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CHAPTER EIGHT:

THE Four NOBLE TRUTHS

#53ThR Revised version
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Translated by the International Translation Institute

Perhaps it is called ultimately non-differentiating. When
you arrive at the ultimate place, what discrimination could
there be? Perhaps it is called impartiality. Some countries
call it impartiality or equality, being impartial and equal is
another name of this truth.

Perhaps it is called renouncing one’s burden. Some
countries called it letting go of all wearisome burdens,
which refers to any heavy load or anything that ties you
down. Perhaps it is called tending nowhere, which is
your walking on a proper path that doesn’t veer off on
tangents.

Perhaps it is called in accord with the sage’ intents.
Some countries give this truth another name: “in accord
with the sage’s intents.” One follows the sage’s intents
in cultivation because sages all walk this path. Thus, in
cultivation, we should walk the path that the sages walk.

Some countries called it the conduct of an immortal.
You practice the path that was trodden by the Great
Immortal, the Buddha. That is the Bodhi path. Other
countries called the Ten Treasuries. The Ten Treasuries

are the Treasuries of:
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1. faith, 2. precepts, 3. shame, 4. remorse, 5. learning

6. giving, 7. wisdom, 8. mindfulness, 9. upholding, 10. eloquence

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in this Saha World, the four noble truths can
be described in forty trillion names such as these. Each of these names
accord with the hearts of living beings, enabling them to become attuned

and subdued.

Commentary:

Manjushri Bodhisattva calls out again, Disciples of the Buddha, in this
Saha World, these are the forty names of the four noble truths we have just
discussed. They can be described in forty billion names such as these as in
the Saha World. [Editor’s note: The four noble truths can be further expanded
from those forty names to four hundred, four thousand, forty thousand, four
hundred thousand, four million, four billion and so forth, so that beings can
be attuned and subdued.]

Each of these names accord with the hearts of living beings, enabling
them to become attuned and subdued. These names vary in accordance
with the hearts of living beings, so that all beings are brought to become
harmonized and subdued. “Attuned and subdued” basically means that
living beings repent of their offenses and reform themselves for the better.
Those who used to be stubborn are no longer stubborn and those who were
laden with offenses are no longer burdened by their offenses. Furthermore,
those stubborn beings become compliant and gentle and evil beings become

wholesome and good.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha! This noble truth of suffering as explained in
this Saha World in the world toward the east is called Secret Instructions,
or perhaps called the root of worldly seeking, perhaps called the not getting
out, perhaps called the roots of bonds and fetters, perhaps called doing
what should not be done, perhaps called pervasive strife and contention,
perhaps called lacking power to analyze, perhaps called that on which
activities rely, perhaps called extreme agony, perhaps called agitated

movement, or perhaps called objects with shape and form.

Commentary:

Once again, Manjushri Bodhisattva calls out, All of you disciples of the
Buddha! This noble truth of suffering as explained in this Saha World in
the world toward the east is called Secret Instructions, [Editor’s note: that
is, the world to the east is also known by many names. In general, there are
ten names for each truth]. It is perhaps called the root of worldly seeking.
The noble truth as explained in the Saha World is known by different names

in other worlds.
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There are too many worlds to mention one by one. Take the World of
Secret Instruction as an example. This noble truth of suffering as explained
in the Saha World is not called suffering. Then how should it be called
in that world? It should be called the root of worldly seeking. “Worldly
seeking” means people use various methods to search and exploit for
personal advantages. This secking is the root of suffering. Then what is the
root of suffering? It is ignorance.

Why do beings seek? It is because their ignorance is too heavy.
Ignorance is not understanding. Because they do not understand, they go
out and seek—this is the root of suffering.

Perhaps it is called not getting out by beings in some countries. “Not
getting out” of what? Not getting out of the Three Realms—the Desire
Realm, the Form Realm, and the Formless Realm. They do not want to get
out of the Three Realms; instead, they are willing to stay in the “burning
house.” Don’t you think this is suffering?!

Perhaps it is called the root of bonds and fetters by beings in some
countries. “Bonds and fetters” tie beings down, disabling them from
attaining liberation. What is the root cause for their inability to attain
liberation? It is just this suffering. Therefore it is called the root of bonds
and fetters.

Perhaps it is called doing what should not be done. “Doing what
should not be done” is another name for suffering. Because living beings
do what they shouldnt do; they create offenses. With offenses there is
suffering.

Perhaps it is called universal strife and contention. There is fighting
everywhere. People fight with people, families battle with other families,
nations war with nations—this is suffering!

If fighting occurs from time to time, then there is universal strife and
contention. If fighting occurs every day, then there is even more universal
strife and contention. If fighting occurs every month, there is also universal
strife and contention. If fighting occurs every year, then there is also
universal strife and contention. Hence, beings are caught in fighting life
after life; isn’t this universal strife and contention? Since beings are caught
up in fighting till the end of time, they are doomed to suffer in life after
life. Thus, universal strife and contention are just suffering. This is exactly
as described in the previous text of “thorns” which prick beings and causes
them to suffer.

This is the Dharma-Ending Age and everyone is firm and strong in
their contention. Therefore, living beings who are stubborn are hard to
subdue; day and night they steep themselves in contention. What is the
reason behind this? It is because asuras are being born into this world.

Their only talent is instigating contention.

$0To be continued
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