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On August 31, 2019, upon invitation, a Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA) delegation led by
Reverend Heng Sure, the president of DRBA, arrived in
China for intrafaith exchanges. The delegation consisted
of Bhikshus Heng Lai, Jin Chuan, and Jin Wei; and
Bhikshunis Heng Liang, Heng Jiao, Heng Jie, Jin Ji, and
Jin Jing; and Professor Ron Epstein — almost twenty
people. The delegation was accompanied by Dharma
Master Pu Zheng, Vice Secretary of the Buddhist
Association of China (BAC) and they first went to visit
Fayuan (Dharma Source) Monastery in Beijing. Fa Yuan
Monastery is where the Buddhist Academy of China is
currently located and is the oldest Buddhist monastery in
Beijing. The DRBA delegation was warmly welcomed by
Dharma Master Zong Xing, Vice President of BAC.
Reverend Heng Sure first thanked Master Zong
Xing for his welcome and said that this time they came
to China for a religious exchange, more specifically
for an on-site learning Chinese Buddhism, as well as
He
hoped that later this tradition of Chinese Buddhism

understanding the development of Sangha there.

could be brought back to America so that Westerners will
truly understand this tradition. At the moment, Chinese
Buddhism’s influence is still weak in America. However,
as long as everybody works hard, resolves on Bodhi, and
vigorously advances towards the goal, the propagation of
Buddhism in America will surely be successful. Reverend
Heng Sure hoped that Buddhism can become the link of
exchange between Chinese and Western cultures. He said
that this being our goal, we should deepen our exchanges,
and work together for the common goal of spreading the

Buddhadharma throughout the world.
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On September 1, the delegation went south to Bailin (Cypress
Forest) Chan Monastery in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Province. As one of the
monasteries founded by eminent patriarchs of the Chan School, Bailin
Chan Monastery has 1,700 years of history, thus truly making it a thousand-
year-old monastery rich with history. The delegation was accompanied
by High Master Ming Hai and proceeded to the Ten-Thousand-Buddha
Pavillion where they lit incense and recited the sutra. After the ceremony,
a conversation was held in the Hall of Pointing at the Moon. In the
afternoon, Reverend Heng Sure gave a Dharma talk to the assembly of the
entire monastery at the auditorium of the Buddhist Academy.

On September 2, accompanied by Dharma Master Pu Zheng, the
delegation went south to visit Zhenru (True Suchness) Monastery on Yunju
Mountain in the city of Jiujiang, Jiangxi Province. Zhenru Monastery is
the birth-place of the Caodong Lineage, one of the five Chan schools
of China. Venerable Master Hsu Yun, the eminent monk of the Chan
School entered Nirvana at this monastery. When Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua was in America, he invited the abbot at that time, Venerable Master
Yi Cheng, to come to America to transmit the precepts and to be the
certifying acharya (teacher). Also, DRBA monastics have visited Zhenru
Monastery several times. The current abbot of Zhenru Monastery, High
Master Chun Wen, came to CTTB in 2018 to attend Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua’s Centennial Birthday.

Reverend Heng Sure and others went to the abbot’s quarters, and bowed
to Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s sharira. High Master Chun Wen wrote and
presented to DRBA the following line of Chinese calligraphy,“The source
of Dharma courses long and wide.”

Master Pu Zheng stated, the Chan School is the most telling sign of
Buddhism’s sinolization — it assimilates and reflects the features of Chinese
culture. It became the School most representative of Chinese Buddhism.
Since the Tang dynasty, Chan Buddhism has been deeply interfused with
Chinese culture and flourished in China. Recently, it was brought to
America by the eminent monks like Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. The
CTTB Sangha has been carrying on the tradition of wearing the precept
sash wherever they go, eating only one meal a day before noon, investigating
mindfulness whether they are in stillness or in motion, and cultivating
diligently day and night — thus they fully embody and carry on Chinese
Buddhism. What the CTTB Sangha has been doing is becoming an
important link for the exchanges between Chinese and Western Buddhism.
May the Buddha’s light shine universally, may Buddhist devotees of both
China and America carry on the spirit exemplified by those pioneering
virtuous Bodhisattvas of the Great Vehicle; may everyone maintain proper
mindfulness, study from each other, and make due contributions towards

world peace as well as towards purifying people’s minds. #
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