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The Thirty-fifth Patriarch,

Dhyana Master Daoyi
of Jiangxi Province (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on December 7, 1983

g 4,@ 2 English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
EstEHE Another verse says:
PR B B ) Polishing a brick to make a mirror is a waste of effort.
74 1 i b S HE R So how can practicing Chan meditation to become a Buddha ever succeed?
AT High N2 Beat the ox or beat the cart—which should one do?
FHABF B £ 8 Using the false or using the true—which one will bring the dragon?”
S Ml B FE 2 T The mind-ground holds the seeds, but they need irrigation.
TH R e % B HH I Our nature is like an untainted sky—clear for ten thousand miles.
= R B R EEFH The precious flower of samadhi is apart from all marks:
JEE AR S L D S B The wonder of its response, creation, and transformation is unfathomable.
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Polishing a brick to make a mirror is a waste of effort. You are rubbing
a brick with the hope of making a mirror; but no matter how long you rub,
it won’t happen. Your work will be to no avail. It is a waste of effort.

That's why he asked: “So how can practicing Chan meditation to
become a Buddha ever succeed?” Rubbing a brick won’t make a mirror. So
now you are just sitting there. How will sitting in meditation make you a
Buddha? It won't happen; it’s a waste of time.

Why not? The next line of verse makes it clear: Beat the ox or beat the
cart—which should one do? Master Rang asked him, “What are you doing?
Meditation doesn’t make Buddhas.”

“What should one do?” he asked.

So Master Rang answered: “Beat the ox or beat the cart.” The cart has
to move; do you beat the ox or the cart to make it go? The cart, a dead
instrument, represents our false body.

You might beat that false thing. You can whip it endlessly, but it will be
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useless. Dragons can’t survive in dead water. You sit, but you have no
skill. You sit and become part of dull emptiness. Sitting still in dull
emptiness is of no use. And so he was asked: Beat the ox or beat the
cart—which should one do?

Of course, one should beat the ox. And he knew that! He knew
so he kept quiet. The Master had no reply. There was nothing Master
Daoyi could say. If he spoke then he would have to admit that what
he was doing was unprincipled. He was not using effort on what was
alive; he was trying to work with something that was dead. Why say
that he was dealing with something dead? Because he sat there stiffly,
without the least bit of flexibility, and he knew it wasn’t working.

In fact, he had been sitting there like an idiot. Originally, sitting
in meditation is fine, but what Master Daoyi was doing while sitting
there was useless. It was useless because he kept sitting there and didn’t
move. Basically, when sitting Chan meditation, we should walk during
the walking periods in order to keep things lively. We should not sit so
stiffly—sitting the whole day as if dead—Dbeing greedy to sit the longer
the better. That’s not how it should be done!

Applying the false or applying the true—which one will bring the
dragon? Do you become a dragon by applying the false or by applying
the true? Applying the false would be using effort with our physical
bodies—our stinking skin bags. Applying the true would be using
effort with our own natures. So the question remains, which do you
use in trying to become a dragon?

The mind-ground contains the seeds: Didn’t Master Rang say: “The
mind-ground contains all seeds. When watered, the seeds will sprout.”
So we must nurture the nature by working at developing skill. If we
don’t develop skill, then we tend to become rigid. Dragons can’t live in
dead water. The mind-ground holds the seeds, but they need irrigation.
You apply a little skill to nurturing them; give them a little water, and
they remain vitally alive.

Our nature is like an untainted sky—clear for ten thousand miles.
We should not taint our skylike nature. Our nature itself is untainted.
Like the sky, there are no images in it; it is empty of everything.

The precious flower of samadhi is apart from all marks.
Samadhi’s flowering has no attributes; we should not attach to the
possibility of there being attributes when we apply our skill. To do
that would be like using the physical body in the hope of becoming
a Buddha. There’s no destruction, so there isnt any becoming. The
absence of destruction and construction is the flower of samadhi.

The wonder of its response, creation, and transformation is

unfathomable. It is impossible to describe these wonderful aspects. &
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