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My Memories of City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and My Dream
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A Talk given by Pam Qian on June 21, 2019 at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Chinese Revised by Janet Lee
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My name is Pam Qian and I'm an
alumni of Developing Virtue Girls
School. I graduated from the Girls
School in 2016. 1 would like to
share my memories of CTTB and
my journey after my graduation
from DVGS.

During the first couple of
months, an upper classmate made
an announcement at school one
morning and asked if anyone
was interested in translation. I
immediately signed up for it and
thought it was for a translation
club or some other school activity.
However, that Friday night I was
told to come to the Buddha Hall
after evening ceremony with Jinzhi Shi and an upper classmate.
And guess what? They took me to the stage where I am sitting
right now. Well, clearly when I signed up for translation, I
did not expect to be onstage because I was still new. I didnt
even know there was a path between the Venerable Master’s
picture and the Guanyin statue. And I didn’t know that doing
translation meant that I would sit somewhere above all of the
Dharma Masters and translate Venerable Master’s lectures.

That night during the lecture, I sat next to my upper
classmate pondering how unqualified I was and how I might
scrap everything; but that wasn't even the biggest surprise that
night - the Dharma speaker finished early and because there

were five minutes left, I was asked to introduce myself. I was
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very new to Dharma talks so I didn’t know that I was supposed to
start with: “All Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master, Dharma
Masters and all Good Knowing Advisors.” Instead, I said: “Hello,
everyone,” and I was very loud. I was so nervous that I could hear my
voice shaking and my anxiety was broadcasted to the entire Buddha
Hall. That was the longest five minutes of my life. After it was over,
I tripped over my robe at least 3 times on my way getting down off
of the stage.

Well, that was not a terrific start, but I found translation
interesting, and I wanted to try out more. I told myself that I had
nothing to lose because I already embarrassed myself on the first day.
Since then, I began helping with translate the Venerable Master’s
lectures on the Shurangama Mantra every Friday night. For me,
translating the lectures on Shurangama Mantra was not just to read
through this a single text, but to understand the broader Buddhist
principles and traditional Chinese culture.

Translating also helped me with my public speaking skills,
especially when I was often asked to translate on the spot. I remember
during my second year at CT'TB, one Dharma speaker did not have
an interpreter, so they asked me to translate on the spot. It wasnt my
first time doing consecutive interpretation, but the lecture consisted
of many ancient Chinese phrases that I didnt really understand
myself. I was so worried that I would translate it wrong that I started
reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva, and it went OK.

This experience really helped me with my public speaking skills.
One time during college, when I was participating in a training
program at Google, I had to give a presentation with backup slides
that I had never seen before. The point of this activity was to practice
my improvisation skills and to stay calm in unexpected situations.
However, this practice was particularly stressful not just because I
had no idea what was in the slides, but also because I was talking
to several Google software engineers who were some of the smartest
people in the world. Before I gave the presentation, I thought of
my experience of doing the consecutive translation at CTTB and
started to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva. My presentation actually went
well. During the presentation, I was able to quickly read through
the bullet points on the slides and to make connections with my
previous knowledge and experiences. I realized that since I already
didn’t know what was coming up on the next slide, there was no
way that it could get any worse. As long as I could come up with
something to say and keep the presentation going, I would be doing
fine. After my presentation, some people actually came up to me

and told me that they liked my presentation and learned something
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new. At that moment, I was very grateful for the experiences I had
at CTTB, and that I was able to transfer those experiences outside
of CTTB.

I miss the people at CTTB because everyone here is so caring,
compassionate, hardworking and understanding. When I first
came from Beijing, China, all the students in the dorm helped me
with my broken English. Every time when I asked them to repeat
or to explain something they had just said, they were always very
patient. They would share their experience of adapting to a new
environment and how everything worked here in the school. They
also encouraged me to be involved in school events and to take on
leadership positions.

I was lucky enough to carry my friendship with them
throughout high school and college. During my college years,
whenever I felt down, I would call my high school classmates to
talk to them. Three years after graduating from DVGS, not only
do I still talk to people from my own class, I often meet up with all
the students from Developing Virtue in the same area. These meet-
ups are always enjoyable, because they give all of us an opportunity
to share our memories and talk about stories that only people from
this place understand. For example, even until today, whenever my
college professors walk into the classroom and say, “Let’s start,”
in my mind I still stand up, put my palms together and tell them
“Amituofo.”

The summer after high school, I interned at an educational
technology startup in China. I traveled to 3 underserved villages
in Southern China to talk to elementary and secondary school
teachers about their educational technology software needs and
requests. During the trip, I discovered that even though they had
provided schools in developing areas with full Wi-Fi coverage and
computers, their education system was challenged by a severe
lack of teachers. Young adults [would rather consider] finding
opportunities in big cities instead of returning to the village to
teach. To improve the situation, my company and I worked with
the government to design and build smart classrooms for them.
We attached iPads to the classroom walls with building tutorials,
practice, and other learning materials for students to teach
themselves in all subjects. We also incorporated augmented reality
and game information components into the tutorial systems to
increase user engagement. From this experience, I realized that
technology could lead to a revolution in the traditional classroom
setting and began to focus on the field of educational technology.

Last summer, I worked on an intelligent child system where
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there is an avatar on the computer screen that can talk to the students
and help them with their homework. The Al is able to understand
the students’ misconceptions and give the students some hints
when they are confused. My biggest takeaway from this internship,
however, was understanding how psychological principles apply
in such systems. I learned how the system evaluated students and
searched through natural language processing and how it guided
students towards the correct answers. The pedagogic models were
incredibly eye opening, because I had no prior background in
psychology or education. I came to understand that although these
teaching methods made sense intuitively to human teachers, it was
hard to put them in code and to teach a robot to perform in a
similar manner.

Education is one of the most present social issues we face today.
It’s a key to ending poverty, resolving quality and improving public
health. My goals are to ensure that all children have access to equal
quality educational resources and to create educational technology
tools that personalized the student learning process.

I'm hoping to incorporate the virtue studies I learned at
CTTB with many more children in the world to help them build
characters. I'm always grateful for the type of education I received at
CTTB, because it guided me to build proper values and made me
the person I am today. I would like to express my sincere gratitude
to the Venerable Master for establishing the school and teaching
children and teenager virtues and the Dharma. In the future, I will
like to help contribute to bring this type of education to other parts

of the world so more children can benefit from it. &
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Simmons University senior crew member Peizhu Pam Qian (Beijing, China/Developing Virtue Secondary

Girls School (Calif.)) was part of a four-person group chosen from universities throughout the world, that won

the top prize in the Computing4Change competition hosted by the Association for Computing Machinery’s

Special Interest Group on High Performance Computingat The International Conference for High Performance

Computing, Networking, Storage and Analysis (SC18) at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in

Dallas, Texas in mid-November. — Simmons University
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