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A Bit of The Past: My Memory of Venerable Master
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A Talk Given by Fulin Zhang on June 18, 2019 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

English Translated by Wu Lianlian
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I came to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) as a
volunteer in 1985. The Master entered nirvana in 1995. During
those ten years, I had some chances to communicate with the
Venerable Master. What I am sharing with you today is what I
wrote down [back] in 2000, because around that time the editor
of the Vajra Strikes asked me to write down some things about
myself or the Venerable Master. Nineteen years have passed. My
writing could be treated as a type of record or as “this is what I
heard.”

The Venerable Master once said, “When a new person
comes, he changes my Dharma a little. [When] a second new
person comes, he also changes my Dharma a little. Then, a third
new person comes. Again, he changes my Dharma. If this goes
on and on, then my Dharma will eventually be gone!” Although
this is my personal record, I think every good and wise advisor
has inherent wisdom. If what I say is wrong, please tell me and
I will correct it.

Here is the first story. At that time, a translator had left. So,
I asked the Venerable Master, “Oh, no! This person left. Who
The Venerable Master said, “There is

no such thing as a something that must be done by a particular

will do the translation?”

person, nor is there such a thing as someone who must do a
particular something.” Someone else did the translation, so it
wasn't a problem.
The next story [happened when] I was driving out of CTTB
y Lhapp g
with the Venerable Master. Just when we passed through the
Mountain Gate, I saw a couplet inscribed on the gate: “Incarnate
p &

in thousands of billions.” As we were on our way out, I suddenly

had a random thought. So, I asked the Master, “Buddhas and

Ocroser 2019 Vasra BooHi Sea | 57



BB & o ‘ BooHi FIELD

THE—ERE > B KR EA—
FCAREE T EES - W& LT - BB E]
(I EAYEEE - T TEERS ) » ERE
HEARHYIL TS o ERFRFIHE - FEAF T
EEE R - BT AFRERR A B AGR - T
FEbETEE  BEAEEAEE?
o EAER > TREEAMERR AR - AR
HAMMESTHE > AHFZEABER -

T E—E B E R I3F R - B A

FEE=SE > Al EARSET « OGT
TR W EAGR 0 T ENEEZH

RFAUE 2 5 AR B — Ry A & A 7
o EECIEEE - EAM SR T ——
A LA RIE SRS - Al Re
e SABRYMENE - BE IR > KR5S
TR ISR > A2 —TT——LEA
a0 P IREAEASEW | R
Fie TR ANYEE - AVERE TRE NS
AR IRHI R R RE A AYES - FAy
Tt g A MREBEFEES
Y ABEREVZCE T A AR RF
B WY F BT E A & Ry
(F B MR B LRSS - R RS
Al o ) B AiEEEEA - FEAR B
NG N A > KA LB REAY IR
°

PN ARELE - A KERE EAGE - 5
HEIRAARIRIRE Z ] - IEAE AN
WELAR o A EE TR - R EA
FTHANE « EANBZEAM - SR 0 T IRAR
HUBER R (HIERER 2 o AME 6% 1
WABAEAE > Bk 0 T AARIE - 5 EAGE
aEt - T INRIREEREES T = A8 - R4
EAEE R AN EIR AT M B — R EE R
J& > FrlL > IRsiERkSes T - |

TN EHRE - BERE — RKIKERE ]
MEFaIL - FEILAERHTT - BiFG
LA LA A B A——R B MR 525
ANEERMAY RS - BT AR E AR TT
(S ALAY 2 7 — — AP AR R B AR
RN R FRHERTER A REEAT - NS
N > fsiAReadb R EA - IR EAEE

58| EMIERE ZO—NE+H

Bodhisattvas incarnate into thousands of billions of beings. Is this
through contemplation?” The Venerable Master said, “When you
reach that level, it is natural to incarnate into thousands of billions
of beings without any need for contemplation.”

