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Gratitude for Our Teacher's Kindness
—A Record of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s Delegation

and the Great Compassion Session in Taiwan in December 2018 (continued)
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December 10, 2018
The Affiliated Branch in Central Taiwan
of Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery in Kaohsiung

After completing the four-day trip to the Amitabha Monastery in Hualien
and the Dharma Realm Buddhist Texts Distribution Center in Taipei,
the DRBA delegation of about 60 members, led by five bhikshus and
six bhikshunis, set off again at 5 AM the next day. Braving the fatigue
of traveling, at 8 AM, they arrived at the new “Central Branch” — the
monastery’s affiliated branch in Central Taiwan. It was the first time that
DRBA monastics visited this branch since it became formally affiliated with
DRBA on January 5, 2018. Therefore, this visit was especially meaningful.
The ceremony started at 8:30 AM. As more than 100 attendees
recited The Universal Door Chapter together. Then, the assembly earnestly
requested Dharma instructions from the visiting Dharma Masters. Bhikshu
Heng Hing, the Dharma host of this session, commented that repentance
is not limited to just the bowing repentance or bowing to the Buddha;
rather, it should be done anywhere at anytime. Also, cultivation starts with
understanding ourselves, first by self-reflection. Through contemplation
and repentance, we can understand our strengths and weaknesses, and
only then can we advance step by step along our path of cultivation.
Next, Bhikshuni Heng Li mentioned that Venerable Master Hua once
said, “Only if Buddhadharma exists can there be bright light in the world.”
Nowadays, almost nowhere in the world is peaceful. Therefore, we should
practice more bowing repentance, more mantra recitation, and more

Buddha recitation to help bring peace and stability to the world.
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Bhiskhu Jin Xiu reminded the assembly that we have been roaming
in the world for too long and that it is time to go home. Where do we
return to? The Pure Land. This Dharma is quite simple — practitioners
just need to recite the Buddha’s name and make vows with utmost
sincerity. He also said, “Only when we make Buddha recitation into a
habit — a part of our everyday lives — can we expect to be able to recite
the Buddha’s name when we are nearing our last breath.”

After lunch, Bhikshu Jin He talked about the meaning of receiving
and upholding the five precepts: besides the theories about the five
precepts, their spiritual aspects are more important. When we care a
little more about others than ourselves, this is in line with the spirit of
Mahayana Buddhism. Thus, the world will change accordingly because
of us.

Bhikshuni Jin Jing shared her experience in learning Buddhism. A
friend’s mother introduced a book to her before she graduated from
college. After reading the book, she only remembered the words on
the cover: “Venerable Master Hsuan Hua of The City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas of the United States.” A few years later, in order to help her
sister successfully apply for graduate school, she decided to become a
vegetarian along with her sister for a year. Indeed, it turned out that
their wish was fulfilled—her sister’s application was accepted. Later, she
had the opportunity to go to Avatamsaka Vihara to participate in the
ceremony of bathing the Buddha and then went to CTTB to volunteer.
Now, she has become a member of Venerable Master Hua’s monastic
order.

In the afternoon, the Dharma session started with a recitation of The
Universal Door Chapter. After that, Dharma Master Heng Sure presided
over the lecture on Buddhism. Dharma Master Jin He then talked about
the significance and importance of upholding the five precepts. Dharma
Master Sure also said that when ordinary people hear the word “no”
(in the five precepts), they feel that they are not allowed to do this and
that, thereby losing their freedom. However, this kind of view is wrong,.
The precepts are the methods that the Buddha taught us to transcend
samsara. The Buddha exhorted us to observe our mind and diligently
cultivate the precepts, samadhi, and wisdom.

