Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates 2019 Commencement
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By DRBU Staff

Chinese Translated by Shramanerika Jinxin

On May 24, 2019, Dharma Realm Buddhist University
held its commencement ceremony at Sudhana Center in
Ukiah, CA. This year’s commencement ceremony was a
significant milestone for DRBU, as we graduated our first
class of students from the B.A. in Liberal Arts program.
A total of seven B.A. students received their diplomas:
Bhikshuni Heng Jie, Bhikshuni Jin Zhi, Bhikshuni Jin
Run, Bhikshuni Vien Trung Tinh, Lisa Liang, Frank Liu,
and Alex Wang. In addition, our fifth cohort of students
graduated from the M.A. program in Buddhist Classics.
The seven M.A. graduates were Indrayani Barker, Meina
Co, Justin Howe, Brenda Li, Brianna Morseth, Mojo
Tchudi, and Sheila Xie.

The theme of “pioneering” ran throughout this year’s
commencement ceremony, for the graduating B.A.

students were pioneers for DRBU’s new degree program.
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As the first students to complete the program, they are
integral to the DRBU community and have helped shape
every aspect of the student experience — from academics,
to dorm and community life, to service-scholarship (work
study). In addition, the parents and family members of
the graduating students are pioneers in supporting the
students throughout their studies at a school that was not
yet accredited at the time of enrollment. Families traveled
from as far as Australia, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Texas,
Pennsylvania, and Florida to attend the commencement
ceremony.

The keynote address was given by Professor Harold
Roth, a pioneer in the academic field of Contemplative
Studies. He is a Professor of Religious Studies and East
Asian Studies at Brown University and the founder of
Brown University’s Contemplative Studies Initiative and
Concentration. His keynote address, titled “Contemplative
Tools for the Future,” discussed the value of an education
that develops knowledge of oneself and one’s potential as
a human being. Professor Roth argued that the dominant
paradigm of knowledge in higher-education treats the
human and the natural world as an “Other.” At DRBU and
in Brown’s Contemplative Studies Program, an alternative
mode of inquiry is practiced that uses a critical first-
person subjective perspective to explore oneself and one’s
relationship to the world. To do so, students try various
contemplative practices that are directly related to what
they are reading and reflect openly about their experience.
To further emphasize this point, Professor Roth discussed
how the Daoist text, the Huainanzi, offers
alternatives for seeing the environment that
emerge out of contemplative practice.

Bhikshuni Heng Chih, a DRBU Professor
Emerita and Chair of the Board of Trustees was
also acknowledged during the ceremony as a
pioneer. Dharma Master Heng Chih became a
fully ordained Buddhist nun in 1969 and was
one of the first five Caucasian monastic disciples
of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. This year, 2019,
marks her 50th year in the Sangha, making her
one of the world’s most senior Buddhist nuns.
She was acknowledged during commencement

for her decades of service to the monastic order,
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the translation of Buddhist texts, and to DRBU.

Both the B.A. and M.A. cohorts selected three speakers to
give short talks during the commencement ceremony. The talks
reflected the value and transformation that each student received
from their time at DRBU. Many thanked their teachers, friends,
and mentors for supporting them along the way.

Following the speeches, President Susan Rounds awarded the
degrees. The commencement ceremony ended with the singing
of “Dedication of Merit” and the school song, “Jin Xu Kong”
(Pervading Empty Space). #
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ORI <PE7EF L) (Poems No.9 - 10)
Chan Master Chushi Fanqi’s Pure Land Poems of the West Studio
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Ming Dynasty Chan Master Chushi Fanqi of Tianning Monastery in Haiyan County

English translation by West Studio Club / Revised by Yong Wei Kwong

HEA RS RN - The wondrous, luminously understanding, enlightened nature is the Tathagata;
Wi AE R o Temporarily, one borrows the lotus to nurture the sagely fetus.
WM HE S =+ e Distinguished by thirty-two auspicious marks,

WOCMIEE T - One radiates a trillion beams of brilliant light.

S ELAHREE - Articles adorned with jewels appear as one pleases;

AR R AR, - Heavenly gossamer garments require no tailoring.

b EAEAETEAE - Reborn in the highest superior grade lotus, one ends birth and death;
BERERIREEEG - Sitting on a purple-golden dais, one appears in worlds as many as dust motes.
ARG S R Yet to return to Ultimate Bliss, we remain in Jambudvipa,

I U BE AR - Adrift in this defiled world for countless autumns.

PR BAIEFRREN - Often are our dreams shattered by rain pattering on plantain fronds;

D RRREE Our original home is none other than the islets of lotus blooms!

Jeit HRES LR A 26 3t o Returning is as quick as ﬂexing an arm; it’s easily within reach.

e i A 9E - Far surpassing the multitudes, we emerge the loftiest of all.

TR LB The two Mahasattvas feel deep pity for us decrepit folk;

EEUEERRVNI T Why not enter the jade pavilions with them hand in hand?
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