The next story happened in 1993. The Venerable Master lived
in Building No. 3. At that time, the Master had a tough life. So I
asked the Master, while indulging in false thinking again: “How
come you, the Venerable Master, have no attendants?” In China,
usually the old monks have attendants to take care of them. The
Venerable Master told me, “Basically, I dont know what the
problem is, but it may because of culture, or something else. You
can tell me what you think so that I can consider it for reference.”
The Master continued: “I have no choice. If my attendant is
Chinese, then my American disciples will not be happy. If my
attendant is American, my Chinese disciples will not be happy.
If my attendant is a man, then my female disciples will not be
happy. If my attendant is a woman, then my male attendants will
not be happy. If my attendant is young, then the old disciples will
not be happy.” The Venerable Master stopped here. I think if the
Venerable Master continued to explain all of the reasons, he could
have continued for a long time.

The next story occurred when I accompanied the Venerable
Master to walk across the street between the Dharma Realm
University and the Big Tent. After crossing the street, a disciple
happened to pass by and greeted the Venerable Master. The
Master looked at him and asked, “Do you know why you are
hunchbacked?” That disciple stood there speechless. The Venerable
Master then told him: “Because you indulge in false thinking all
day. You always think about other people’s reactions to the things
you do, so you become hunched over.”

Another story happened during my trip to Taipei with a
visiting delegation. A Dharma Master in Taipei came to meet
the Venerable Master where we were staying. He told me not to
mention his name, so I won’t say his name here. He came to meet
the Venerable Master because my teacher was very close to him.
When the conditions ripened, he came to Taipei to meet Venerable
Master, because the Master seldom went back. Since he is a great
Dharma Master, we all went downstairs to meet him when he
arrived and accompanied him to the elevator. The Venerable Master
lived upstairs and knew he was coming. Altogether, there were the
Master, my teacher and me present—the [Dharma] Master was
nervous, a little embarrassed, and hesitant [to meet the Venerable

Master] because he had never seen the Master before. When we
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arrived on the top floor, the Master was waiting for him just
outside the elevator door. The Venerable Master prostrated
as soon as he saw his guest. When the Dharma Master
saw the Master’s prostration, he immediately did the same
and the two were reverently paying respects to each other.
Afterwards, the two entered the Venerable Master’s room
and had a very pleasant conversation.

Another story happened here in the Buddha Hall. It
was during one of the big events like yesterday. There were
many people. We didn’t usually have the habit of standing
side-by-side and leaving no empty spaces between us. On
that day, when the Venerable Master came in, he said to
everyone, “Those who come first should stand as far inside
as possible, and then stand side-by-side without leaving
any empty spots. If you don’t stand according to the rules,
you will get the effects in the future.”

I have one minute left and one more story. One
morning, I left the Wonderful Words Hall after listening
to the Venerable Master’s morning lecture. The Venerable
Master and I got into the same car. I drove the car. We
passed by everyone as they were walking in line. The
Master asked me: “What kind of patch-robe is that person
wearing?” I looked at it and told the Master: “Master,
that isn’t a patch-robe. That is a big scarf.” The Venerable
Master, “You should tell him, “That’s inappropriate,” The
Venerable Master meant that we shouldn’t wear a scarf like

that. Time is up. Let’s call it a day. Amitabha!®#
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“The hallmark of a white fine hair” is one of the Buddha’s thirty-two hallmarks. Between the Buddha’s eyebrows is a

strand of long, fine hair. As it unfurls, both the inside and outside shine forth a brilliant, pure light. At it’s inception,

this hair grows up to five feet long. Upon a Buddha’s accomplishment of the Way, it grows to fifteen feet in length.

When it shrinks back, it curls clockwise and twirls between the brows of a Buddha, which looks like a diamond.

Since it lies between the two brows, it represents the Middle-Way Dharma of the One Vehicle. The white fine hair

represents the Dharma’s quality of purity. Moreover, white is the foundation of all colors — thus the One Vehicle

represents the source of all Dharmas.
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