bmomente C:EERE AR

LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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The Thirty-sixth Patriarch
Chan Master Baizhang Huaihai
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on December 7, 1983

"; | English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Master was born into the Wang family in the Changle District in the
City of Fuzhou. He attended on Patriarch Mazu. On one occasion while the
two were out walking, they saw a flock of ducks fly by, the Master cried out
in pain. The Patriarch said, “Say ‘they have flown by’ again!” At those words,
the Master had an awakening.

The next day, when the Patriarch ascended the hall and the assembly had
just gathered, the Master took away the Patriarch’s sitting mat and rolled it
up. The Patriarch descended his seat and was followed by the Master to the
Abbot’s quarters.

Patriarch Mazu said, “I had just arrived and had not yet spoken. Why
did you roll up my mat?”

The Master said,
Master’s pinching it.”

“Yesterday, the tip of my nose hurt from the High

The Patriarch said, “Yesterday, what did you pay attention to?”

The Master said, “Today, the tip of my nose doesn’t hurt anymore.”

The Patriarch said, “You deeply understand the event of yesterday.”

Later, the Master resided at Baizhang Daxiong Shan [the thousand-foot
Mountain of Great Heroes]. On the seventeenth day of the first lunar month
in the ninth year of Yuan-he reign period of the Tang dynasty [ca. 815 CE],
he entered stillness. His posthumous title bestowed by the emperor was
Chan Master Great Wisdom [Dazhi]. His pagoda was called Great Jeweled
Victory Wheel.

Commentary:
Mazu established monasteries; Baizhang set up pure rules. The rules of

Buddhism, all sorts of rules, were mostly set up by Chan Master Baizhang.
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Large monastic complexes were established by Patriarch Mazu.
Thus the saying, “Mazu established monasteries; Baizhang set up
pure rules.” Chan Master Baizhang’s other name was Chan Master
Huaihai.

The Master was born in the city of Fuzhou.

He was the son of the Wang family who resided in the Changle
District.

He attended on Patriarch Mazu. He was a member of Patriarch
Mazu’s assembly, and he served in Patriarch Mazu’s Way-place.
On one occasion, while the two were out walking something
happened. At that time he was under the guidance of Patriarch
Mazu, cultivating together with those in the Great Assembly.

One day they saw a flock of ducks fly by, the Master had an
awakening.

The next day, the Patriarch ascended the hall. The following
day Patriarch Mazu was about to take his seat and was ready to
lecture on a sutra. The assembly had just gathered. Everyone had
just arrived.

The Master took away the Patriarch’s sitting mat and rolled
it up. In those days when lecturing sutras and giving Dharma talks,
the speaker sat on a mat that was placed on the seat. Now, everyone
had just arrived, but just as the Patriarch was about to sit down,
Chan Master Huaihai come forth, took the mat, and rolled it up.

The Patriarch descended his seat. Once the mat was rolled
up, Patriarch Mazu descended the seat and did not give a lecture.

The Patriarch was followed by the Master to the Abbot’s
quarters. Chan Master Huaihai went along with Patriarch Mazu
and they entered the Abbot’s quarters together.

Patriarch Mazu said, “I had just arrived and had not yet
He said,
hadn’t begun to speak. I hadn’t said anything.”

spoken.” “I had just reached the Dharma seat, and I
“Why did you roll up my mat? What made you take the mat
from my seat and roll it up?”
The Master, Chan Master Huaihai, said, “Yesterday the tip of
> He said that
the day before the Elder Master pinched his nose and made it sore.

my nose hurt from the High Master’s pinching it.’

The Patriarch said, “Yesterday, what did you pay attention
to?” Patriarch Mazu questioned him: “What did you especially
notice yesterday? What special state did you see? What did you
pay attention to? Did you encounter some circumstance yesterday?

What kind of situation did you notice?”

50 To be continued



