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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:
THE FORMER DEEDS OF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTVA

#53THL  Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Seeing the Buddha pass into stillness, Bodhisattva
All Beings Delight in Seeing was sorely grieved and
distressed, longing for the Buddha. Then, as an offering
to the Buddha, he built a pyre of this-shore-sandalwood,
which he lit to cremate the body. When the fire had
gone out, he collected the $arira and distributed them in
eighty-four thousand jeweled urns. Eighty-four thousand
stupas, each three worlds in height, were built to house
them. Splendid were their facades, with pennants and
canopies hanging down and arrays of jeweled bells

suspended all around.

Commentary:

Seeing the Buddha pass into stillness, Bodhisattva
All Beings Delight in Seeing was sorely grieved and
distressed, longing for the Buddha. Having witnessed the
Buddha enter nirvana, this Bodhisattva wept. He could not
bear to see the Buddha enter nirvana. He was like Ananda
who did nothing but cry when Sikyamuni Buddha entered
nirvana. This Bodhisattva, filled with regret, lamented,
“Why didn’t I ask the Buddha to remain in the world? If
had asked him to, he might not have entered nirvana!” He

was struck with grief and thought himself incompetent. He
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just could not let the Buddha go!

Then, as an offering to the Buddha, he built a pyre of this-
shore-sandalwood, which he lit to cremate the body. This-shore-
sandalwood is a priceless incense, six karsas of which are as valuable
as the entire Saha world. He collected the sandalwood and used it as
firewood to burn the Buddha’s body.

When the fire had gone out, he collected the $arira of
Buddha Pure Bright Virtue Resembling the Sun and Moon, and
distributed them in eighty-four thousand jeweled urns,
some of which contained many $arira. Eighty-four thousand
stiipas, each three worlds in height, were built to house
them. Similarly, when Sikyamuni Buddha entered nirvana, King
Asoka had eighty-four thousand stiipas built to house his $arira. The
magnificent stipas were as tall as three worlds. Two flagpoles stood
in front of each stipa, and many pennants and precious canopies
hung down. Multitudes of jeweled bells made of gold or silver were

hung all around.

Sitra:

Bodhisattva All Beings Delight in Seeing then further
reflected, “Although I have made this offering, my heart is not
yet satisfied. I shall now make further offerings to the $arira.” He
then said to all the Bodhisattvas, great disciples, gods, dragons,
yaksas, and other beings in the great assembly, “Recite single-
mindedly, for I am now going to make offerings to the $arira of
Buddha Pure Bright Virtue Resembling the Sun and Moon.”
Having said that in front of the eighty-four thousand stapas, he
burned his magnificent arms, the results of his myriad merits, as

an offering for seventy-two thousand years.

Commentary:

Bodhisattva All Beings Delight in Seeing then further
reflected, “Although I have made this offering, my heart is not
yet satisfied.” Although I burned my body as an offering to the
Buddha in my last life, I don’t feel I have fully demonstrated my
sincerity in making sufficient offerings to the Buddha.”

We give away a little money and feel that we have created great
merit. This Bodhisattva offered his entire body by burning it and still
didn’t say, “That’s enough. I've done my bit. I am number one.” The
Buddhas of the ten directions had already praised him for making
this ultimate gift, saying, “This is true vigor. This is a true Dharma

offering,” but he still felt it wasn’t enough.

s0To be continued
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