Why should we diligently uphold the precepts? In order to cultivate
the Bodhisattva path, we must practice samadhi. Sexual misconduct
causes us to have chaotic or tumultuous emotions, making it very
difficult for us to enter samadhi. Lying churns up a hundred waves,
also making it very difficult for us to enter samadhi. If we want to have
wisdom, we must stay away from alcohol, because alcohol makes us lose
our senses. The Buddha did not force us to uphold these precepts, but
simply shared with us his methods of cultivating and realizing the Way.
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Dharma Master Heng Lai talked about attending the Third
International Buddhist Sangha Conference in 1981 in Taiwan. At that
time, over a thousand monastics and laypeople gathered together for
the occasion. Many people wanted to bow to Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua; however, Venerable Master Hua went back to his room because
he did not want to take the spotlight away from the other Dharma
Masters.

After noticing the offerings of spring rolls at lunch for several days
in a row, Dharma Master Lai shared a story about spring rolls. Once,
when he and Venerable Master Hua received offerings during this
conference, his favorite spring rolls were also there on the table. Without
waiting for others to get the food, he went ahead and helped himself to
a few extra spring rolls. Seeing this, the Venerable Master said, “Look!
He is taking all of our spring rolls. Soon we will have none left.” Feeling
utterly embarrassed, Dharma Master Lai stood up and left. Later, when
he returned to the table, the Venerable Master told him, “Don’t worry.
Just sit down!” Then, the Venerable Master put all of the spring rolls
on the table onto Dharma Master Lai’s plate. Dharma Master Lai said,
“The Venerable Master is good at employing opportunities to properly
teach his disciples. Whether they were Chinese or a Westerner, there
was no way to keep one’s face (maintaining a polished persona to
present to others).”

The event concluded at 4 PM and the delegation bid farewell to
Buddhist friends in Taichung, and drove south to Dharma Realm
Sagely Monastery in Liou-guei where they proceeded to turn the

Dharma wheel.

December 11-12:
Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery, Liou-guei Dist., Kaohsiung

At 8 PM on December 10, the delegation arrived at Dharma Realm
Sagely Monastery. After they bowed to the Buddha in the Buddha
Hall, Dharma Master Jin Fan introduced the schedule of the two-day
Dharma session:

4:00 AM: Morning Recitation

5:00 AM: Sitting meditation

7:00-8:00 AM: Recitation of the Samantabhadra Bodbisattvas
Conduct and Vows followed by chanting the Avatamsaka Syllabary

8:30 AM: The start of the Great Compassion Dharma Ceremony
which included the recitation of the Universal Door Chapter once in
the morning and again in the afternoon with each recitation followed
by a Dharma talk.

7:30 PM: Evening Recitation followed by Dharma talks.
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At 4 AM the next morning, before dawn, on December 11, 2019,
delegation members were already waiting on the first floor of the Buddha
Hall, ready for the Morning Recitation. Afterwards, there was sitting
meditation, which allowed the participants to truly appreciate the serenity
and spirituality — of Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery (DRSM). Thus,
they were able to savor the experience of being nourished by the Dharma
for the past few days in a row. It was the first time that many of lay
people participating in the retreat had experienced everyday monastic
life. The busy schedule left little room for false thoughts to arise, enabling
the participants to temporarily disconnect from the troubles of their
daily lives. After reciting the Universal Door Chapter in the morning, the
assembly then recited the sacred name of Guanyin Bodhisattva while
circumambulating along the hill road, breathing in the fresh air and
enjoying the scenic beauty of Liou-guei around the monastery.

During the afternoon Dharma talks, Dharma Master Heng Yun shared
the history of DRSM at Liou-guei and some small details about cultivation
there in the early days. The monastery was originally the residence of
the uncle of Jinping Wang, the former president of the Legislative Yuan.
After Uncle Wang’s passing, the land was left unattended for many years,
until it became one of the branches under Venerable Master Hua when
all causes and conditions fully ripened. Inside of the building, there is
an oil painting of Uncle Wang, in which he appeared very serious and
stern; however, since it has become a DRBA branch, the corners of Uncle
Wang’s lips in the picture have quirked upwards and shown a smile. On
the day of the Dharma ceremony, the Dharma Master purposely took out
the oil painting to let the assembly witness the happiness Uncle Wang felt
upon drawing near a monastery that upholds the Proper Dharma.

