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06. fkaru 06. Running Out of Food and Awaiting Death
HEEARRAEE  FE%E The Guanyin cave was excessively humid and
T e A REEE » TUEAN therefore, uninhabitable. After overcoming many
AR EENSEE difficulties, Venerable Master moved a large stone,
QAR AT T - which was originally located outside of the cave so

that he could build a small hut. Unexpectedly, this

A : led to many demonic obstructions.
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Ry ECHERRE A Eﬁ/ﬁ would do everything on their own when they are
AT - B AETT MR in their thatched hut. Why? If they do not do work
EHYEF i » — REIMRHEEE - %
HOES & 7B ? A as so and so when he was living in the Bamboo
o RSP EUEBERE Gy Monastery (Chuk Lam Shin Yuen), he slept
HZIR R > At A R TR all day long. Later, when he lived in his own hut,
AR5E s ARMAERMAE  —B e became very diligent. He would make sure the
TEAEE - B ALEE surroundings of his living compound were clean and
HEEEET > —RIIREREDN tidy. He even made some beautiful fences. But when
BT B - FEHCHE  living in the monastery, he didn’t make any effort to
i B g T > AMEM help. There was another person who pretended to
T MEAARSE - HEME  be an experienced cultivator in the monastery. He

Narrated by Venerable Master Hua:
I noticed that quite a number of seasoned
cultivators are lazy and unwilling to contribute

when they live in a community; however, they

themselves, no one else would do it for them. Such
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made himself look clumsy and stupid, and didn’t do anything at all.
But while living alone in his hut, he managed to do this and that.
As clumsy as he was, he had managed to get many jobs done. Why?
Because he considered the hut to be his, however, the monastery was
not.

Contrary to their behavior, I was very fond of working in the
monastery, but when it came to my own hut, I was very casual and
lax. The Guanyin cave was built before I came and I didn’t make any
changes while living there. I sat there everyday and did nothing else.
Later on, I built a small thatched hut, because the Guanyin cave was
too damp to live in. To build the hut, I had to move a large stone. The
workers I had hired weren’t able to move it, so I moved it myself. Such
was my character.

As I recalled, the two workers I had hired were very tall, muscular,
and strong. One was 6 feet tall while the other was 5 feet 8 inches. I
asked them to move this stone which weighed around two tons. Those
two workers tried to use an iron rod to move the stone. After trying
for almost half a day, about four hours, they werent able to move it,
not even a bit. There was nothing they could do. They came back to
me and said, “You have to use some explosives to remove the stone
because there is no other way to move it.” I went over and had a look.
I told them, “We don’t have to use explosives to more this stone. You
two just couldn’t move it. Now I will make a bet with you: if I am able
to move it, both of you will work without any wage today; however, if
I can’t move it, I will double your pay. What do you say?” Then they
said, “Sure, no problem!”

Why they weren’t able to move the stone? It was because they used
an iron rod to lift (the stone), exerting a force from beneath. If this
force was leveled against the earth, you can’'t move the stone since the
carth is not as hard as the stone. How was I able to move the big stone
myself? I first placed another piece of stone between the gap of the big
stone and the earth before using the iron rod to pry. As a result, the big
stone moved. It took me about twenty minutes. The big stone itself
rolled down from the top, and was moved.

I asked them: “How many meals do you two eat a day?

“Three meals.”

“How much do you make daily?” They told me how much it was.
So I told them: “If I were to look for a job, everyone would have
wanted to use me instead of you two, because I only eat one meal a
day and I can do what you cant.” They were speechless.

A year later, I finished building a small hut just outside of Guanyin
Cave. It was made of wood and covered with bitumen paper (a kind

of roofing felt); it about 15x15 feet. Finally, I had shelter. Once
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the hut was completed,
demonic obstructions came
along. My neighbor became
jealous, spread rumors, and
informed Bamboo Grove
Monastery that I had a lot
“You

supporting

of money. He said,
should  stop
him. If he has money to
build a hut, how could he
have no money for food?”
The monastery manager
believed what he had said
and stopped offering food
to me. At that time, I had no one to support me at all. Without
anyone’s support, I told myself: “After taking a small amount from
the food I was given before, I will sit down and meditate.” I didn’t
tell anyone that I was out of food, neither did I go out nor see
anyone. If I starved to death, so be it. I slowly ate the dried food
that was left in the cave to overcome my hunger and which lasted
for barely two weeks. After that, I totally ran out of food, so I
meditated and awaited death by starvation. This is because my

principles have always been:

Freezing to death, I do not scheme.
Starving to death, I do not beg.

Dying of poverty, I ask for nothing.
According with conditions, I do not change.
Not changing, I accord with conditions.

[ Postscripts] : Upasika Tang Guoshan Narrates

I took refuge in 1950, but I didn’t really know Buddhism. At
one time, I brought my relatives and friends to Guanyin Cave to
visit Master Hua. We saw some food in the master’s bowl. We
thought that by eating the food, it would increase longevity and
make us healthier; hence we ate the food without asking. Only later
we realized the food was actually the lunch Master had brought
back from Bamboo Grove Monastery. We then rushed out to buy
some bread for Master. That day, he lived on the small amount of

bread we bought. Looking back, I feel still guilty.

50 To be continued



