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What’s After Mindfulnesss?
—The 11" Annual Global Conference on Buddhism Held in Berkeley

By Huang Lan
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English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team
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The Eleventh Global Conference on
Buddhism was successfully held at
the University of California Berkeley
campus June 29 - 30, 2019. This
Global
Conference on Buddhism was held in
the United States. The theme of the
§ conference was “What Comes After
Mindfulness? (Where is Your Practice

Heading?)” It was a large two-day event

o8N was the first time that the

rich with sharing; including many
rich and meaningful activities, such as
meditation, yoga, and symposiums.
Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM), Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association(DRBA)’s branch monastery in Berkeley, was one
of the co-partners of the conference. Buddhist Text Translation
Society (BTTS), Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU),
and Instilling Goodness Developing Virtue School (IGDVY)
also participated in the conference.

On the first day, the opening ceremony of the conference
was followed by discussions and speeches by honored guests.
Reverend Heng Sure hosted the first round of the forum
leading with the topic, “Building a Bridge between Different
Buddhist Traditions.” The panelists included Dharma Master
Jianhu, representing Mahayana Buddhism, Venerable Dr.
Pannavati, representing Theravada Buddhism, and Drukmo
Gyal, representing Vajrayana Buddhism. During the discussion,
several guests from different traditions spoke and freely shared
their experiences and challenges. This forum set the tone for

open communication from Buddhists around the globe, creating
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an atmosphere in which Buddhists from different traditions
could communicate and better understand each other. In this
way, it is possible for the Dharma to be more easily propagated
on a vast scale.

At noon, professors and students from DRBU spoke on the
topic, “Buddhist Ethics and Today’s Science and Technology.”
They explored the issue of whether today’s technology really
brings us happiness — a matter of great urgency for everyone
in a time of such rapid development.

In their discussions, participants spoke about both the
convenience and the damage caused by science and technology. In a
society where technology is highly revered, such discussions reminded
everyone to always maintain discernment and proper mindfulness, so
that they do not become enslaved by their devices.

In the afternoon, a few of the eminent monastics, including
Reverend Heng Sure, joined the Q& A session, answering questions
from participants from all over the world. Shortly thereafter, at the main
conference hall, Reverend Heng Sure held a puppet show in which he
used a cute little puppet as an aid to teach Dharma. This humorous and
lighthearted approach was a method well-suited to the young audience
in the hall. They happily received and welcomed this teaching into their
hearts — amidst much laughter.

During the conference, various Buddhist groups set up booths in the
square of the conference site to provide participants with a variety of
activities, among them yoga instruction and meditation practice. DRBU
also set up a number of booths for DRBU, BBM, BTTS, and IGDVS.
Kenneth Cannata from DRBU demonstrated the tea ceremony and
explained to the audience the spirit behind it. Bhikshu Jin Fo Shi and
volunteers from BBM also exhibited the four treasures of study — ink,
ink brushes, inkstones, and paper, and encouraged everyone to try
calligraphy. Deans and other members of the administrative faculty from
DRBU, as well as the principals of IGDVS, also visited the booths at the
conference. Many people requested
information about the schools. The
scene was very lively and full of
activities.

BTTS displayed many works of
translation it has completed over the
years, along with copies of various
texts in their original languages. It
also displayed its mission statement
to invite more volunteers to join the

great BT'TS cause — the translation
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of Buddhist texts.

At 9 AM the next morning on the UC Berkeley
campus, Bhikhus Jin Chuan Shi and Jin Wei Shi from BBM
demonstrated three-steps-one-bow and led the participants
in this practice as a way of conveying gratitude and respect
for the Earth. One after another, participants expressed that
they were filled with the bliss of Dharma. Then Bhikhuni Jin
Rou Shi from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
introduced the some Buddhist books she had written for
children. These books, published by BT'TS, contain lively
illustrations and interesting stories. She presented them
to the children in an animated manner, exposing them to
some of the rudimentary teachings of Dharma. During
the Children’s Village, Reverend Heng Sure once again
presented his entertaining puppet shows, which attracted
a large number of children. Where there was children’s
laughter, there was the Buddhadharma!

At noon the next day, DRBU Professor Doug Powers
gave a lecture entitled “Getting Rid of Emotional Bondage;”
the hall was completely packed and the profundity of the
topic compelled listeners to reflect deeply.

Afterwards, there was an enthusiastic Q&A session
in which the audience eagerly asked Professor Powers
questions; this exchange complimented the lecture and
deepened the understanding of the audience. Then, in the
main conference hall, Professor Powers also participated
in the “Mindfulness in Education” forum. He spoke at
length about DRBU’s new programs; specifically, he spoke
about how DRBU’s curriculum is modeled after the Great
Books method which allows students to directly read key

classical texts from the East and West, and directly discern

the meaning for themselves in seminar style classes. Such a




model of education gives importance to study, as well as
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highlights the importance of students’ direct experiences
through practice.

At 4 PM the next day, the conference concluded in
Zellerbach Hall with a magnificent Buddhist concert by
Imee Ooi, the world-famous Buddhist musician, and her
Dharma pop band JSJG introduced by Reverend Heng
Sure. During the two-hour performance, Imee Ooi and
her team sang the Great Compassion Mantra, the Heart
Sutra, the Metta Sutra, the Six-Syllable Mantra, and other

Buddhist sutras and mantras. This heavenly and serene
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two-day long Global Conference on Buddhism. #

At the 11% Global Conference on Buddhism (GCB), which
took place at Zelle UC Berkeley June 29th - 30th, the event
was closed by an hour and a half performance of the soaring
“Sounds of Metta” by the renowned Buddhist musician Imee
Ooi and JSJG (Jing Shi Jin Gang - Pure Heart Vajra Spirits).
Coming all the way from Malaysia, this was Imee and JSJG’s
first performance in the USA.

After the conference, Imee and JSJG went on to visit the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB), which Imee regarded
as the main highlight of her visit to the United States. Led by
Dharma Master Jin He, she and her group visited the Sudhana
Center and toured CTTB July 2 - 3, 2019. Upon arrival, they
were greeted by various CTTB residents and DRBU students.
Dharma Master Heng Yi gifted them with copies of Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association’s own musical, the 7hree Cart
Patriarch.

After departing CTTB, the group traveled to Ashland,
Oregon to perform, and then returned to the Berkeley
Buddhist Monastery where they were joined for a final
performance by other Buddhist musicians including Jennifer
Berezan, Alan Senauke, and Rev. Heng Sure. Before leaving
the US, they also jointed the Avatamsaka Sutra translation

meeting hosted by Rev. Heng Sure. &

musical performance successfully brought to a close the
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