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Excerpted from the commentary on the Avatamsaka Sutra by Master Hsuan Hua

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team
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In Buddhism, whether you are a Dharma Master, a Vinaya Master,
or a Chan Master, you must come from a certain lineage of Dharma.
Coming from a certain lineage of Dharma means that you have a
verifiable source from which you learned the Dharma, Vinaya, or
Chan. There must be a transmission of the Dharma. Without anyone
certifying you, you cannot just “close the door” and proclaim: “I am a
Patriarch. I am enlightened!” That won't do! You must be certified by
someone so that you may inherit a certain Dharma lineage.

Tripitaka Master Batuo was born in India. After renouncing the
householder’s life, he became one of the members of a group of five
practitioners who cultivated together. What is meant by cultivating
together? It means that they practiced together in studying the
Buddhadharma. The other four people were really vigorous, not the
least bit of lazy. They disciplined their minds in every passing moment,
always maintained proper mindfulness and prevented their thoughts
from wandering astray. As a result, they all became enlightened and
realized the fruition of sagehood. The only one who did not become
enlightened or realize fruition was Tripitaka Master Batuo. Why? He
was a bit lazy and lacked vigor. He was unwilling to recite sutras, and
also unwilling to bow to the Buddha.

Actually, he was not unwilling; he wanted to, but he was a bit
lazy. Due to his lax attitude, he did not attain fruition with the other
four people. Because of this, he felt greatly ashamed and remorseful.
He thought,“We all cultivated together and everyone else has realized
fruition; why am I sdill in a state of ‘no understanding and no
attaining’?” He felt deeply ashamed and decided to destroy his body
in the quest for the Way.

What is meant by “destroying one’s body in the quest for the
Way”? For example, one seeks awakening by jumping into the sea.

Don’t you think that this is stupid?!’ — If you are already dead, what
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awakening is there to attain? That is actually called “attaining a
dead awakening!” So Tripitaka Master Batuo decided to commit
self-immolation. Originally, he wanted to drown himself, but he
did not die; his body drifted in the water, yet still he did not become
enlightened. He felt that drowning was not a good method, so
he resorted to fire, thinking, “This is probably a good method!
Whether I am enlightened or not, my body will be gone.” At that
time, there was no gasoline, so he decided to burn his body with
oil. He attempted to immolate himself, but he did not have money
to buy oil, and thus borrowed money from a fellow practitioner.
When Tripitaka Master Fotuo approached, that fellow practitioner
asked him, “Why do you want to buy oil?” He answered, “There
were five of us practicing together. All four of you have become
enlightened and realized the fruition; I am the only one who has
not. Alas, it was because I was so lazy and lax, and didn’t work on
my cultivation. Now, I want to burn myself alive so that I do not
become a nuisance.”

His fellow practitioner told him, “Don’t do that! Cultivation
of the Way requires proper causes and conditions — good causes
and conditions need to come together to make things happen. You
should not force yourself, and you have your own past causes [which
caused you to become lazy and lax]. If in the past you planted good
causes, once they ripen, then you will become enlightened; if they
have not yet ripened, then even if you ruin your body and kill
yourself, you still will not become enlightened. As far as I know,
your conditions rest in China to the East. There are two of your
disciples awaiting you teaching and transformation. If you go and
teach them, enabling them to cultivate the Way, you will rescue
them, and by that time, you will also realize fruition.”

Upon hearing this, Tripitaka Master Batuo was convinced by
his fellow practitioner’s advice, so he went to China during the
reign of Emperor Xiaowen of the Northern Wei Dynasty. He was
greatly respect and highly regarded by the Emperor. Master Batuo
followed the Emperor when he relocated to a new capital city in
Luoyang. Before long, Emperor Xiaowen built a new monastery
on Song Mountain, which became what is now Shaolin Monastery.
Because Tripitaka Master Batuo inherited the Chan lineage from
India, he practiced Chan on Song Mountain and also translated
Buddhist sutras. He had two disciples: Venerable Master Sengchou
and Vinaya Master Guangtong. Soon after accepting these two
disciples, he realized fruition. This has been a little story pertaining

to Tripitaka Master Batuo’s past causes and conditions. &



