liberation, which means that you
will be unfettered, unhindered, and unattached. Since no
one binds you up, you are free and can attain liberation.

Perhaps it is called able to rescue and set free. People
in some lands call the truth of the path to cessation “able
to rescue and set free.” In other words, one can go to
the other shore, one travels from this shore of birth and
death across the current of afflictions, and arrives at the

other shore of Nirvana.

2 To be continued
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