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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:
THE FORMER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTV A

f43TAR  Revised version

Fie £ AEAR Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
= R RS ik Translated by the International Translation Institute
SR RE R o ({5 FHE] Commentary: )
T3 22 Bl S O —B% 5 fE O BEEE The text now presents a series of ten analogies. Sakyamuni Buddha

g1 TEEM— Y1 IT % k.z  calls out again, “Constellation King Flower, consider this example.
o R EQLSETE ) Just as the ocean, the deepest and largest body of water on earth, is
ST > AKEHTT » A foremost among all the bodies of water, including streams and rivers,
B EEAE > SRR KA the Dharma Flower Siitra is the most profound and the greatest
FEE BT - TILpkiERyR  amons all the suitras taught by the Tathagatas.”
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Siutra:

Furthermore, just as Mount Sumeru is foremost among the
entire multitude of mountains, including Earth Mountain, Black
Mountain, the Lesser Ring of Iron Mountains, the Great Ring of
Iron Mountains and the ten precious mountains, so too, is the

Dharma Flower Siatra supreme among all the stitras.
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Commentary:

Furthermore, just as Mount Sumeru, one of the ten precious
mountains mentioned in detail in the Avatamsaka Sttra, also known as
Wonderfully High Mountain, is foremost among the entire multitude

gt~ ARk~ /NI of mountains, including Earth Mountain, Black Mountain, the
KRR > KAl gt Lesser Ring of Iron Mountains, the Great Ring of Iron Mountains,
Ly - Bl ~ /NERIE D ~ KREREILL the ten precious mountains, so too, is the Dbharma Flower Sitra
DIR2sE s TRz A - ZH5 supreme among all the siitras.
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Sutra:

Furthermore, just as the moon god is foremost among
the stars, so too, does the Dbarma Flower Sitra shine
the brightest among tens of millions of kotis of kinds of
sutras and their Dharmas.

Commentary:

Furthermore, just as the moon god is foremost among
the stars, being the largest of the celestial bodies that appear
in the night sky, so too, does the Dharma Flower Sitra
shine the brightest among tens of millions of kotis of
kinds of suitras and their Dharmas. The other siitras are
like stars, whereas the Dharma Flower Siitra is like the moon.
Among the tens of millions of kotis of Dharmas in the sutras,
the Dharma Flower Sitra’s brilliance is the fullest and most

far-reaching.

Siitra:
Furthermore, just as the sun god can disperse all
darkness, so too, can this siitra destroy all the darkness of

unwholesomeness.

Commentary:

Furthermore, just as the sun god can disperse all
darkness, so too, can this siitra destroy all the darkness of
unwholesomeness. When the sun comes up, it drives away
the darkness. Unwholesomeness is darkness; wholesomeness
is light. The Wondrous Dharma Lotus Sitra can dispel the

darkness of unwholesomeness.

Siitra:
Furthermore, just as the wheel-turning sage king is the
most exalted among the lesser kings, so too, is this siitra

the most honored among all stitras.

Commentary:

Furthermore, just as the wheel-turning sage king who
rules over the four continents is the most exalted among the
lesser kings, so too, is this siitra the most honored among
the siitras. The lesser kings are known as “scattered-grain
kings,” for they are as tiny and numerous as kernels of corn.
Just like the wheel-turning sage king, who is chief of all the

kings, this satra is the most noble of all the satras.

s> To be continued
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