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The Thirty-fourth Patriarch,
Dhyana Master Huai Rang
of Southern Peak

(continued)

FAb E A 1983F11 308
bb B R E A ST

A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on November 30, 1983
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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His posthumous title bestowed by the Emperor was Dhyana Master
Great Wisdom. The emperor issued a mandate giving the patriarch this
posthumous title.

His stupa was named Most Victorious Wheel. That was the name

given to his stupa.

A verse says:

A thing blocked his chest. / After eight years it was released.

To say the true mind cannot be defiled./ Is a superfluous statement.
Brilliant and majestic. / He remained at Southern Peak.

His disciple Ma Zu. / Was like a colt trampling the opposition.

Commentary:

A thing blocked his chest. There was some “thing” in his mind.

After eight years it was released. It took him eight years to
understand.

To say the true mind cannot be defiled. He came to know that
there was no defilement in the true mind.

Is a superfluous statement. The point is, rabbits don’t have horns.

Brilliant and majestic. In general, he was spectacular.

He remained at Southern Peak. After he attained the Way, he
meditated at Southern Peak and never left that region.

His disciple Ma Zu. Applying a metaphor, the colt he raised became
a patriarch.

Was like a colt trampling the opposition. Applying the metaphor,
he was like a colt that trampled to death the demons and ghosts
throughout the world.
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Another verse says:

Since “originally there is not one thing” how could there be a name?
The undefiled true mind is the mind of all Buddhas.

Only through cultivation and realization can one know the substance of
True Suchness.

Upon awakening, one realizes one’s nature is like space.

Southern Peak’s traditions have been carried on from past to present.
West of the River’s virtuous teachings wash away emotions and taints.
The colt trampled to death thieves throughout the universe.

The world will always celebrate lasting peace and security.

Commentary:

Since “originally there is not one thing” how could there be a name?
The words “originally there is not one thing” come from the Sixth Patriarch’s
verse: “Originally there is not one thing/ where can the dust alight?” So,
since there’s not one thing, what name can be given to that? Basically none
at all.

But, The undefiled true mind is the mind of all Buddhas.

The “mind” is the nature. The Buddha-nature. The Buddha nature has
no defilement, so we should not entertain any defiled false thoughts. Defiled
false thoughts bring us trouble. The undefiled true mind does not entertain
any false thoughts. The mind of all Buddhas. The mind of all Buddhas is
like that—undefiled.

Only through cultivation and realization can one know the substance
of True Suchness. If you cultivate to the point that you can be certified, you
will know that the substance of True Suchness is not defiled or pure; does
not increase or decrease; neither comes into being nor ceases to be. That
describes the substance of True Suchness.

Upon awakening, one realizes one’s nature is like space. If you truly
enlighten to and understand that our inherent nature is like space in that
there can’t be any attachment to it. So, don’t get attached.

Southern Peak’s traditions have been carried on from past to present.
Dhyana Master Huai Rang’s teaching was lofty. Cultivators throughout the
world came to study with him. His virtuous traditions have been carried
on from past to present. The changes he brought about were like a spring
breeze and have been carried on since then.

‘West of the River’s virtuous teachings wash away emotions and taints.
Patriarch Ma resided at West of the River, his Way-place. His virtuous
practice and teachings caused beings to renounce their own emotions and
defilements in their minds. They washed away tainting emotions.

The colt trampled to death thieves throughout the universe. This
horse trampled to death people’s six thieves .

The world will always celebrate lasting peace and security. People
in the world who cultivate will understand this principle. Everyone can be

peaceful; everyone is capable of applying effort in their cultivation. #



