@

—
A ¥
BIOGRAPHIES

(KELOXRFEER)

REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Dharma Master Faxian

FALEABN—NEF=AtR

Rt s

Lectured by Venerable Master Hua on March, 7, 1987
English translation by Early Bird Translation Team
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The lay surname of Dharma Master Faxian, whose monastic name translates as
“Buddhadharma Manifest”, was Gong. He lived during the Eastern Jin Dynasty
in Pingyang County, Shanxi Province. His parents sent him to a monastery to
leave the home life when he was three years old.

After receiving full ordination, he often lamented the incompleteness of
the translations of the vinaya scripture. He thus resolved to obtain the original
scriptures from the West. He set out on a journey with four fellow cultivators
from Chang’an, and when they arrived at Zhangye in Gansu Province, five
more people joined him. As they passed through Dunhuang, they had to
cross through quicksand. Since there were no birds in the sky nor animals
on the ground, they used the bones of the dead as signs to trace their route.
They endured hunger and cold as they climbed over Pamir Plateau. The steep
precipices and cliffs were rugged and extremely hard to traverse. Some of
his fellow cultivators died along the way and others retreated and went back
halfway. and some had retreated and gone home half way. After narrowly
escaping death, Master Faxian finally arrived in India due to his perseverance
and dauntless will.

He traveled to more than twenty countries where he learned Sanskrit and
copied the vinaya texts. Later, he reached Sri Lanka and also obtained several
versions of the vinaya. Fifteen years later, he returned to his home country
via merchant ship; unfortunately, the ship encountered a hurricane and lost
its way at sea. (According to the research of contemporary historians, during
that time, the Master landed in Mexico and on the West Coast of the United
States.) He later arrived in Qingzhou, Shandong, and then returned to Jianye,
Jiangsu. He translated the vinaya texts and six volumes of the Nirvana Sutra.

The Master manifested into stillness in Jingzhou, Hubei, when he was eighty-
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six years old. He wrote the travelogue A Record of Buddhist Kingdoms,

of which there are various translations.

People who listen to the Sutra lectures should be patient, and those
who listen to the Dharma lectures should be even more patient. Gold
Mountain Monastery is a school of patience. In Buddhism’s recent history,
most Dharma lectures usually last for one to two hours, but here we often
speak the Dharma for three or four hours, which makes people sleepy.
When you are here listening to the Dharma, even if you fall asleep, you
still reap benefits which can’t be bought by money. This is the place that
especially trains people to develop their patience. Don’t be anxious when
you are listening to the Dharma and say, “Ah! How long will this Dharma
talk last? Why is it still not finished? When will Shifu talk? I don’t want to
listen to other people’s Dharma talks.” Once you think this way, a fire in
your heart will be lit, and you will definitely be unable to sleep. Not only
will you be unable to sleep, but you will also be in a hurry to leave because
you won't be at ease here. If you are not anxious, but listen peacefully and
patiently, at that moment, you will let go of these myriad distractions, and
not a single thought will arise. How wonderful it will be! You will have no
afflictions at all.

Dharma Master Faxian, just as his name implies, means that only
through him can the Buddhadharma manifest. “Faxian” has become a
name of great importance. In Chinese Buddhism, he was a pioneer who
traveled to India to seek the Dharma; he did what other people could
not do, endured what other people could not endure—this is called
“practicing what is difficult to practice, and enduring what is difficult to
endure.” After returning with the Buddhist texts, he didn’t “blow his own
trumpet” saying, “See how amazing I am! None of you have been to India.
I made a great contribution!” He never praised himself, but we of the later
generations praise him. He was not like the people today who sing their
own praises, who think they are fantastic, or even think themselves to be
the most honored between Heaven and Earth. Therefore, Dharma Master
Faxian is an excellent role-model. We should learn from him.

This Dharma Master’s lay surname was Gong. He lived during the
Eastern Jin Dynasty, and was a native of Pingyang County, Shanxi Province.
He was born susceptible to many illnesses. All of his parents’ other sons
died from illnesses, so his parents sent him to the monastery to leave the
home life when he was three years old, since they were afraid he would die
too. But his mother couldn’t truly let him go in her heart, and his father
missed him too, so sometimes they brought him back home. However, he
always became sick once he returned home, and would recover as soon as
he was sent back to the monastery, dont you think this is strange?
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