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Dharma Master Yinguang
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary
on Dharma Flower Sutra
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When Venerable Yinguang entered nirvana at Lingyan
Mountain in Suzhou, he was cremated with ordinary
sandalwood incense instead of oxhead sandalwood incense.
A massive crowd of people, stretching for about three
Chinese /i (a Chinese /i is about half a kilometer or one
third of a mile) from the base of the mountain to the top,
attended his cremation. After the cremation, they found
many $arira in the ashes. They sieved out his ashes and
collected all the $arira.

After that, one of his disciples arrived. Having heard
that the Elder Master had left $arira, he tried to find one.
Although he looked and looked, he could not find any,
because the others had taken them all. He stayed near the
ashes and cried. After he had cried for two days, the most
grand $arira appeared! He took it home to make offerings
to it.

The Buddhadharma is inconceivable. Whoever is
not sincere or true will not obtain a response; whoever is
genuinely sincere and true will obtain a response. That
disciple was especially reverent and faithful to the old
Master, always wishing to see him. He was away when the
Master entered nirvana, so he cried for a long time. The
response to his sincere grief was that he found a $arira of the
Elder Master.

Elder Master Yinguang was very learned. He lived at
Buddha Peak on Mount Putuo for eighteen years, during
which time he read the Tripitaka over and over again. He
was extremely reverent toward the 7ripitaka, sitting up very
straight when reading it. If he had to go to the bathroom,
he would change all of his clothes, including his shoes
and socks. After using the bathroom, he would change

everything back. His sincerity was such that he became
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enlightened.

After he attained enlightenment, he
focused on reciting the name of Amitabha
Buddha and established a monastery called
Lingyan (“Magical Cave”) Mountain in
Suzhou. It was a monastery where people
recited the Buddha’s name as their daily
practice. They also had better food than
¢ the other monasteries, so many monks

e went there. They went to recite the
L Buddha’s name and also to “recite” food!
Since they ate well, they also recited well.
Since they ate well, they did not indulge in
idle thinking. If they had not eaten well,
they might have had idle thoughts. A little
good food never hurts.

When this Dharma Master lectured in Nanjing, a funny
thing happened. Even though he lectured very well, no one
came to listen. Probably there were very few people in that area
who understood the Buddhadharma, but he lectured anyway.
One night, someone showed up. Master Yinguang thought
that an audience of one was pretty good. After the lecture he
asked the person, “Did you like my lecture? Pretty good, huh?”

The man said, “I have no idea what you said.”

“Then why did you listen?”

“I'm just waiting to put the chairs away,” the man said.

And here the Master thought he had found someone
who “knew his sound”! “One who knows his sound” refers to
someone who listens to and understands him. Just like when
I lecture the sitra, you all come to listen; you are those who
“know my sound,” so I am really fond of all of you. You feel
happy to come to listen to my satra lectures, so I am happy
with you. On the contrary, if you do not come to listen to the
satra lectures, then I won’t be happy (in a joking tone with a
laugh). Anyway, after that experience, Master Yinguang vowed
he would never lecture the sttras in Nanjing again.

Once, he was lecturing to the Lay Society in Shanghai, and
one of the female students had a dream. In the dream someone
said to her, “Hurry up and go to the Lay Society in Shanghai
and listen to the lecture on the Amitibha Sitra. Great Strength
Bodhisattva is lecturing it there!” This student had no idea who
Great Strength Bodhisattva was or what the Amitabha Satra
was, but having had this dream, she went there. She spoke to
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the Elder Master, “Actually, I'm not a Buddhist. I had a dream in
which someone told me that Great Strength Bodhisattva was lecturing
the Amitiabha Sitra at the Lay Society. The day after the dream, I saw
an ad in the paper, saying that Elder Master Yinguang was lecturing
the Amitibha Siitra here.” And so she came.

Elder Master Yinguang said to her, “Don’t speak nonsense! Don’t
say this to anyone.”

She wanted to tell people, but she followed his instructions. She
also took refuge with him. In less than three years, the Elder Master
entered nirvana. After he had entered stillness, she told everyone
her dream. Everyone then knew that Elder Master Yinguang was a
transformation of Great Strength Bodhisattva. No one knew while
he was alive but after he died, everyone knew. That’s how people are.
When something is right in front of them, they don't recognize it.
When it’s gone, they say, “Oh! So that’s what it was!” But by then, it’s
too late to do anything. #

Axffk Taking Refuge
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Taking refuge is very difficult. Now all of you have good roots and
can take refuge. You have taken refuge and become the Buddha’s
disciple. Your teacher is Fundamental Teacher Sakyamuni Buddha.
I am just helping you by teaching you how to cultivate. Buddhism
is not like other religions that advertize how good they are, how
everything about them is good. In Buddhism,what is good comes
from yourself. When you do good, your life will be good. When you
do things that are unskillful or bad, your life will not turn out well.
The Buddha cannot help you change. You yourself have to want to
change and become good.

After having taken refuge with the Three Jewels, you should work
to be good. No one can do it for you. I want to tell you something
important. What is it? After taking refuge with the Three Jewels,
you should improve yourself every day. Don’t become worse day by
day.

It is not only in this lifetime that you have taken refuge with the
Three Jewels. Some of you have already done so in countless lifetimes
and eons past. Therefore, even though you are not Chinese, you take
refuge with a Chinese teacher; despite being Americans, you take
refuge with a foreign teacher. You resolve to take refuge with the
Three Jewels even though we do not speak the same language. How
amazing! When such faith arises, you should know immediately

that you have planted good roots for more than one lifetime. #



