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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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Bodhisattva Medicine King. He has made limitless billions of
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He was none other than the present Bodhisattva Medicine
King. He has made limitless billions of kotis of nayutas of gifts
of his own body, such as this. I have just given you one example of
how he made offerings to the Buddha by burning his body and arms.
Actually, the bodies and lives he has given away to living beings are

innumerable, too many to tell.
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that of one who offers countries, cities, wives, children,
as well as the mountains, forests, rivers, ponds, and

myriad precious objects of the trichiliocosm.

Commentary:
The Buddha

Flower, if a person who resolves to attain anuttara

continued, “Constellation King
samyaksambodhi, the unsurpassed, complete, perfect
awakening, can burn off a finger or a toe as an offering
to the Buddhas or to a Buddha’s stupa, that person’s
offering will surpass that of one who offers countries,
cities, wives, children, as well as the mountains, forests,
rivers, ponds, and the myriad precious objects of the

trichiliocosm.

Sutra:
Further, if a person made an offering to the
Buddhas, great Bodhisattvas, Pratyekabuddhas, and
Arhats of the seven treasures, vastenough to fill the
trichiliocosm, that person’s merit from making
offerings to these four kinds of sages would not
equal that of one who upholds this
Dbharma Flower Sitra.

Further, if a person made an offering to the Buddhas,
great Bodhisattvas, Pratyekabuddhas, and Arhats of the
seven treasures of gold, silver, vaidiirya, crystal, giant clam
shell, red pearls, and carnelian, vast enough to fill the
trichiliocosm, that person’s merit from making offerings
to these four kinds of sages would not equal that of one
who upholds this Dharma Flower Siatra. That person’s
merit is insignificant compared to that of one who upholds
the Wondrous Dharma Lotus Siitra, or even a single sentence
or a four-line verse of it, for the latter’s merit is greater

by far.

Sutra:

Constellation King Flower, consider this example.
Just as the ocean is foremost among all bodies of water,
including streams and rivers, the Dbharma Flower Sitra
is the most profound and the greatest among all the
sutras taught by the Tathagatas.

s To be continued
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