Dharma Master Heng Hing shared that after he left the home-life,
Venerable Master Hua was often away from Hong Kong, leaving him
alone in Cixing Monastery. Due to his lack of understanding of many
matters, each time he saw Venerable Master Hua, he would want to
grab the opportunity to ask questions. Finally, one time, before Dharma
Master Heng Hing could even open his mouth, Venerable Master Hua
told him, “Hey! No more questions. Just look at the issues and slowly
work on them. That is all.” After that, through his cultivation, it gradually
dawned on him what Venerable Master Hua meant by, “There is no fixed
Dharma.”

The evening Dharma talks were hosted by Dharma Master Heng Sure,
who addressed the question that he is most frequently asked: “What is the
best Dharma-door among the 84,000 Dharma-doors for me?” Mahayana
Buddhism has a secret code for activating the resolve for Bodhi, which is
“to seek the path of the Buddhas above, and teach and transform living

beings below.” Why are there so many Dharma-doors for cultivation in
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Mahayana Buddhism? The hope is that all living beings can be rescued by
these teachings— i.e. the 84,000 Dharma doors. Each Dharma door helps
liberate us, and thus there is no “best” or “number one” Dharma door. The
fruition of Buddhahood is within our inherent nature, which awaits for us to
become Buddhas after we have dropped all of our afflictions, ignorance, and
attachments, becoming completely free.

At 8 AM on December 12, Dharma Master Heng Sure and Dharma
Master Heng Lai transmitted the eight precepts to the assembly. It was the
first time that several of the laity from Mainland China had received them.
Their smiling faces reflected the bliss of Dharma that they truly felt from
receiving the eight precepts. Dharma Master Heng Sure also mentioned that
day in his Dharma talk that Venerable Master Hua once said, “The source
of Dharma is in China.” Thus, it is meant for the Dharma to flow back to
Mainland China through the publishing of books and utilizing technology.
Dharma Master Heng Sure also distributed handmade cards, made by a
layperson, to the assembly on which the words of Venerable Master Hua’s
Dharma teachings were printed. DRBA monastics in the delegation will
soon travel on; however, the attendees will be able to remember this special
occasion whenever they read the quotes from the Venerable Master Hua’s
Dharma teachings on these cards.

Due to the lack of dorm space in the monastery, some of the delegation
members stayed in homes nearby; nevertheless, they still strived to maintain
the regular CTTB schedule. This allowed the laypeople who had not yet
visited CTTB to gain a sense of the atmosphere of cultivation there. Dharma
Master Jin Fan also encouraged the assembly by saying that if one truly takes
the Six Great Guidelines to heart (not fighting, not being greedy, not seeking,
not being selfish, not wanting personal advantages, and not telling lies) and
fulfills them in everyday life, this is indeed building one’s own CTTB, a

forever lasting Bodhimanda.
December 13: Kaohsiung Branch

The last session of the Great Compassion Dharma Ceremony was held at
the Kaohsiung Branch of Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery. The branch was
bought by the lay people there through group contributions in 2004. For
many years, there has been regular group which meets weekly and cultivates
of the Great Compassion Repentance and the Shurangama Mantra recitation
— it has never been cancelled or interrupted. Although the branch is limited
in space and located in a bustling downtown area, it has become an important
Dharma base for receiving and guiding Buddhist devotees.

Soon after the delegation arrived at the Kaohsiung Branch at 8 AM,
the assembly, led by the monastics, recited The Universal Door Chapter; the

atmosphere was dignified and sublime. Afterwards, Dharma Master Sure
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shared two of his personal experiences with Guanyin Bodhisattva. In 1989,
the Elder Venerable Master Ming Yang invited Venerable Master Hua and
his disciples to an ordination ceremony at Longhua Monastery. After the
ordination, Dharma Master Sure received a call from Venerable Master Hua
regarding an elderly layperson who would like to accompany them to make
a pilgrimage to the Four Holy Mountains. The first stop was Mount Putuo,
the Bodhimanda of Guanyin Bodhisattva. Fanyin (Pure Tidal Sounds) Cave
is located on the mountain, and it is said to be the site where Guanyin
Bodhisattva often appears.

