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Ancient Buddhist Manuscripts of Gandhara
—Decoding the Earliest Indian Buddhist Brich Bark Manuscripts with Dr. Stefan Baums
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On February 28, 2019, Dr. Stefan
Baums, Lead Researcher of the Buddhist
Manuscripts from Gandhara Project at
the Bavarian Academy of Sciences and
Humanities and teaches professor of
Buddhist Studies and Sanskrit, Prakrit, Pali
Language and Literature at the University
of Munich, presented an introduction
on his work about ancient Buddhist
manuscripts from Gandhara at Dharma
Realm Buddhist University. Written in
the Middle Indian language Gandhari and
Kharosthi on birch-bark scrolls, as early
as the first century CE, many of these
manuscripts were recently discovered, in
the ruins of ancient Buddhist monasteries
in Pakistan and Afghanistan, from where
Buddhism was first brought to China
through the Silk Road. The Silk Road, which was a trade route
between East and West countries, also had a significant influence
on Eastern and Western cultural exchanges as the two were trading
and distributing goods to each other. The discovery of these
ancient Buddhist manuscripts from Pakistan and Afghanistan
shows that also Buddhist texts were carried along the Silk Road
into China, thus introducing Buddhism to the Chinese people.
Dr. Baums described that some of these texts were found
hidden away in clay vessels with significant portions missing.
This meant that he and other researchers often have to decipher

the approximate order in which they were originally written. In
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the process of preservation, translation and research, Dr. Baums described
that these texts were stored in temperature-controlled, fireproof rooms so
that the ancient texts could be protected, and that researchers usually work
with digital images of the manuscripts. Dr. Baums brought along facsimiles
of the birch-bark manuscripts so that audience could pass them around
and look at the actual size and composition of these texts. He concluded
his lecture by placing the same or similar sutras translated in Sanskrit, Pali,
Gandhari, and Chinese versions side by side. With this comparison, it was
clear that even the same sutras did not contain the same exact content
in different languages, engaging the field of Buddhist hermeneutics. In
addition to translating the Gandhari texts, Dr. Baums is currently working

with Andrew Glass on compiling and editing the Dictionary of Gandhari. &
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DRBA Launches Its Own Internet Radio
ERBERBETAILARE S

We're happy to announce that DRBA’s very own radio
is having its official launch this Monday, May 6, 2019!
With this online radio, you will be able to plug in to
Dharma throughout the day. There is everything from
the Morning and Evening Ceremony, meditation with
ambient nature sounds, the Great Compassion Mantra,
the Chan Chronicles by Master Hua himself, both earlier
and new lectures from the Master’s earliest disciples,
and even lectures from the Theravadan tradition given
by Bhikkhu Bodhi. When the lectures aren’t happening,
feel free to tune in and sing along with the Music in the
Dharma. Don't let life get in the way, tune in anytime for
a variety of forms of the Dharma. Simply go to the radio
page on the website http://www.dharmaradio.org/radio

and click play! #
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CHAN CHRONICLES




