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2019 CTTB Ullambana Festival Celebration
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By Zhang Baihua
English Translated by Wendy Huang

20198 H11H » B {(HEEH[F = On August 11, 2019, City of Ten Thousand Buddha held

BT b o Ee o a grand celebration for the Ullambana Festival.
R KB GE T 250 ( In the morning, the great assembly recited 7he Buddha

B TR AR ) o HiEBEER 2 Speaks the Ullambana Sutra in the Buddha hall. Venerable
Do REETEES > S  Maudgalyayana’s filial heart touched countless listeners
Rz EE » thed ~ T Ff@is deeply in the past thousands of years, and left behind the
& | STEELR o tradition of Ullambana Festival.

g 77 SR A T AT T Abbot Heng Lyu of City of Ten Thousand Buddha
ke i B RIS o fRIEE A gave a Dharma talk on the evening before the Ullambana
INGEE RN - B b celebration. He said the Buddha was born into this world
it~ FEEAOEE ~ SR (Z ik A with five tasks to complete: to turn the Dharma wheel,
D SR EE LS cross over parents, inspire faith in nonbelievers, help those
BELy B YR i R o B who have yet realized Bodhi resolve realize Bodhi resolve,
o T REARAORE | B fHRE L EE A and give predictions for all future Buddhas. “Crossing over

. , o 7 i hose five tasks he must complete while
D 5 .15 2 g parents” is among t
ﬁ;i - [Ej/z = j ) & RwEd he is in this world, therefore, we as Buddhist disciples must

place great emphasis on filial piety.
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el During lunch, Abbot added: “Today, we
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gathered here with a grateful heart in making
an offering to the Sanghas and transfering merit
to our parents and relatives of this life and past
lives. In doing so, this will help them escape the
sufferings of three evil paths; nourish their good
roots, blessings, virtues, and causal connections;
and that’s how we show our filiality. Filial piety is
the foundation of all virtues, it benefits both the
living and those of the underworld, and delights
Buddhas from all of the ten directions.

Dharma Master Shun shares that many
Bodhisattvas regard “Filial Piety” as the most
important part of their cultivation. Before Shakaymuni Buddha entered
Nirvana, he ascended to the Thirty-Third Heaven to speak Dharma to
his mother for three month. While rescuing his mother, Earth Treasury
Bodhisattva made a vast vow that, “I will not accomplish Buddhahood
before the hells are emptied; I will only realize Bodhi when all living
beings have been saved.” Venerable Master Hua took care of his mother
when she was sick and then after his mother passed, he resided next to
his mother’s grave and mourned for three years to fulfill his filial duties.

Dharma Master Shun specifically told the story of Buddha’s disciple
Shariputra before he entered Nirvana. Shariputra knew he only had one
week to live, therefore he returned home with 500 disciples to share
Dharma with his mother. Shariputra talked about the Four Noble
Truths and the Buddha’s virtuous conduct. His mother, after hearing
the Dharma, became enlightened and achieved first fruition. This is the
way Shariputra repaid kindness to his mother—“Among all offerings,
the offering of Dharma is the most supreme. Among all good deeds,
filial piety comes first.”

Dharma Master Heng Sheng first explained the word Ullambana
meant “rescuing those who are hanging upside down.” He recalled there
were disciples who asked Venerable Master Hua,
what kind of merit and virtue should the families do
and transfer to the deceased that is most effective in
helping them have a better rebirth, and not fall into
the three evil paths? In response, Venerable Master
Hua mentioned that there was a Thai colonel who
had died three times and he knew when he was going
to die the last time. When the Thai Colonel came
back from the dead the second time, he told people
about his experiences in the heavens and hells. He

further stated that that the merit and virtue of making
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offerings to the Triple Jewel are infinite and can save close relatives and
family members.

Dharma Master Heng Sheng recalled that Venerable Master Hua
spoke about how Hungry Ghosts are unable to eat food. Sanghans are
able to obtain food because of the blessings from the Buddha. Therefore,
the Sangha must contemplate the misery of the hells and bring forth
the Bodhi Resolve in order to help relieve hungry ghosts from suffering.
Year after year, CT'TB continuously holds the Ulambana celebration
to help people turn evil into good, and help cross over their parents,
ancestors, and relatives from the past.

This year’s program also included a transmission of the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts ceremony. This is the third time within the last three
months in 2019 that CTTB has held this ceremony. In addition to
the ceremony today, one took place on Shakymuni Buddha’s birthday
celebration on May 11, and another one took place on celebration
of Guanyin Bodhisatva’s Enlightenment Day on July 21. A combined
total of 109 participants in these ceremonies took refuge and precepts
over the past three months.

Devout laypeople from Los Angeles also offered their skills in the
kitchen, bringing and preparing delicious vegetarian dishes to offer to

the Dharma Masters and tie afhinities with the great assembly. #
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The Four Unlimited Aspects of Mind are: (1) kindness, (2) compassion, (3) sympathetic joy, and (4) giving (also

renunciation.) Herein a monk lets his mind pervade one quarter of the world with thoughts of benevolence,

compassion, sympathetic joy and poise... and so the second, the third and fourth quarter; and thus the whole world,

above, below, around and everywhere does he continue to pervade with a heart free from anger and ill-will.
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