Developing Virtue's Girls' Division Joins
2019 California Coastal Cleanup Day
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By Wei Bisi, Siyan Chan  Chinese translated by Wei Bisi
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California Coastal Cleanup Day is an annual event.

Volunteers throughout the state gathered to pick up
trash and recyclables from the beaches, lakes, and
waterways of California on this day. This event takes
place every year on the third Saturday in September.
It’s September 21 this year. The fall is chosen in order
to get trash and recyclables before the winter rains
begin and wash them all downstream.

The girls’ students from Developing Virtue School
(DVGS) have joined this event for the past four years.
This year, 20 DVGS students, 10 parents and teachers
also helped on the cleanup day along with more than
100 local volunteers and students from other schools
in Ukiah to clean up Ukiah Valley Russian River and
its tributary streams including Mill Creek.

The theme this year was The River Starts Here

46| ERERE ZO0—NENS

FEANE =2 E—F—TE1 " INE
FAEAH ) SHEEZENH_+—H - -E—K N
B TR - 1O 8 - TREE R
SHIAIE ) - BECR BRI ST E) - B EAE
LRI AREERAT > Fef TR BRI - DA KRR AT
[ESy B E] N o

BT HUERTRI SIS HROREE) - SF851E
g2 S VATV an w8 S IE S TIESSHIIE 51 IR A [
F—H eR iz L TR F i HA Ay 5242 > 3%
a5 HE e PER TR R B SR (B S SIRAE N )
HRLRAE ) -

SENFEERE TJIER - XERRF R

BUNE SRl EAVAL o RS —(EH T
AL AR > AR AR+ T T gk E /N ~ AR
tEEFE LD

M AU B LR R T




with a photo of litter in a parking lot to highlight the fact
that litter anywhere will migrate with wind and rain to the
creeks and rivers, then eventually the ocean, polluting the
water along the way and poisoning wildlife. The idea is also
to illustrate that we are all responsible for the problem—it
is not just people living near the river, but everyone who
produces waste.

Local volunteers and students met at Low Gap Park
in downtown Ukiah around 8:00 am on September 21.
When DVGS students, parents and teachers arrived, many
people were already gathered around at the meeting point.
After a short briefing by the organizer, DVGS people
picked up the tools and trash bags, prepared to begin work.
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The huge group was then separated into smaller groups
to various locations. Teams walked in and near the creek
bed and used trash grabbers to pick up trash. Everyone
must wear gloves and all items must be picked up with
a grabber. DVGS team followed their
leaders to Mill Creek, where they began
their trash-picking.

As the sun scorched on from above,
DVGS team were not deterred but
continued to hike up the trails, picking
up trash along the way. Working as a
team, they helped one another prod
through thorny bushes to retrieve plastic
bottles and other trash.

Soon, it was 11:30 am—time for the
event to come to an end, DVGS team
hiked down and gathered back at Low
Gap Park for some drinks and snacks.
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The students felt that although it was tiring, it was
definitely a worthwhile experience, as all of them
felt the joy of giving back to the environment.

Deborah S. Edelman, Project Manager of
Mendocino  County Resource Conservation
District, later announced that a total of 152
volunteers picked up 2,500 pounds (or 1.25 tons)
of trash & recycling for a cleaner watershed in
Ukiah Valley on September 21.

She also stressed that every piece of litter that
is disposed of properly makes a difference. It is rare
to be able to do something simple that literally
makes an immediate improvement to the local and
global environment, but picking up litter does just
that. Every piece picked up is a piece that won’t
contaminate the creek, won’t end up mistaken for

food by a fish, won’t end up in the Pacific Garbage
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What is the motivation of holding the seven-day
Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha (Earth Treasury or Earth Store)
retreat? As disasters ravage rampant throughout the world,
we pray to Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha in the hope of evoking
his vow to end all these disasters.

Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha places great emphasis on filial
respect as he has been filial to his parents life after life. This
is by no means easy. He has undergone many ordeals and
hardships in order to perfect this practice.

His parents did not believe in the Three Jewels
(Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha). Although he respected
and complied with their wishes, he never failed to apply
all kinds of skillful means to guide them, inspiring them to
bring forth genuine faith in the Three Jewels.

Wherever he goes, the Bodhisattva path that he walks
is free from forms and attachments. He is unattached to
forms because he neither takes credit for nor brag about
his virtuous deeds. After he has rescued living beings, he
asserts that they have saved themselves, instead of asking

his beneficiaries to thank and bow to him .

—By Venerable Master Hua



