Abundant in Virtue, Deep 1in Practice
—In Memory of Bhikshunmi Heng Mao
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Let us take a moment to remember the life of
Bhikshuni Heng Mao, Dharma name Guo Ching,.
In 1989, the Venerable Master Hua led a delegation
to Taiwan and conducted a Dharma Assembly
for Protecting the Nation and Quelling Disasters.
Deeply impressed by the Master’s virtue, she vowed
to follow him in propagating the Buddhadharma.
She kept bowing to the Master and pleading silently
for his help: “If I cannot become a nun with the
Master in this life, I will definitely fulfill my wish in
the next life or future lives!” Blessed by the Venerable
Master, her only wish was to set everything else aside
and cultivate single mindedly. In 1990, she came to
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and very soon
after that, she became a novice nun on the Venerable
Master’s birthday. In 1991 she was fully ordained as
a bhikshuni.

English Translation by Ye Meixia
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Dharma Master Mao cultivated very vigorously after leaving the
home life. For many, many years, she recite the Earth Store Sutra,
the Bodhisattva Precepts in Brahma Net Sutra, and the Chapter of
Samantabhadra Bodpisattvas Conduct and Vows. She frequently
contemplated, “The ordinary mind is the Way. In cultivation, one
should emphasize daily practice.” She realized the importance
of cultivating with the assembly, and took care not to be absent
from the morning and evening ceremonies. Reflecting on how the
precepts promote harmony, she started to focus on her interactions
with people—especially avoiding causing annoyance to anyone. She
also reflected upon herself whenever she faced challenges or things
didn’t go her way.

From 1991 to 1992 and again from 2007 to 2011, she was the
Editor in Chief of Vajra Bodhi Sea. She also compiled publications
on special topics, such as Protecting the City of the Dharma King,
Green Living at CTTB, etc. During this period, she also helped
compile volumes recounting events in the life of the Venerable
Master including one volume on his early life in China, and the
second volume on his period in Hong Kong.

Among the monasteries and locations of the Dharma Realm
Buddhist Association, she has served in Taiwan, Louisiana, the City
of the Dharma Realm, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, Gold
Sage Monastery, and the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong:
assisting with administration, leading the assembly in reciting the
Buddha’s name, lecturing on the precepts and sutras, teaching
Chinese, and training novices. During the last few years of her life,
she served in the Buddha Lecture Hall in Hong Kong leading many
events including ceremonies and sutra recitation assemblies. After
her passing, Dharma Master Heng Gweti said, “Dharma Master Mao
always took up her full responsibility, she always did a good job
from the beginning till the end... Her health was already declining
around Venerable Master’s Nirvana recently, but she was still holding
an Avatamsaka Recitation Session at the Buddhist Lecture Hall. She
was never lax. She never missed ceremonies or homework.” Dharma
Master Heng Shr followed by saying, “Dharma Master Mao ate one
meal a day till the end and only gave up sleeping sitting up a few
months prior.”

Dharma Master Mao peacefully passed away at the City of the
Dharma Realm on August 17, 2019 after a brief period of illness.
Dharma Master Gwei also said that, “Dharma Master Mao’s passing
is a great loss to DRBA and to Buddhism, because she had much
experience, but she was ready to go to the Western Pure Land so we

wish her well as she continues her cultivation.” &
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