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HaHBENEA (RAEHEZIE)
BE R

An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua's Commentary on the Great Nirvana Sutra

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

BIEACEE SN > IEE L
RME(EER - [ Mtk - 198443
A BEHERAFHEERAL %]

AR T EERIUML
E R ZARICER - EtE]
DISR2AE T E 5 > B E B HY
ABEE - R EAEAR A EHY -
IRFE R RS A > ] IR &
NGRIRBHY ~ RITHY « FERA
EEERMEEEZK - SR TEL
T IRMERE B B S AV IR
HYRE

ETERR IR A e 7 B 2K

Many disciples came from [the Gold Wheel Branch
at] Los Angeles. Coincidentally, they happened to be
here (the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas) when the
jeweled censer arrived. [Editor notes: The Great Censer
arrived at CTTB in March,1984]

The ancients said, “One word of promise weighs
more than nine censers combined.” This censer is quite
massive; “censer (i} ding)” is similar in pronunciation
to “samadhi (ZEding)” — as in precepts, samadhi,
and wisdom. Because it is in samadhi, it sits there
unmoved. This gathering of disciples is due to
wondrous, supreme causes and conditions.

Last night, we received the censer and today we

have assembled it. It was all due to such superb causes

By March,1984
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and conditions that you were able to encounter it.

How is it superb? When this censer arrived, you can
say that it had the far-reaching effect of startling Heaven
and Earth, and causing ghosts and spirits to wail. All
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas of the ten directions were
really delighted. The great Earth shook and trembled in
the six ways, and celestial flowers rained profusely from
the heavens. And yet none of you felt or heard them!

In empty space, flying spirits and yakshas reported
to each other like sending telegrams, making noises as
loud as thunder. The celestial drums also started to beat.
Therefore, the arrival of the censer is an
event that startles Heaven and Earth. We
have a censer in the human realm, and
correspondingly, there is also a censer in
Heaven — one in Heaven and one on
Earth; however, the censer in Heaven only
came about after the censer in the human
realm came into being.

If we don’t have one, then they (the
heavenly beings) wont have one either.
Where is the evidence? You want evidence?
I can’t let you see it, because there is no
evidence. It simply came from my mouth.
If you believe it, then believe it. If you
don’t believe it, then treat it as though
never said anything. Do you believe that
this censer has a shadow?

This shadow is just like a photo. There are celestial photos
in the heavens in the same way that we humans have them. Just
as there are photos in the human realm, there are also photos in
the hells. This censer that we have now is so significant that in
the future, once you chant the four words in the Incense Praise:
“...all the Dharma Realm receives the fragrance, ” all Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas will come to receive your offerings.

So, each of you should not treat this as a simple matter. All of
you have great roots of goodness that enabled you to have such
special affinities with this event. You can see how coincidental it
was — yesterday it arrived, and today you saw it. Without special
affinities, you would not have come at such a special moment —
neither too early, nor too late. It is quite a coincidence! If you
believe what I said, that is fine. If you disbelieve, that is even
better. &



