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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE.:
THE FORMER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTVA
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Furthermore, just as Lord Sakra is king of the Heaven
of the Thirty-three, so too, is this siitra king among all
stutra. Just like Lord Sakra who is king of the heavens, the
Wondrous Dharma Lotus Sitra is king of all sttras.

Furthermore, just as the great Brahma king is the
tather of all living beings,... Although the great Brahma king
claims to be the father of all living beings, this is actually just
a fantasy.

Most people say they believe in a God or Lord of the
heavens, but how can the great Brahma king claim he is
the father of all living beings? Each world evolves through
four phases of existence: formation, existence, decay, and
disappearance. When the world is about to be destroyed
and disappear, some living beings who believe in the
Buddhadharma or who have cultivated will naturally be born
in the second dhyana heavens, which include the Heaven of
Radiant Sound, also known as or the Heaven of Sound. As
the phase of disappearance ends, the life span of living beings
in the Heaven of Radiant Sound will come to an end; after
that, they will fall into a lower heaven, which is the Great
Brahma Heaven.

The first one to arrive at the Great Brahma Heaven will
think, “Why am I the only one here? I have no friends to

keep me company.” So, he will wait for the others to finish
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their life spans in the Heaven of Radiant Sound and descend
into the Great Brahma Heaven. As their number increases, they
form the Heaven of the Followers of Brahma and the Heaven
of the Attendants and Ministers of Brahma. Once there are a
sufficient number of beings there, the one who arrived first and
who now calls himself the great Brahma king, will say, “Hi!
You're all here. I am your father.” He will claim to be the father
of all living beings. Actually, this concept of “father” is purely
imaginary. It is just a fantasy. He is not really their father.
Nevertheless, just as people consider the great Brahma king
the father of all beings, so too, is this stitra the father of all
worthy sages, those in need of study, those beyond study, as
well as those who have made a resolve for Bodhisattvahood.
This sutra is indeed the father of all worthy sages, whether they
are still in need of study or have gone beyond study, as well as

those who have resolved upon Bodhisattvahood.

Sutra:

At that time all the Buddhas will praise this person
from afar, ‘Excellent! Excellent! Good man, in following
Sakyamuni Buddha’s teachings, you uphold, read, recite,
ponder this siitra, and explain it to others. The blessings and
virtues you have attained are immeasurable and limitless.
You will not be burned by fire nor will you be swept away
by water. Your merit is such that were a thousand Buddhas
to collaborate in describing it, they would not be able to do
so fully. You have vanquished the demonic thieves, defeated
the troops of samsara, and destroyed all other malicious

enemies.

Commentary:

At that time all the Buddhas, equal in number to the
grains of sand in seven million two thousand kotis of nayutas
of Ganges rivers, will praise this person from afar, “Excellent!
Excellent! Good man, you are the best! Why do we, the
Buddhas in the ten directions, praise you, saying that you are
a good man? It is because in following Sakyamuni Buddha’s
teachings, you uphold, read, recite, ponder this Wondrous
Dharma Lotus Stitra, write it out, and explain it to others.
Having understood the principles of this satra, you can also
proclaim its principles to others. The blessings and virtues you
have attained are immeasurable and limitless.”

s0To be continued
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