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Re101c1ng in DRBA’s 2019 Leavmg Home
Ceremony at Berkeley Buddhlst Monastery
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June 12, 2019 (the 10th of the fifth lunar month) was truly a special day.
Outside Berkeley Buddhist Monastery (BBM), the sun was shining brightly
as wispy white clouds roamed across the azure sky. Inside the Monastery,
the atmosphere was dignified and adorned with a joyful atmosphere. On
this special and meaningful day, the 24th anniversary of Venerable Master
Hua’s Nirvana, five laypeople resolved to have their head’s shaved, leave
the home life, and receive the Ten Precepts to become $ramaneras and
sramanerikas. Although the Venerable Master Hua’s physical body is no
longer with us, his teachings and his spirit of propagating the Dharma
is very much alive with the continued growth of the Sangha within the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA).

These five laypeople who resolved to leave the home-life include one
Upasaka, Leong Yap (Dharma name Chin Liang Shi), and four Upasikas
— Wen-Ni Chow (Monastic name Jin Xuan Shi), Angela Justice (Monastic
name Jin Zheng Shi), Yong Li Kuen (Monastic name Jin Ken Shi), and
Yaping Wang (Monastic name Jin Xin Shi). They all have been studying

and volunteering at CTTB or at DRBA’s branch monasteries for many
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years. The elderly Leong Yap moved to CTTB to
accompany his three grandchildren, who studied at
Developing Virtue Secondary School. In 2015, he
became a resident member of BBM. His diligent and
affable manner earned him the respect and support
of everyone. Angela Justice came to join the Dharma
Assembly at BBM well over a decade ago. She often
brought flowers as offerings, and attended the Sutra
lectures earnestly. Later on, she joined the Sangha &
Laity Training Program (SLTP) at CTTB and studied
together with Wen-Ni Chow, Yong Li Kuen and Yaping
Wang.

The ceremony started at 1:30 pm. Two long tables
and seats were arranged to the left and right front of the Buddha images.
Dharma Master Heng Sure served as the Precept Transmission Master and
Dharma Master Jin Fo as the Teaching Acirya; their seats were on the
right side of the Buddha Hall. Dharma Masters Heng Chih, Heng Liang
and Heng Yin sat on the left side of the Buddha Hall representing the
Bhikshunis. There also another were five Bhikshunis who came to support
the new Sangha members. The scene was inspiring and moving to behold.
Approximately a hundred people were in attendance, including members
of Angela’s family and many Westerners; all of whom came to rejoice such
an auspicious event.

The ceremony was conducted bilingually, in English and Chinese. After
the Requesting of the Masters by the five left-home candidates, Dharma
Master Sure hit the wooden-bar gavel and said, “Good Man and Good
Women, since you have earnestly requested three times, we will accept
your request to serve as head-shaving and Ten Precepts Transmission
Masters and Teaching Acarya on behalf of the Sangha led by the Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua.” Following that, the five Preceptees contemplated and
expressed their gratitude to their parents; Dharma Masters then shaved
their heads and helped them don the precept sash; then, they received the
Three Refuges and the Ten Precepts. Finally, Dharma Master Sure asked

| g /9 | o s v ' iy e
} ] 1% . ‘), '{ %
¢ \ | B i/ 1 ¥

Juty 2019 Vasra BooHi Sea | 41

SMIN WIV3Y YIWEVHQ

o 58 5t



DHARMA ReaLM NEws

O 58 B

Rt o Btk o BEARIHE AL HR
FHo DER B ERUER - BB
s o (EOREA(EEM - SRAELEEFEA
- [HZMERE > LS L o BEAIEIRF
FBITHR? ) AR EREE - TR
BT - ) ez E R I E s -

AR SR ARITIF R 4G T 5%
B o FRARNER @ T EREARL TE RE
(a5 T AL R B B - (6
EEERE - MR EA NFRE G Y
HK ~ BENUAE - REELMEFISK
RE NIEZR LA - tERARE IRFIEE R
KARGYIEME -, BIARTRERRTO
& T SREEFET - WAL BRI
M Iew 1B AR —EE F
IR E A MVEER » , BARIE
REE LS T 0 T IRFIYMERTTE
HEWE T > (hFREHELS D NERE
e EEEEEAREEREAES
H——AA R ~ b~ AERVE
/g e s o Bt R IR PIRIEE Sty
g7 REEMREE S - L TE
JERNEAT (HARTAS [ E NERAY T2
TILNEE 5 RGABIARZK AT EIRRTOUERT
HE R VIR - B SE ANSERER —
SRR - N ETTRRF SRR
AR B o

Wi% - BURENBRER ¢ T SRS
OtHZE > FTEERYRS > WA R —RAE
BT » RARAA —(EBE ~ &
B AFE ~ B —HAYREA R ——
BRE L EHEM AR -
Z NELAEFEMH AR - 558 -
—RE NEDE Y ~ AE ST > HE L
NBHFIIIERL - EOARIREE R © 1
Wt R R o B H B2k PE s - B >
CBOM > R SEEIEYE AL 5 R PASR
HBR S pE 5 RIS R v A B ST - AR
DIFLISHYG ~ Syl > BREAELL - 40
Ripbe > @i AN - #®

42| =BIERE “o—NFELA

the five new monastic members, “From now on all of you should
diligently cultivate precepts, concentration and wisdom and study
and practice Sutras, Vinaya, and Shastras. Make the Buddhadharma
remain long in the world, and give living beings unshakable proper
faith. Do not be lazy, do not be lax in body and mind. Can you
carry out these instructions?” All five new monastic members clearly
and affirmatively answered, “We can carry out these instructions!”
This resolute affirmation brought to a perfect ending a time-honored
tradition of going forth from the householder’s life to become Sangha
members.

After the ceremony, Dharma Master Sure invited other Dharma
Masters to speak and give words of encouragement to the new
monastic members. Dharma Master Chih said, “Its a joy in
everybody’s heart today that we have five new monastics in the world.
If the Buddhadharma is to continue, then it has to be by people
willing to carry the customs and burdens and the joys of the monastic
life. We're all very proud of you today for making that decision, and
we trust that youre going to, through your life, be investigating
the Buddhadharma.” Dharma Master Liang also gave her blessings,
“This is a most auspicious day. My heart is filled with joy for all of
you leaving home— People who leave home will definitely bring
auspicious and beneficial energy to the world.” Dharma Master Yin
also happily gave her encouragement, “Now you have changed the
external appearance, and the work is to continue change internally as
well—It’s not always easy to be in this big family of many different
generations, cultures, ages, and backgrounds. But this is why if we
can grow harmony in the monastic community, it’s a very good
model for the world.” Dharma Masters Jin He and Jin Chuan quoted
Venerable Master Hua’s sayings, “Try your best.” and “Everything’s
OK.” Dharma Master Jin Chuan encouraged the new monastics to
keep a sense of humor every day since practice sometimes is difficult
and serious.

At the conclusion of the talks, Dharma Master Sure addressed
the assembly, “To do what these five individuals have done is not
popular; to always wear the same clothes, to eat unusual diet, to
keep being vigorous, morning after morning; while everyone else is
resting, you're vigorously reciting. It’s not easy, it’s difficult to do; but,
we can because our teacher gave us a good example.” He continued,
“Today [in these new monastics], we have represended Malaysia,
Australia, China, Europe, and the state of Georgia; the planet is here
in Berkeley Buddhist Monastery. All of us gathered here today with
our hearts joyous and radiant with light as we think of the Buddha
and our teacher, the Venerable Master Hua.” &



