LEfTl - CEHRE

Seven Rows of Trees, Seven Layers of Netting
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven,

the Ten Samadhis, of the Avatamsaka Sutra
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The other day someone asked, “What is
the principle behind the seven rows of
trees, seven layers of netting, and the pools
of the seven jewels filled with the eight
waters of merit and virtue in the Western
Land of Ultimate Bliss?” They represent
adornments in the Buddha’s Pure Land.
The seven rows of trees are lined such
that there are seven rows on each side.
There is a succession of rows—seven in
all — so they are called the seven rows of
trees. From the left, there are seven rows
of trees, and from the right, there are

also seven rows of trees. In the future at
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the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, no

matter which fruit trees are planted or

which kind of trees are planted, we should
plant them in seven rows.

We want to emulate the Pure Land, to purify and transform the
Saha World into the Land of Ultimate Bliss. Therefore, when we
plant trees we should plant them one row after another, until there
are seven rows. Then from the left, there will be seven rows of trees,
and from the right, there will also be seven rows of trees. When
viewed from any direction, whether from the north, east, south,
or west, there will be seven rows. Thus, when we plant trees, we
should plant them in seven rows. Then we should put seven layers
of netting on top. Then it will become part of the Western Land of
Ultimate Bliss in the Saha World. We should change it right away
to become the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss.

It’s great that we already have quite a number of people who
have benefited from this Buddha-recitation session. I wish that all
of you will soon be enlightened and attain the Five Eyes, as well as
the Six Spiritual Powers, so that you are able to guard and protect
this Bodhimanda at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. &
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