


A Record of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s
Delegation to France in 2019
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In 1990, Venerable Master Hsuan Hua led a
delegation to Europe. The 2019 delegation

to France was meant to follow the Venerable
Master Hua’s footprints.

More than eighty people from all over the
world (including the United States, Malaysia,
Singapore, and China) participated; among
them were twelve Sangha members.

On July 2, the delegation arrived at the
Charles de Gaulle Airport, just north of Paris,
France. Good advisors and noble friends were
united from all over the world. The first place

the delegation visited was Teochew Association
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in Chinatown in Paris, a place the Venerable Master Hua also
visited.

The first three days were spent in Paris, where the delegation
visited Paris landmarks and temples. Afterward, the delegation
gathered at the train station to journey down to Grenoble, three
hours south of Paris, where the repentance would take place.

Prior to arriving in France, each member of the delegation
was assigned to a working team with a Sangha member. When
they arrived in Grenoble, they checked into their lodging,
and quickly began working on transforming the Alpexpo
Convention Center into a wayplace for the following week.
Everyone worked in smaller teams to contribute, including
setting up the Buddha altar, bowing cushions, flower offerings,
and various exhibitions from BTTS, DRBU, and IGDVS.

On the morning of Friday,
July 5, the Ritual
of the Emperor of Liang began
the

The repentance continued for the

Repentance

with  purifying boundaries.
next eight days. In addition to the
delegation members that came from
abroad, there were participants from
local neighboring countries such as
France, Switzerland, and Germany.
Each evening, Sangha members
spoke Dharma for the assembly and
covered various topics. There was a

focus on explaining the principles of
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the Repentance Ritual of the Emperor of
Liang.

Dharma Master Heng Hing spoke
about the three kinds of kindness and the
three kinds of compassion.

The three kinds of kindness are:

1. Kindness associated with sentient
beings,

2. Kindness associated with Dharma, and
3. Unconditioned kindness.

The three kinds of compassion are:

1. Compassion of seeing the beloved: to
remove suffering from those who have
karmic relationships with oneself.

2. Compassion of equality: to remove
suffering from whoever suffers.

3. Great compassion : the Dharma nature
is equal, so the Buddha and sentient
beings are of the same body, thereby
implying that having compassion to
remove suffering for others is the same
as removing suffering for oneself.

Bhikshuni Heng Chan described
the Repentance Ritual of the Emperor
of Liang occurring in Grenoble as a
rare and fortunate
opportunity.

A participant
posed a question: why
should one come to
the Dharma assembly
and  repent?  The
answer is that karma is

incredible. It guides the

e

flow of each sentient being’s life. The purpose of repentance is to observe the

past and to make vow(s) for the future. Our past includes our bad habits and

the dark corners in our minds that we do not want to confront. In the future,

we can correct such habits. All the sea-like karma is born from deluded

thoughts. If one wants to repent, he or she should sit still and contemplate

the True Form.

Overall, the delegation to France was filled with good energy, devotion to

cultivate, and sincerity. #
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