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Tte Greal Jeweled Lotus Flower,

This great jeweled lotus flower is like the Buddha’s
pagoda. All living beings who see this jeweled lotus
flower will bow and pay their respect. Even then only
beings who have affinities will be able to see it. Those
beings who don't have affinities with it won't be able to
see it even if it were right before their eyes. This means
that people who are able to accept the Buddha’s
teaching need to have roots of goodness. If people have
no roots of goodness, then even if they encounter the
Buddhadharma, they wouldn't be able to draw near, or
have faith in it. So, it is said:

Even though the rain is widespread,
It won't nurture rootless grass.
Even though the gate of Buddhism is wide open,
It can’t save unwholesome people.
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English translation by Elie Koay & Felix Koay

Although Heaven's rain or the Dragon King's rain
pours heavily, if the grass doesn't have roots, then it
can’t sprout, live, or grow. Though the gates to
Buddhism are open, those without roots of goodness
will not be able to walk towards or walk through it;
they are unable to enter. People without roots of
goodness will not be able to hear the Buddhadharma.
Those of us who have heard the Buddhadharma must
all have roots of goodness. Those who have already
planted roots of goodness should continue to
nurture them. Do not be like those who encounter
Buddhadharma, but fail to recognize its great value.

—An excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s
Commentary on Chapter Twenty Seven, the Ten
Samadhis, of the Avatamsaka Sutra



