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Chapter 5: Gongye Chang

[ Venerable Master’s Instructional Talk )

I addressed him as ‘Abbot’ just now, and this is how you
should praise him. Being commended as such will make him
confused about his role, for he may already be a bodhisattva.

Venerable Master asks the disciple: “Are you a bodhisattva?”

Disciple: “No, I am not.”

You have to represent the spirit of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. If someone flatters you, then just beat him! Assume
the appearance of an asura and slap him a few times, saying,
“What are you talking about?” Once you do that, you will
become world famous— Number One. You don’t have to
publicize yourself because many people will do it for you. This
is the best way to be in the limelight. If you dislike publicity,
however, then don’t beat people up. Similarly, I will not beat
any of you!

Does anyone have an opinion to share with us? Whoever

wants to talk should not miss this opportunity! Later on, don't
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complain: “I had something to say but I did not dare to speak up because
I was afraid Shifu would scold me.”

Buttering up the new abbot or fawning over the former abbot is not
acceptable. All of you must remember the way we present ourselves here!
We do not care about human sensibilities in the least; the only thing
we are concerned about is the Buddhadharma. You cannot make use
of the Buddhadharma as a gift to seek favors. Therefore, in the future,
all disciples who have taken refuge with me are not permitted to flatter
anyone wherever they go. Why am I saying all these things today? It
is because my disciple wants to be a bootlicker, which makes me feel
terribly disgraced. Why? All along, my guiding principle has been this:
I will neither praise anyone highly, nor slander anyone intentionally.
Whatever I say is the truth with not even a bit added or subtracted. This
is a guideline that I have always adhered to.

For this reason, people in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas do not
say, “thank you so-and-so” when they interact with one another. This
accords with the saying: “The straight mind is the Way-place.” The path
that we follow must be straight as an arrow, not full of twists and turns.
When I first established the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, some of
my disciples kept a distance from me. Why were they afraid? They were
scared that I would be a liability to them, because they assumed: “He has
no money and yet he set up the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Within
a year, it will close down and he will become bankrupt!” Now, my motto
is: “Freezing to death, we do not scheme. Starving to death, we do not
beg. Dying of poverty, we ask for nothing.” I apply these three great
guidelines of ours and will never yield to anyone.

To be frank with you, I do not even seck help from the Bodhisattvas,
not to mention people. For example, when I bow to the Bodhisattvas,
I don’t implore them: “Oh, no! I dont know how to work things out.
Please, Bodhisattva, give me your guidance and protection. I am at my
wits end!” I have never uttered such distasteful words, and that has been
my guiding principle all along. No matter how much I suffer and how
difficult the situation, I endure it without telling a soul. If I want people

to pity me, how can I call myself a lefc-home person?
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Was anyone aware that Los Angeles was struck by an earthquake last
night? Did you know that it was a 6.0-magnitude earthquake? It was like
travelling on a steamship where one is tossed about and shaken to the
bones. An earthquake of that magnitude is severe, but fortunately, there
were no accidents or disasters. It is truly inconceivable and the credit

goes to those people there who recite the Earth Store Sutra every day.
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This is the reason why I instructed them that they must be able to
recite the Earth Store Sutra from memory. When people are able

to recite this sutra a little bit more, the Firm and Solid Earth Spirit
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surroundings.
Now, amongst the group of visitors from Seattle, some of
them are even able to recite the Conduct and Vows of Saptasatika-

prajnaparamita Sutra from memory. This is the sutra text that

the lay people in Seattle have chosen to memorize. Those in
Gold Buddha Monastery, however, intend to learn by heart
the Manjusris Questions on Prajna Sutra. We have not printed
this sutra yet, but when it is available in the future, our fellow
cultivators in Gold Buddha Monastery want to recite it. As for
those of us here in the Sagely City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
we recite the Great Compassion Mantra and the Universal Door
Chapter, and also cultivate the Dharma of the Forty-two Hands

Fiih) & T+ =R | E(EE -
e .. and Eyes. Therefore, each of our Way-places has its own specialty. 9
SRR AT RS From):wvv on, our lay people in varic}),uPS) laces should aimft)o focjs :
B DU RIS IR LA &t o Oy beopie I various p s
s e o their faith on one particular Bodhisattva. =
ShEI HARE > (S 0E - g
SO FLE s0To be continued g
z
FASE : BRAIBIZRICE ? %
EAGCBRASER > TUREEDT - RER > RASBERFEGISHRANGOET » RBIZHI - h

Question: Is there any other place that lectures on the Shurangama Mantra?
Venerable Master Hua: Right now in the entire world, to the extent of the end of empty space and the entire
Dharma realm, there is only this Shurangama Mantra Dharma assembly here in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

where the Shurangama Mantra is being lectured.
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Question: Where do I find back my fundamental treasures?

Venerable Master Hua: You will need to find it in the Avatamsaka Sutra.

PASE : BB WSEBE » BAEHKR ?
—L/\ : ﬁtmé@i‘ii%zﬁ 2 B%%&ﬁtﬁ%f;—réb—-w%i 9 %‘7‘:5&%,{#1 ° ﬁ-‘_.‘;;E |—)‘L4<:,§E, , ﬁt@i o J 1'%§E
K > B—REF—REHTE o o

Question: This moutain is so high, why is there water here?
Venerable Master Hua: There is auspiciousness because all of the living beings who cultivate here refrain from
committing offenses that involve greed. There is a saying: The ordinary mind falling is also the mind of the Way

arising. Merit and virtue increase each day through cultivation.
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