This group of devotees who went on the pilgrimage knelt inside the
cave, and some of them were reciting the Great Compassion Mantra, others
were reciting the holy name of Guanyin Bodhisattva, and Dharma Master
Sure and an elderly man were reciting The Universal Door Chapter. Many of
the devotees eventually left because they did not see any auspicious signs.
Eventually, only two, the elderly man and Dharma Master Sure, stayed and
continued reciting the Universal Door Chapter.

Suddenly, there came an excited cry of surprise, and tears began streaming
down the elder’s face, as he said, “Guanyin Bodhisattva, Guanyin Bodhisattva,
Guanyin Bodhisattva.” Dharma Master Sure turned around and saw Guanyin
Bodhisattva manifesting in front of him as a mighty general, who looked at
him and said sternly in English, “This is not a game! You gotta work harder!”
This meant that he had to be serious and not fool around! When he turned
around, he heard the elder layman muttering, “What a lovely girl.” This
testifies perfectly to what is said in the Universal Door Chapter: “If there are
living beings who should be saved by a certain form, Guanshiyin Bodhisattva
will then manifest in that form to speak Dharma for them.”

Another story happened the year when he was on the Three Steps One
Bow pilgrimage. They bowed and were passing by a cattle ranch with many
cattle. Because they bowed slowly for nearly every two weeks, every afternoon
after school, there were five or six guys from the high school who would drive
their cars very fast in a contest to see who could brake at the nearest point
from the two bowing monks. Dharma Master Sure said that whenever he
saw these guys driving towards him, he felt angry, afraid, and helpless. All
he could do was recite the Great Compassion Mantra, hoping that Guanyin
Bodhisattva could teach these rowdy young guys a lesson by stopping them
with the help of his vajra pestle.

One afternoon, Dharma Master Sure drove to the gas station to fill
water. He happened to see these guys coming, so he hurried to hide below
the car window to avoid being seen by them. However, after a while, nothing
happened. When he looked up, lo and behold, there was Venerable Master
Hua! It was a Friday afternoon, in such a small town — far from San Francisco
— and there, Venerable Master Hua suddenly appeared!

Venerable Master Hua went to the car, placed his hands on the window,
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and talked to the boys with total ease. They thought Venerable
Master Hua was a priest, so they were very respectful. After the
boys drove away, Venerable Master Hua came up to Dharma
Master Sure and said, “Guanyin Bodhisattva is very kind
and compassionate, and would not refuse to save rough and
stubborn beings.” Then he left, leaving Dharma Master Sure
feeling ashamed that he wanted to use the Grear Compassion
Mantra to teach these boys a lesson. Only then did he truly
understand the teaching that “caring for those with whom
you have no affinities is great kindness, and being one with
all living beings is great compassion,” as he was taught by
Venerable Master Hua.

These precious, wonderful stories from the Dharma
Masters brought forth joyful laughter from the assembly.

The Great Compassion Session concluded successfully.
After an arduous and packed eight-day Dharma session, the
2018 DRBA delegation rekindled the spirit of unity and was
an inspiration for all the disciples present in the fourfold
assembly. They also brought much needed encouragement
to the Sangha and laity in DRBA branches in Taiwan. We
believe that the continuous days of “Dharma rain” from this
session have not only cleansed the defilements in the souls of
every participant, but have also purified the beautiful land of
Taiwan. We hope that DRBA delegations will make regular
visits to Taiwan to help reunify the disciples as well as to cause

the Proper Dharma to long abide in Taiwan. | #
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