LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS
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The Thirty-fifth Patriarch,
Dhyana Master Daoyi
of Jiangxi Province (continued)
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on December 7, 1983

/ /1 l o % English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
CAl4EE%f ) ¢ 3 —3@f4e The master had no reply. Chan Master Daoyi thought about it. “Hmmm....
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Should one beat the cart? But the cart basically cannot move on its own, of
course one should beat the ox.”

Master Huairang was talking about this stinking skin-bag—this false
shell. He was saying if we just apply effort to the body, then no matter how
long we do that, it will not bring us to truth. That’s because this stinking
skin-bag is phony. You need to connect with your own efficacious nature and
use it to develop skill. That’s why he made “no reply.”

Master Rang then spoke a verse. Chan Master Huairang then offered a
verse to Master Daoyi. He said: The mind ground contains all seeds. He
spoke of the mind and how our mind ground contains all seeds.

When watered, the seeds will sprout. When those seeds get watered,
they will grow. The seeds will sprout.

The flowering of samadhi is invisible. Samadhi’s blossoms have no
visible attributes.

How could there be withering and maturing? Given that there are no
visible attributes, what decaying could there be? What coming into being
could there be?

The master immediately awakened. Chan Master Daoyi heard that
verse, which has a similar meaning to: “Originally there is not one thing.
‘Where could dust alight?” One who understands this meaning knows that
not getting defiled is the right thing to do. So it’s said: “The true mind
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is inherently beyond defilement” “Immediately” means instantaneous

understanding—it means he “awakened.”

Juty 2019 Vasra BooHi Sea |11



ERNde ‘ BIOGRAPHIES

FRAEER | o ELEIREIE T > IR
AT T 0 FTLAER A5 RN 155

/rj’i‘_ °

FEA2c1 = TER2N, BMENZIH G
T BEREET -

MEEBHITTF D+ fE(ERATTSF -

FEJTPAE (R s o T

“APE - AR
BT -
FIeRI - SRR |
S TSI A BT -
THSEIRHERG ) ¢ AMEES st AT
s -

¢ AEEmER AL HL

: 3B

(=

g SO
WMEt+77 R
KA TlLags
FIEF5LAR  H i H i

MFTH A BOCIRBL - s
FHEEITET - ST B -

THEREt-77  AVERA#E : BpE+
T IERE B E W E LY -

PR Tieas

M5k - HEI A : 5(#5E
flél 5e e - H H AR E (8 m AR -
g A s (EmEEERT - B
X

He dwelt at Kaiyuan Monastery.

In the fourth year of the Zhenyuan reign period (788 A.D.) in the
Tang Dynasty, on the fourth days of the second lunar month he sat
in full lotus posture and entered stillness. He assumed the full-lotus
position and entered stillness.

Then the emperor bestowed upon him the posthumous title:
Chan Master Great Stillness.

And named his stupa: Mighty Magnificence.

A praise says:
Once a breakthrough came in the cart and ox question, Light
began to appear on the mirror.
And dazzled the ten directions, like thunder and lightning.
Great teaching was given to one with great potential, Bringing
about thousands of transformations, tens of thousands of changes.
And extending through generations, Refer to Sun-face Buddha
and Moon-face Buddha '.

Commentary:

Once a breakthrough came in the cart and ox question, Light
began to appear on the mirror. Once the ox pulling the cart was beaten,
then the brightness of the mirror began to show through.

And dazzled the ten directions, like thunder and lightning. The
brilliance was as powerful as thunderbolts and lightning flashes.

Great teaching was given to one with great potential, Bringing
about thousands of transformations, tens of thousands of changes.

And extending through generations, Refer to Sun-face Buddha
and Moon-face Buddha. The Patriarch caused the disciples to reflect
facing the wall in meditation daily and monthly. He meant that they
should return the light and shine within.

SOFF4E s> To be continued
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1. This “Sun-face” and “Moon-face” refers to a koan. Once when Mazu Daoyi was not at ease, the director

of the monastery asked him, “Venerable One, how has your health been recently?” Mazu Daoyi answered,

“Sun-face Buddha; Moon-face Buddha.”

— The Blue Cliff Record
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