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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 7, 1988
English translation by MTT (Malaysian Translation Team)
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The grandson marries the grandmother. Isn’tit strange
for a grandson to marry his grandmother? Why did he
do so? The grandson was born when his grandmother
became sick. When she became seriously ill, she held
her grandson’s hand and said, “My own children have
already grown up and married and have accomplished
their life’s major objectives. But you are a newborn
baby, yet I can’t take care of you. What shall I do?” She
passed away after saying that with deep regret, her hand
still firmly holding the little baby’s hand. People had
to separate her hand from that of the newborn baby—
rescuing the baby from the deceased one’s hand.

Her soul went to King Yama and said, “King Yama,
you should feel sorry for both my grandson and me.
You called me away so soon. What is to become of
my little grandson? You are so unreasonable! I need
to live for several more years to look after him.” King
Yama became lenient toward her and said, “Fine! I will
let you go back and take care of him. Be his wife.” So
the grandmother was happily reborn. She was about
the same age as her grandson. They were childhood
sweethearts from families of equal status, so they got
married when they grew up.

The daughter eats the mother’s flesh. The
Venerable Master looked into the room and saw a little
girl chomping on a pig’s foot. The foot was from a pig

that was her mother reborn. She was chomping on her
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mother’s bone and flesh and seemed to really enjoy it.

The son beats on a drum made from his father’s skin. The
Venerable Master Baozhi then saw the music band members were
clanging gongs and beating drums made from cattle-hide. The
drummer’s father was reborn as a cow that was skinned to make
a drum because of heavy karmic offenses. Perhaps the father had
beaten his son too much in the past, so now the son took revenge
and beat the drum heavily, “dong...dong...dong.” The louder he
drummed, the better he felt, not knowing that with each sound, his
father screamed “Ah...” from inside the hell.

The Master next looked at the brick bed and said, “Pigs and
sheep all sit on kang chairs.” The pigs, sheep, and cattle that people
had eaten in their past life all came back as the six kinds of relatives,
paternal and maternal relatives, older and younger siblings. The
causes and conditions of the six kinds of relatives were complex: the
pigs, sheep and cattle people consumed in their past life now had
come back to eat the people who had eaten them.

Living beings eating the flesh of living beings; If you really think
about it, it’s just people eating people. The Chinese character
[Al” (meat) contains two components of “ A ”(person) in it. One of
them is eating the meat, and the other is being eaten.

“The one inside is covered by the one outside.”In “[A]” there are
two people where the one inside is holding onto the one outside.
The person inside, was reborn as an animal, inside was is the one
being eaten and reborn as an animal. After the transformation, it no
longer looked like a human being, and was not recognized by other
humans. Although the “person” outside is a human being, if this
person keeps eating meat, then in the future, this person will not
return as a human being.

Living beings eating the flesh of living beings. Living beings
eating each other. For example, when people are humans, they eat
pork.When they become pigs, they are then consumed by humans
in turn. The same rule applies to domestic animals including horses,
cattle, dogs, or sheep.

If you really think about it, it’s just people eating people. People
gather together to celebrate. Everyone thought that it was a good
day to celebrate so they all came to give their congratulations. The
Venerable Master Baozhi said, “However, I see this as real suffering!”
What was there to celebrate when all the living beings had killed and
caten each other, thus accumulating animosity and hatred? Is it real
happiness?” I see it as real suffering! The Venerable Master Baozhi
left after saying that. I don’t know how the rich man reacted once he

was told that his grandson married his grandmother.
s0To be continued
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